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DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM) AFAR REGION, ETHIOPIA
ROUND 15: JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2019

AFAR REGION - KEY FINDINGS

LOCATION AND CAUSE OF DISPLACEMENT: 49,437 
displaced individuals comprising  8,980 households 
in 55 displacement sites were identified in Afar 
region. These figures represent a decrease of  1,182 
individuals (-2.34%), an increase of 200 households 
(+2.28%) and an increase of 1 site (+1.85%) since 
round 14 (November/December 2018). No sites 
have opened since the start of 2019, 97% sites 
opened before 2018 and 3% opened in 2018. 
Drought was the primary cause of displacement for 
an estimated 35% of the displaced population.
 
DEMOGRAPHICS: 49% of displaced individuals were 
female and 51% were male. 58% were younger than 
18 years old while 6% were over 60 years old.

SHELTER: 41 sites reported that over 25% of 
households were living in shelters that were below 
regional and cultural standards. 

WASH: None of the sites meet SPHERE standards 
of access to over 15 liters of water per person per 
day. 48 displacement sites (87%) reported having 
no latrines. 

FOOD, NUTRITION AND LIVELIHOODS: 3 sites (5%), 
representing 762 individuals, reported having no 
access to food.  89% of sites reported that IDPs did 
not have access to income generating activities.

HEALTH: Malaria was the primary health concern in 
this round of data collection with 21 sites reporting 
this health concern. 

EDUCATION: In 20% of sites, 50% or less of the 
children on site are attending formal primary school. 
Formal primary school education is available at 89% 
sites. Alternative basic education (ABE) is available 
at 6 sites.

COMMUNICATION: 64% of sites reported that 
families/friends were IDPs primary source of 
information followed by site management at 29% 
of sites. 

Figure 1: Trends in stock totals of displacement and new 
displacements before 2018 and during 2018

Figure 1 illustrates trends in stock totals of 
displacement in the region over time compared to 
recent displacement. Figure 2 shows IDP numbers 
dissagregated by cause over time. 

Figure 2: IDPs by cause of displacement by round

*All data, including graphs and maps presented in this report 
comprise data collected between 1 to 31 January 2019. 
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MOBILITY TRENDS AND CAUSE OF DISPLACEMENT

Drought has consistently been reported as the 
primary cause of displacement in the region (as 
indicated by figure 4). IDPs displaced before 2018 
and during 2018 reported being displaced by 
drought. However, no IDPs were reported being 
displaced previously. Furthermore, IDPs from none 
of the sites were leaving their current place of 
displacement and neither do they intend to return 
to their place of origin.

Regarding the duration of sites, none of the sites 
identified were opened in 2019 while 3% opened 
between January and December 2018 and 97% of 
sites opened before 2018.

The majority of IDPs identified in the region were 
displaced to locations near their areas of origin. 97% 
of IDPs in the region are internally displaced from 
the region, within the region. Of the IDPs displaced 
within the region, 95% were displaced within their 
zone of origin.

Figure 3 shows the  number of IDPs displaced by 
zone and cause of displacement. Figure 4 shows the 
distribution of IDPs by driver of displacement and 
time of displacement.

Figure 3: IDPs displaced by zone and cause of displacement 

Figure 4: Distribution of IDPs by cause of displacement and time of displacement  

Duration Conflict Induced Climate Induced Other Grand Total 
Before 2018 3,521 39,087 5,332 47,940

During 2018 - 1,497 - 1,497

Grand Total 3,521 40,584 5,332 49,437
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DURABLE SOLUTIONS, VULNERABILITIES AND 
DEMOGRAPHICS

At all of the sites, IDPs did not foresee a resolution 
to their displacement. 

At all of sites, IDPs prefer reintegration as a durable 
solution to their displacement while at none of 
the sites, did they prefer return. None of the sites 
reported that IDPs prefer relocation. 

Figure 5 shows the number of sites reporting 
various obstacles to returns, while figure 6 shows 
support IDPs need to return or reintegrate.
 

The demographic breakdown is shown in figure 7. 
Individuals with specific vulnerabilities were also 
reported at displacement sites and are represented 
in figure 8. 

