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AFAR REGION - KEY FINDINGS
LOCATION AND CAUSE OF DISPLACEMENT: 53,401 
displaced individuals comprising  8,914  households 
in 54 displacement sites were identified in Afar 
region*. These figures represent a decrease of  
2,974  in the total number of individuals (-5.28%) 
a  decrease of 494  households (-5.25%) and 
an decrease of 2 sites (-3.57%) since round 10 
(March/April 2018).  20.37% sites opened in 2017. 
Drought was the primary cause of displacement 
for an estimated 36% of the displaced population.
 
DEMOGRAPHICS: 50% of displaced individuals 
were female and 50% were male. 59% were 
younger than 18 years old. 6% were over 60 years 
old.

SHELTER: 53 sites reported that over 25% of 
households were living in shelters that were below 
regional and cultural standards. 

WASH: Only 3 sites meet SPHERE standards of 
access to over 15 liters of water per person per 
day.  43 (80%) displacement sites reported having 
no latrines. 

FOOD, NUTRITION AND LIVELIHOODS: 3 (6%) 
sites, representing 2,488 individuals, reported no 
access to food.  83% of sites reported that IDPs did 
not have access to income generating activities.

HEALTH: Malaria was the primary health concern in 
this round of data collection with 24 sites reporting 
this.

EDUCATION: In 4%  of  sites 50% or less of the 
children on site are attending formal primary school. 
Formal primary school education is available at 50 
sites. Alternative basic education (ABE) is available 
at 3 sites.

COMMUNICATION: 72% of sites reported that 
families/friends were IDPs primary source of 
information followed by local leaders at 26% of 
sites. 
Figure 1 illustrates trends in stock totals of 
displacement in the region over time compared to 
recent displacement. Figure 2 shows IDP numbers 
dissagregated by cause over time. 

Figure 1: IDPs by cause of displacement by round

* There were 3 inacessible sites in round 11

AFAR REGION IN CONTEXT
 
The displacement context in Afar is less volatile 
that in other regions as the majority of the IDP 
population is in a state of protracted displacement. 
The decrease in the number of households and 
individuals since round 10 is as a result of the 
closure of two displacement sites. These sites 
were closed through the region’s resettlement 
program. This is part of a government initiative 
to improve livelihood opportunities for IDP 
communities. As a result of the predominantly 
protracted caseload in in Afar assessment fatigue 
poses a challenge to DTM data collection. In this 
round, DTM was unable to access one site as a 
result of assessment fatigue. 
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MOBILITY TRENDS AND CAUSE OF DISPLACEMENT
At 2 of the 54 sites new IDP arrivals were recorded 
in 2018 while at 21 sites new arrivals were last 
observed in 2017. At the remaining 31 sites new 
arrivals were last observed before 2017. 

None of the sites identified opened in 2018 while 
20.37% opened between January and December 
2017 and 79.63% of sites opened before 2017.

Figure 2 shows the  number of IDPs displaced by 
zone and cause of displacement. Figure 3 shows the 
distribution of IDPs by driver of displacement and 
time of displacement.       

96.25% of IDPs in the region are internally displaced 
from the region, within the region. Of the IDPs 
displaced within the region, 94.78% were displaced 
within their zone of origin. 3.03% (1,620) of IDPs 
had reportedly been previously displaced. 

Figure 2: IDPs displaced by zone and cause of displacement 

Figure 3: Distribution of IDPs by cause of displacement and time of displacement  
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DURABLE SOLUTIONS, VOULNERABILITIES AND 
DEMOGRAPHICS
DTM sources reported that IDPs did not foresee a 
resolution to their displacement. 

At 98.15% of sites IDPs prefer reintegration as a 
durable solution to their displacement while at 
1.85% sites they prefer return.  

Figure 5 shows the percentage of sites reporting 
various obstacles to returns, while figure 6 shows 
support IDPs need to return or reintegrate.
 

