
In August 2022, conflict erupted in Tonga area of Panyikang 
County, in Upper Nile State, displacing the majority of the 
population to Malakal PoC, in neighboring Malakal County. 

By early September 2022, the conflict escalated and fighting 
extended to Fashoda and Manyo Counties to the north, 
specifically to the areas of Oriny, Nyigir, Yony, Kalagani, Patuoj, 
Pajak and Abrouc. As a result many people from these areas 
fled to Melut IDP site in Melut County. 

IOM DTM conducted a population count exercise on 20 
January 2023, to establish the number of IDPs at Melut IDP 
site, followed by a registration exercise, at the household level, 
to inform and engage humanitarian planning and delivery. 

A total of 15,347 individuals (2,600 households) were 
reported to be residing at the site, at the time the exercise 
was conducted, of whom 56 per cent were women and girls. 
Around 38 per cent of households were composed of more 
than seven individuals. 

More than 90 per cent reported arriving to the site between 
November 2022 and January 2023, with the month of 
December 2022 alone accounting for 72.9 per cent of 
reported arrivals. 

The majority of IDPs reported fleeing from Fashoda County 
(50%) and Manyo County (46.9%), whereas over 500 IDPs 
reported being displaced from Melut, Panyikang, Maban, 
Malakal, Baliet and Longochuk counties. 
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OVERVIEW

Methodology

IOM DTM’s Population Count exercises are 
carried by trained enumerators  who interview 
a member or household representative at 
each shelter at the site and ask how many 
persons (disaggregated by gender and age) 
slept there the previous night. This provides 
a snapshot of the population at the time of 
the count. In situations where a follow-up 
registration is required, each household is 
issued with a token indicating their household 
family size, number of infants and name of 
head of household. 

For further information, contact southsudandtm@iom.int & visit  
https://dtm.iom.int/south-sudan
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