Figure 5: Number of sites reporting obstacles to return

Figure 6: Number of sites by support needed to return or 
reintegrate  

Figure 7: Demographic breakdown   
Figure 8: Vulnerable populations 

Vulnerable Population Number 
of IDPs 

Number of breastfeeding mothers 5,797
Elderly-headed households 3,844
Elderly persons without care givers 3,566
Number of members of ethnic 
minorities 

0

Number of members of religious 
minorities  

3

Orphaned children 1,639
Persons with chronic diseases/
serious medical conditions

275

Number of persons with disabilities 
over 18

422

Number of persons with disabilities 
under 18

233

Number of pregnant girls under 18 1,147
Number of pregnant women over 18 4,539
Separated children 1,411
Single female-headed households 1,054
Single male-headed households 540
Unaccompanied Children 610
Single-child headed Households 329

Grand Total 25,409
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INCREASE     
DECREASE    

NO CHANGE
NEW

UNCOVERED/CLOSED
Round 14 - 15 Comparison Table

Zone Woreda Displacement 
Reason

Round 15 % change in 
estimated # of HHs

Round 14
HHs Individuals Sites HHs Individuals Sites 

Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Climate  1,150  6,052  3 0.00%  1,150  7,265  3 
Awsi (Zone 1) Dubti Climate  300  1,710  1 0.00%  300  1,800  1 
Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Climate  285  1,494  3 0.00%  285  1,572  3 
Awsi (Zone 1) Kurri Climate  30  153  1 0.00%  30  147  1 
Awsi (Zone 1) Total  1,765  9,409  8 0.00%  1,765  10,784  8 
Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Other  508  2,902  4 0.00%  508  2,701  4 
Fenti (Zone 4) Gulina Climat  183  977  1 0.00%  183  1,082  1 
Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Climate  330  1,773  2 0.00%  330  1,809  2 
Fenti (Zone 4) Yalo Other  48  274  1 0.00%  48  171  1 
Fenti (Zone 4) Total  1,069  5,926  8 0.00%  1,069  5,763  8 
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Climate  845  4,523  5 0.00%  845  4,708  5 
Gabi (Zone 3) Argoba 

Special
Climate  400  2,220  1 0.00%  400  2,500  1 

Gabi (Zone 3) Awash Fentale Climate  365  1,826  1 0.00%  365  2,248  1 
Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Climate  566  2,998  3 +54.64%  366  2,232  2 
Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Climate  500  3,980  2 0.00%  500  3,980  2 
Gabi (Zone 3) Gewane Climate  600  3,510  1 0.00%  600  3,150  1 
Gabi (Zone 3) Total  3,276  19,057  13 +6.50%  3,076  18,818  12 
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Zone Woreda Displacement 
Reason

Round 15 % change in 
estimated # of HHs

Round 14
HHs Individuals Sites HHs Individuals Sites 

Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Climate 
Induced

 162  819  2 0.00%  162  868  2 

Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Conflict  68  340  1 0.00%  68  408  1 
Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Conflict  266  1,388  2 0.00%  266  1,444  2 
Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Climate 

Induced
 301  1,516  3 0.00%  301  1,541  3 

Hari (Zone 5) Simurobi 
Gele'alo

Conflict  54  197  1 0.00%  54  221  1 

Hari (Zone 5) Telalak Other  31  158  1 0.00%  31  163  1 
Hari (Zone 5) Total  882  4,418  10 0.00%  882  4,645  10 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Climate  286  1,540  2 0.00%  286  1,457  2 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Berahile Climate  62  338  1 0.00%  62  324  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Climate  31  170  1 0.00%  31  150  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Other  360  1,998  1 0.00%  360  2,052  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Climate  500  2,541  5 0.00%  500  2,721  5 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Erebti Climate  45  215  1 0.00%  45  230  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Climate  159  770  2 0.00%  159  827  2 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Climate  265  1,459  2 0.00%  265  1,504  2 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Conflict  280  1,596  1 0.00%  280  1,344  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Total  1,988  10,627  16 0.00%  1,988  10,609  16 

INCREASE     
DECREASE    

NO CHANGE
NEW

UNCOVERED/CLOSED
Round 14 - 15 Comparison Table
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INCREASE     
DECREASE    

NO CHANGE
NEW

UNCOVERED/CLOSED
Round 14 - 15 Comparison Table

Zone Woreda Displacement 
Reason

Round 15 % change in 
estimated # of HHs

Round 14
HHs Individuals Sites HHs Individuals Sites 

Climate Induced Sum  7,365  40,584  43 +2.79%  7,165  42,115  42 
Conflict Induced Sum  668  3,521  5 0.00%  668  3,417  5 
Other Sum  947  5,332  7 0.00%  947  5,087  7 
Grand Total  8,980  49,437  55 +2.28%  8,780  50,619  54 
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ABOUT DTM

DTM GLOBAL
The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) is a 
system to track and monitor displacement and 
population mobility. It is designed to regularly and 
systematically capture, process and disseminate 
information to provide a better understanding of 
the movements and evolving needs of displaced 
populations, whether on site or en route. More 
information is available at www.globaldtm.info. 

