
 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOST AFFECTED 

COUNTRIES 
  
   
  

UPDATE 4   15/04 
 

Latest Trends 

- Since the release of the regional SEEECA sitrep #3 on 06 April 2020, the total number of COVID-19 cases in the SEEECA region 

rose by 128 per cent and now tops 110,000 cases.  Compared to Europe as a whole and the rest of the world (44 and 52 per 

cent respectively), the rate of increase within the SEEECA region remains significantly faster. 

- The number of deaths in the SEEECA region increased by 129 per cent to 1,985; this is also much higher than the figures for 

Europe and globally (63 and 73 per cent respectively). 

- In the region, the highest number of COVID-19 infections is in Turkey (61,049), followed by the Russian Federation (21,102), 

Israel (11,235), Serbia (4,054) and Ukraine (3,372).  The number of cases reported by the Russian Federation has almost 

tripled since 6 April.   

- The highest death toll is in Turkey (1,296; 126 per cent increase) followed by Russian Federation (170; 278 per cent increase), 

Israel (110; 139 per cent increase), Ukraine (98; 158 per cent increase) and Serbia (85; 67 per cent increase).  

- Austria has a total of 14,043 confirmed COVID-19 patients and 368 reported deaths, as of yesterday.    

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/bb53213e-3710-4340-9f5b-0852fd42b8e1/reports/0c5560ac-cb95-4ae6-97ca-614b54ed8233/ReportSectionfd883803d5debea5cd9c?pbi_source=PowerPoint


 
 

 
IOM Response  

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, 16 concept notes/project proposals 

on COVID-19 response were developed in the SEEECA region, totalling 17.5 million 

USD. Cross-thematic, adaptive and innovative approaches are being emphasized 

during project development.  

In coordination with donors, several Missions have adapted their current project 

workplans to incorporate COVID-19 focused interventions, such as in the Western 

Balkans, in Kyrgyzstan and in the Russian Federation. In Armenia and Kazakhstan, 

rapid assessments are being conducted on COVID-19 risks and impact on migrants. 

Country-specific responses 
With IOM support, youth in Bosnia and Herzegovina are delivering food, hygienic 

products and medicines to the elderly and others in isolation, producing home-made 

masks, and supporting the fire department disinfect public places. The IOM mission 

invited members of the diaspora organizations and individuals to share experiences, 

ideas, and projects that might be useful for combating COVID-19 through the 

official diaspora web portal.  

In the Western Balkans, IOM’s Regional AVRR campaign now includes messages on 
COVID-19 in English, Pashto, Urdu, Bengali, Farsi, Arabic. Messages are shared 
through the Facebook page and a mobile app. 

IOM Turkey supported the procurement of more than 230,000 hygiene and basic 
needs items including masks, gloves, hand sanitizers, and disinfectants in seven 
provinces. Meanwhile IOM-supported migrant service centres are providing 
counselling and referral services on COVID-19 by telephone, and prioritizing support 
to those over-60. IOM Turkey’s Migrants Presence Monitoring (MPM) has developed 
online platforms for reporting and mapping based on public data since the beginning 
of the outbreak of COVID-19. MPM has developed a Rapid Assessment Survey form 
jointly with the Directorate of Migration Management to assess the immediate needs 
of vulnerable migrants.  

IOM Ukraine handed over Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), as well as 
disinfection equipment and liquids, to the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine.    

In Kazakhstan IOM supports a national hotline which provides information on how 

COVID-19 is affecting migration, specifically employment, travel and health. 

Challenges and Needs 

Discrimination and stigma against returning migrants via social media and on the 
streets is increasing within certain communities. IOM needs to advocate for the most 
marginalized, with a stronger focus on anti-stigma campaigns.  

Donor interest on COVID-19 response remains limited. More visibility of activities 
and plans is required, particularly on IOM’s global platforms. 
 

Country Updates 

Armenia’s state of emergency will 

continue till May 14 but some 

restrictons have been lifted.  

A stricter quarantine regime has been 

introduced in Azerbaijan – the Baku 

metro is closed, but buses are running. 

Most enterprises, offices, restaurants 

and shops, except for groceries and 

pharmacies, are shut. 

The World Health Organization has 

urged Belarus to do more to contain the 

spread of the outbreak or face a rapid 

increase in infections. 

Georgia is locking down four of its main 

cities after 30 more people were 

registered as infected with the 

coronavirus in one day. 

In the Russian Federation President 

Putin says the next few weeks will prove 

decisive in Russia’s battle to slow the 

contagion and that the military could 

become involved in further response 

measures. 

Tajikistan is one of 25 countries to 

whom the IMF will provide immediate 

debt service relief. 

 

 

 IOM-supported COVID-19 hotline 

in Kazakhstan 



 
 

 

 

 

RO Vienna Mission survey results (3-7 April 2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

COVID-19 focal point at RO Vienna: Dr Jaime Calderon: jcalderon@iom.int 

Project Development: Hélène Legoff, hlegoff@iom.int 

Media and Communications: Joe Lowry, jlowry@iom.int 

 