The demographic breakdown is shown in figure 7. 
Individuals with specific vulnerabilities were also 
reported at displacement sites and are represented 
in figure 8. 

Figure 4: % Sites reporting obstacles to return

Figure 5: % Sites by support needed to return or reintegrate  

Figure 6: Demographic breakdown   

Figure 7: Voulnerable populations 7%
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Voulnerabilities Individuals
Breastfeeding Mothers # 995
Child headed Households 3
Elderly headed Households 213
Elderly Persons without care 
givers

47

Members of ethnic minorities  # 0
Members of religious minorities  # 0
Orphaned Children 93
Persons w/ Chronic Diseases/
Serious Medical Conditions

46

Persons w/ Disabilities # over 18 122
Persons w/ Disabilities # under 18 71
Pregnant girls # under 18 0
Pregnant Women # over 18 836
Separated Children 113
Single-female headed Households 234
Single-male headed Households 157
Unaccompanied Children 6
Grand Total 2,936
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Round 10 - 11 Comparison Table

Zone Woreda Displacement Reason
Round 10

% change in estimated # of HHs
Round 11

HHs Individuals Sites HHs Individuals Sites
Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Climate Induced  1,150  6,898  3 NO CHANGE  1,150  6,906  3 
Awsi (Zone 1) Dubti Climate Induced  300  1,800  1 NO CHANGE  300  1,800  1 
Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Climate Induced  285  1,710  3 NO CHANGE  285  1,708  3 
Awsi (Zone 1) Kurri Climate Induced  30  180  1 NO CHANGE  30  180  1 
Awsi (Zone 1) Mile Climate Induced  230  1,380  1 NO CHANGE  230  1,380  1 
Awsi (Zone 1) Total  1,995  11,968  9 NO CHANGE  1,995  11,974  9 
Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Other  508  3,048  4 NO CHANGE  508  2,963  4 
Fenti (Zone 4) Gulina Climate Induced  183  1,098  1 NO CHANGE  183  1,098  1 
Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Climate Induced  330  2,000  2 NO CHANGE  330  1,980  2 
Fenti (Zone 4) Yalo Other  48  288  1 NO CHANGE  48  289  1 
Fenti (Zone 4) Total  1,069  6,434  8 NO CHANGE  1,069  6,330  8 
Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Climate Induced  845  5,070  5 NO CHANGE  845  5,070  5 
Gabi (Zone 3) Argoba Special Climate Induced  400  2,400  1 NO CHANGE  400  2,402  1 
Gabi (Zone 3) Awash Fentale Climate Induced  365  2,190  1 NO CHANGE  365  2,190  1 
Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Climate Induced  270  1,620  1 NO CHANGE  270  1,620  1 
Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Climate Induced  500  3,000  2 NO CHANGE  500  3,000  2 
Gabi (Zone 3) Gewane Climate Induced  1,200  7,200  3 -50.00%  600  3,600  1 
Gabi (Zone 3) Total  3,580  21,480  13 -16.76%  2,980  17,882  11 
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Zone Woreda Displacement Reason
Round 10

% change in estimated # of HHs
Round 11

HHs Individuals Sites HHs Individuals Sites
Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Conflict  68  408  1 NO CHANGE  68  408  1 
Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Conflict  266  1,596  2 NO CHANGE  266  1,595  2 
Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Climate Induced  301  1,806  3 NO CHANGE  301  1,806  3 
Hari (Zone 5) Simurobi Gele’alo Conflict  54  325  1 NO CHANGE  54  325  1 
Hari (Zone 5) Telalak Other  31  186  1 NO CHANGE  31  186  1 
Hari (Zone 5) Total  882  5,203  10 NO CHANGE  882  5,289  10 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Climate Induced  286  1,716  2 NO CHANGE  286  1,716  2 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Berahile Climate Induced  62  372  1 NO CHANGE  62  372  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Climate Induced  31  186  1 NO CHANGE  31  185  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Other  360  2,160  1 NO CHANGE  360  2,160  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Climate Induced  394  2,364  5 +26.90%  500  3,000  5 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Erebti Climate Induced  45  270  1 NO CHANGE  45  270  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Climate Induced  159  954  2 NO CHANGE  159  953  2 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Climate Induced  265  1,590  2 NO CHANGE  265  1,590  2 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Conflict  280  1,678  1 NO CHANGE  280  1,680  1 
Kilbati (Zone 2) Total  1,882  11,290  16 +5.63%  1,988  11,926  16 
Climate Induced Sum  7,793  46,686  44 -6.34%  7,299  43,795  42 
Conflict Sum  668  4,007  5 NO CHANGE  668  4,008  5 