DTM IN ETHIOPIA
In Ethiopia, data is collected at zone, woreda and 
site level. Since September 2016, fifteen rounds 
of assessments have been completed. The DTM 
programme is implemented in close collaboration 
with the National Disaster Risk Management 
Commission, regional, zonal and woreda 
counterparts and DTMs implementing partner, the 
Danish Refugee Council (DRC).

METHODOLOGY
IOM’s DTM team composed of enumerators from 
IOM and DRC were deployed across the country to 
collect the data. The process involved the following 
steps:

Zone level: Interviews with key informants from 

the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Office 
(DPPO), community representatives, and the 
education and health offices collect Information 
including (among others) estimated caseload of 
displaced population, identification of woredas 
within the zone that host displaced populations, 
reason for displacement, time of arrival of IDPs and 
location of origin. 

Woreda level: Information is collected from key 
woreda informants and includes (among others) 
estimated length of stay, number of displaced 
households and individuals at woreda level, 
displaced population by type of temporary 
settlements and approximate locations of 
identifiable displacement sites. The information is 
used to plan site assessments.

Site assessments: In-depth IDP site assessments 
capture detailed information through key informant 
interviews, direct observation and focus group 
discussions with male, female, elderly, children 
and IDP representatives. Data on available services 
by sector, accessibility constraints, exact type, 
location and name of the site, place of origin of 
IDPs, estimated size and type of the site and most 
common type of shelter are captured. Age and 
gender disaggregation for the site is extrapolated 
using a demographic calculator 

tool based on the age range and sex of the household 
members of 20 randomly selected households from 
the site.

For more information please visit our 
wesite, www.displacement.iom.int, or 
contact us at dtmethiopia@iom.int



Infants (0‐4 y) Children (5‐14 y) Youth (15‐17 y) Adults (18‐59 y) Elderly (60 +y)
Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Female 160 220 160 420 60 1020
Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Male 240 220 160 420 80 1120
Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Female 180 280 120 420 60 1060
Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Male 180 240 160 420 100 1100
Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Female 88 175 122 350 35 770
Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Male 210 193 158 368 53 982
Awsi (Zone 1) Dubti Female 135 240 75 330 45 825
Awsi (Zone 1) Dubti Male 255 105 135 285 105 885
Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Female 62 57 52 95 5 271
Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Male 38 57 48 100 5 248
Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Female 53 68 16 116 5 258
Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Male 84 32 42 100 37 295
Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Female 26 51 26 89 9 201
Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Male 51 34 34 85 17 221
Awsi (Zone 1) Kurri Female 18 14 8 26 6 72
Awsi (Zone 1) Kurri Male 18 23 11 24 5 81
Awsi (Zone 1) Total                   1,798                         2,009                      1,327                        3,648                        627         9,409        1,765 
Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Female 17 22 12 49 10 110
Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Male 29 29 22 49 7 136
Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Female 143 254 143 333 32 905
Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Male 190 254 174 317 48 983
Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Female 61 74 62 142 14 353
Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Male 76 100 69 149 21 415
Fenti (Zone 4) Gulina Female 73 128 73 183 18 475
Fenti (Zone 4) Gulina Male 73 146 73 183 27 502
Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Female 72 135 63 189 27 486
Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Male 81 135 72 180 36 504
Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Female 60 83 53 150 15 361
Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Male 83 98 68 150 23 422
Fenti (Zone 4) Yalo Female 22 31 22 48 7 130
Fenti (Zone 4) Yalo Male 29 36 24 48 7 144
Fenti (Zone 4) Total                   1,009                         1,525                          930                        2,170                        292         5,926        1,069 

ANNEX I : INTERNAL DISPLACEMENTS IN AFAR REGION AS OF FEBRUARY 2019

Before 2018Drought20‐Jan‐1595

Site Open Date Cause DurationZone Woreda Sex
Age Groups

Total HHs
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Infants (0‐4 y) Children (5‐14 y) Youth (15‐17 y) Adults (18‐59 y) Elderly (60 +y)

ANNEX I : INTERNAL DISPLACEMENTS IN AFAR REGION AS OF FEBRUARY 2019
Site Open Date Cause DurationZone Woreda Sex

Age Groups
Total HHs

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female 202 258 147 368 18 993
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male 221 239 202 386 55 1103
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female 52 86 60 172 0 370
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male 77 69 86 163 26 421
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female 96 128 48 144 32 448
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male 64 136 40 128 16 384
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female 40 40 27 58 6 171
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male 34 34 31 58 9 166
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female 55 55 17 76 21 224
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male 46 84 29 80 4 243
Gabi (Zone 3) Argoba Special Female 300 300 140 360 20 1120
Gabi (Zone 3) Argoba Special Male 240 300 140 400 20 1100
Gabi (Zone 3) Awash Fentale Female 219 128 164 365 18 894
Gabi (Zone 3) Awash Fentale Male 110 219 183 383 37 932
Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Female 162 257 41 243 54 757
Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Male 149 243 68 243 41 744
Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Female 53 77 43 86 14 273
Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Male 29 77 48 96 14 264
Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Female 90 160 40 160 40 490
Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Male 90 110 80 150 40 470
Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Female 255 360 285 255 90 1245
Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Male 300 255 225 345 90 1215
Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Female 160 200 170 190 40 760
Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Male 190 190 150 190 40 760
Gabi (Zone 3) Gewane Female 330 510 480 480 90 1890
Gabi (Zone 3) Gewane Male 390 420 270 450 90 1620
Gabi (Zone 3) Total                   3,954                         4,935                      3,214                        6,029                        925       19,057        3,276 
Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Female 27 41 17 68 7 160
Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Male 34 44 20 68 14 180
Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Female 14 16 19 47 5 101
Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Male 21 28 21 47 7 124
Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Female 52 52 40 115 12 271
Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Male 58 75 58 109 23 323
Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Female 72 108 72 180 18 450
Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Male 72 144 81 180 27 504
Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Female 39 47 26 86 9 207
Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Male 47 47 34 86 13 227
Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Female 58 102 44 153 22 379
Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Male 37 110 58 146 22 373
Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Female 34 30 23 68 19 174
Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Male 30 30 23 64 23 170
Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Female 36 36 40 76 20 208
Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Male 36 44 36 72 24 212
Hari (Zone 5) Simurobi Gele'alo Female 14 14 11 43 14 96
Hari (Zone 5) Simurobi Gele'alo Male 16 14 11 46 14 101
Hari (Zone 5) Telalak Female 11 16 11 31 5 74
Hari (Zone 5) Telalak Male 17 19 11 31 6 84
Hari (Zone 5) Total                      725                         1,017                          656                        1,716                        304         4,418           882 
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Infants (0‐4 y) Children (5‐14 y) Youth (15‐17 y) Adults (18‐59 y) Elderly (60 +y)

ANNEX I : INTERNAL DISPLACEMENTS IN AFAR REGION AS OF FEBRUARY 2019
Site Open Date Cause DurationZone Woreda Sex

Age Groups
Total HHs

Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Female 36 55 24 79 16 210
Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Male 24 47 40 79 12 202
Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Female 114 145 62 217 41 579
Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Male 52 124 104 207 62 549
Kilbati (Zone 2) Berahile Female 28 40 19 62 12 161
Kilbati (Zone 2) Berahile Male 25 43 25 68 16 177
Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Female 162 234 162 378 90 1026
Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Male 126 252 144 378 72 972
Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Female 11 22 11 31 6 81
Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Male 12 22 14 33 8 89
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female 19 25 11 58 8 121
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male 19 41 19 55 14 148
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female 24 27 6 61 9 127
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male 24 40 21 67 15 167
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female 21 35 11 70 14 151
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male 28 56 25 67 21 197
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female 57 52 21 103 21 254
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male 41 72 41 103 21 278
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female 84 116 53 211 32 496
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male 84 169 74 222 53 602
Kilbati (Zone 2) Erebti Female 14 23 11 45 11 104
Kilbati (Zone 2) Erebti Male 16 25 11 45 14 111
Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Female 35 39 14 70 11 169
Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Male 28 39 14 70 18 169
Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Female 40 53 22 89 13 217
Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Male 36 49 18 85 27 215
Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Female 114 212 115 271 55 767
Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Male 121 176 84 264 47 692
Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Female                      112                             154                          126                           294                           70             756 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Male                      126                             238                          112                           308                           56             840 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Total                   1,633                         2,625                      1,414                        4,090                        865       10,627        1,988 
Grand Total                   9,119                       12,111                      7,541                     17,653                     3,013       49,437        8,980 

Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) conducted in collaboration with Danish Refugee Council (DRC)

Disclaimer: Age and gender disaggregation for the site is extrapolated using a demographic calculator tool based on the age range and sex of the household members of 20 randomly selected households 
from the site.
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