Other Sum  947  5,682  7 NO CHANGE  947  5,598  7 
Grand Total  9,408  56,375  56 -5.25%  8,914  53,401  54 
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ABOUT DTM

DTM GLOBAL
The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) is a 
system to track and monitor displacement and 
population mobility. It is designed to regularly and 
systematically capture, process and disseminate 
information to provide a better understanding of 
the movements and evolving needs of displaced 
populations, whether on site or en route. More 
information is available at www.globaldtm.info. 

DTM IN ETHIOPIA
In Ethiopia, data is collected at zone, woreda and 
site level. Since September 2016, eleven rounds 
of assessments have been completed. The DTM 
programme is implemented in close collaboration 
with the National Disaster Risk Management 
Commission, regional, zonal and woreda 
counterparts and DTMs implementing partner, the 
Danish Refugee Council (DRC).

METHODOLOGY
IOM’s DTM team composed of enumerators from 
IOM and DRC were deployed across the country to 
collect the data. The process involved the following 
steps:
Zone level: Interviews with key informants from 

the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Office 
(DPPO), community representatives, and the 
education and health offices collect Information 
including (among others) estimated caseload of 
displaced population, identification of woredas 
within the zone that host displaced populations, 
reason for displacement, time of arrival of IDPs and 
location of origin. 

Woreda level: Information is collected from key 
woreda informants and includes (among others) 
estimated length of stay, number of displaced 
households and individuals at woreda level, 
displaced population by type of temporary 
settlements and approximate locations of 
identifiable displacement sites. The information is 
used to plan site assessments.

Site assessments: In-depth IDP site assessments 
capture detailed information through key informant 
interviews, direct observation and focus group 
discussions with male, female, elderly, children 
and IDP representatives. Data on available services 
by sector, accessibility constraints, exact type, 
location and name of the site, place of origin of 
IDPs, estimated size and type of the site and most 
common type of shelter are captured. Age and 
gender disaggregation for the site is extrapolated 
using a demographic calculator 

tool based on the age range and sex of the household 
members of 20 randomly selected households from 
the site.

For more information:
Mr. Daniel Salamon
DTM Programme coordinator
dsalmon@iom.int

Ms. Nikki Herwanger
DTM Information Management Officer
NHerwanger@iom.int



Infants (0-4 y) Children (5-14 y) Youth (15-17 y) Adults (18-59 y) Elderly (60 +y)

Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Female                       141                            329                          165                           447                        117         1,199 

Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Male                       165                            282                          188                           471                          94         1,200 

Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Female                       216                            303                          130                           432                          86         1,167 

Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Male                       216                            324                          151                           411                        130         1,232 

Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Female                       110                            287                          155                           428                          66         1,046 

Awsi (Zone 1) Afambo Male                       157                            265                          132                           442                          66         1,062 

Awsi (Zone 1) Dubti Female                       195                            315                            60                           330                          60            960 

Awsi (Zone 1) Dubti Male                       135                            315                            60                           315                          15            840 

Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Female                         50                               76                            35                           106                          20            287 

Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Male                         61                               76                            30                           101                          15            283 

Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Female                         46                               88                            36                           108                          15            293 

Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Male                         62                               98                            46                           108                          21            335 

Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Female                         61                               56                            33                             94                             9            253 

Awsi (Zone 1) Elidar Male                         56                               47                            42                             98                          14            257 

Awsi (Zone 1) Kurri Female                         19                               34                              8                             28                             6              95 

Awsi (Zone 1) Kurri Male                         14                               34                              5                             28                             4              85 

Awsi (Zone 1) Mile Female                       187                            292                            70                           211                          12            772 

Awsi (Zone 1) Mile Male                         94                            211                            58                           222                          23            608 

Awsi (Zone 1) Total                    1,985                         3,432                      1,404                       4,380                        773       11,974       1,995 

Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Female                         23                               26                            26                             58                          12            145 

Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Male                         26                               35                            26                             55                             9            151 

Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Female                       205                            219                          132                           337                          44            937 

Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Male                       190                            293                          146                           307                          29            965 

Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Female                         67                               65                            78                           145                          24            379 

Fenti (Zone 4) Ewa Male                         78                               93                            56                           138                          21            386 

Fenti (Zone 4) Gulina Female                       143                            159                            48                           143                          16            509 

Fenti (Zone 4) Gulina Male                       103                            199                            96                           175                          16            589 

Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Female                         85                               94                          113                           178                          38            508 

Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Male                         85                            150                          131                           188                          19            573 

Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Female                         93                            110                            76                           178                          26            483 

Fenti (Zone 4) Teru Male                         68                               85                            76                           170                          17            416 

Fenti (Zone 4) Yalo Female                         39                               28                            30                             53                             6            156 

Fenti (Zone 4) Yalo Male                         30                               17                            25                             55                             6            133 

Fenti (Zone 4) Total                    1,235                         1,573                      1,059                       2,180                        283         6,330       1,069 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female                       208                            435                          139                           348                          52         1,182 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male                       139                            365                          122                           400                           -           1,026 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female                       119                            145                            26                           188                          17            495 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male                         85                            196                            68                           179                             9            537 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female                       105                            157                            26                           157                          26            471 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male                         96                            157                            44                           157                          35            489 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female                         35                               59                            11                             63                          14            182 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male                         31                               66                            17                             59                          11            184 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Female                         58                               71                            13                             92                             8            242 

Gabi (Zone 3) Amibara Male                         42                               96                            33                             87                             4            262 

20-Jun-16         350 Seasonal Flood Before 2017
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Site Open Date Cause DurationZone Woreda Sex
Age Groups

Total HHs

ANNEX I : INTERNAL DISPLACEMENTS IN AFAR REGION AS OF JUNE 2018
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Infants (0-4 y) Children (5-14 y) Youth (15-17 y) Adults (18-59 y) Elderly (60 +y)
Site Open Date Cause DurationZone Woreda Sex

Age Groups
Total HHs

ANNEX I : INTERNAL DISPLACEMENTS IN AFAR REGION AS OF JUNE 2018

Gabi (Zone 3) Argoba Special Female                       222                            343                          121                           343                        101         1,130 

Gabi (Zone 3) Argoba Special Male                       242                            545                          101                           323                          61         1,272 

Gabi (Zone 3) Awash Fentale Female                       210                            191                          152                           438                        133         1,124 

Gabi (Zone 3) Awash Fentale Male                       191                            171                          133                           457                        114         1,066 

Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Female                       114                            177                          101                           304                          76            772 

Gabi (Zone 3) Dulecha Male                       177                            165                          139                           291                          76            848 

Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Female                       147                            227                          120                           320                          53            867 

Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Male                       120                            307                          146                           320                          40            933 

Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Female                       109                            160                            92                           168                          25            554 

Gabi (Zone 3) Galalu Male                       101                            193                          159                           168                          25            646 

Gabi (Zone 3) Gewane Female                       245                            661                          367                           466                        122         1,861 

Gabi (Zone 3) Gewane Male                       441                            466                          318                           441                          73         1,739 

Gabi (Zone 3) Total                    3,237                         5,353                      2,448                       5,769                     1,075       17,882       2,980 

Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Female                         32                               40                            24                             80                          12            188 

Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Male                         40                               68                            24                             80                             8            220 

Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Female                         25                               28                            11                             56                          11            131 

Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Male                         31                               34                            17                             59                             8            149 

Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Female                         55                               92                            43                           123                          25            338 

Hari (Zone 5) Dalfagi Male                         74                               99                            37                           123                          18            351 

Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Female                         88                            136                            58                           185                          39            506 

Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Male                         97                            175                            68                           204                          29            573 

Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Female                         67                               74                            22                             71                             7            241 

Hari (Zone 5) Dewe Male                         48                               93                            45                             82                             7            275 

Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Female                       109                            109                            36                           145                          14            413 

Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Male                         58                            188                            65                           138                          14            463 

Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Female                         55                               76                            29                             80                          11            251 

Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Male                         29                               65                            29                             69                             7            199 

Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Female                         52                               83                            16                             79                          24            254 

Hari (Zone 5) Hadelela Male                         36                               83                            16                             75                          16            226 

Hari (Zone 5) Simurobi Gele'alo Female                         26                               38                            29                             53                             3            149 

Hari (Zone 5) Simurobi Gele'alo Male                         35                               47                            32                             53                             9            176 

Hari (Zone 5) Telalak Female                         21                               11                            11                             40                             4              87 

Hari (Zone 5) Telalak Male                         23                               17                            11                             42                             6              99 

Hari (Zone 5) Total                    1,001                         1,556                          623                       1,837                        272         5,289          882 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Female                         53                               35                            31                             92                          22            233 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Male                         39                               48                            35                             88                          31            241 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Female                       136                            135                            79                           226                          56            632 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Afdera Male                       113                            113                            79                           237                          68            610 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Berahile Female                         18                               51                            22                             69                          15            175 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Berahile Male                         25                               51                            26                             77                          18            197 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Female                       277                            218                            99                           416                          60         1,070 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Male                       218                            238                          178                           396                          60         1,090 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Female                         23                               14                            11                             36                             5              89 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Bidu Male                         21                               20                            11                             39                             5              96 
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Infants (0-4 y) Children (5-14 y) Youth (15-17 y) Adults (18-59 y) Elderly (60 +y)
Site Open Date Cause DurationZone Woreda Sex

Age Groups
Total HHs
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Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female                         38                               38                            18                             56                          12            162 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male                         30                               44                            24                             56                          15            169 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female                         21                               32                            25                             75                          14            167 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male                         28                               53                            32                             68                          18            199 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female                         48                               41                            29                             74                          11            203 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male                         44                               59                            33                             63                          18            217 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female                         78                               61                            39                           111                          22            311 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male                         67                               78                            33                             95                          33            306 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Female                       136                            124                            56                           215                          57            588 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Dalul Male                       124                            170                          101                           226                          57            678 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Erebti Female                         27                               27                            13                             53                             8            128 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Erebti Male                         27                               32                            16                             54                          13            142 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Female                         24                               54                            24                             79                          16            197 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Male                         21                               62                            37                             83                          20            223 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Female                         59                               59                            29                             98                          24            269 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Koneba Male                         44                               54                            44                             98                          24            264 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Female                       147                            175                            98                           296                          61            777 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Male                       114                            207                          113                           310                          69            813 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Female                       147                            163                          114                           326                          65            815 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Megale Male                         98                            245                          130                           310                          82            865 

Kilbati (Zone 2) Total                    2,245                         2,701                      1,579                       4,422                        979       11,926       1,988 

Grand Total                    9,703                       14,615                      7,113                     18,588                     3,382       53,401       8,914 

Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) conducted in collaboration with Danish Refugee Council (DRC)

Disclaimer: Age and gender disaggregation for the site is extrapolated using a demographic calculator tool based on the age range and sex of the household members of 20 randomly selected households from 

the site.
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