
IOM COVID-19

IMPACT ON

POINTS OF ENTRY

BI-WEEKLY ANALYSIS

1 SEPTEMBER 2021

0



COVERPHOTO:
© NatalieOren/IOM NigeriaAugust2021

SinceJuly2020, amid the COVID-19 pandemic,IOM has lead the provisionof COVID-19 related health
servicesin 19 countriesto United Nationsstaff and their families so that they can continueto work
wheretheyareneeded.

In Abuja,Nigeria,servicesprovidedincludetestingfor COVID-19, managementof COVID-19patientsand
isolation facilities, mental health and psychosocialsupport and referral for a higher-level of care,
includinghospitalizationandmedicalevacuationwhereneeded.

© 2021InternationalOrganizationfor Migration(IOM)

All rights reserved. No part of this publicationmay be reproduced,stored in a retrieval
system,or transmittedin anyform or by anymeans,electronic,mechanical,photocopying,
recording, or otherwise without the prior written permission of the International
Organizationfor Migration (IOM).

1

Potential AI Applications to DTM and Recommendations

Theopinionsexpressedin the report arethoseof the authorsanddo not necessarilyreflect the
views of the InternationalOrganizationfor Migration (IOM). Thedesignationsemployedandthe
presentation of material throughout the report do not imply the expressionof any opinion
whatsoeveron the part of IOM concerningthe legal statusof any country, territory, city or
area,or of its authorities,or concerningits frontiersorboundaries.

IOM is committed to the principle that humaneand orderly migration benefits migrantsand
society. Asan intergovernmentalorganization,IOM actswith its partnersin the international
community to assist in meeting the operational challenges of migration, advance
understandingof migration issues, encouragesocial and economic development through
migrationandupholdthe humandignityand well-beingof migrants.

Pleasesend any feedback,comments and suggestionsrelated to the Covid-19 Mobility
Trackingdashboardsandoutputsto the DTMCovid-19Teamatdtmcovid19@iom.int
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The current COVID-19 pandemichas affected global mobility both in terms of international mobility restrictionsand restrictive
measureson internal movement. Tobetter understandhow COVID-19 affectsglobalmobility, IOMhasdevelopeda globalmobility
databaseto gather,mapandtrackdataon theserestrictivemeasuresimpactingmovement. Theinformation in this report relieson
a compilationof inputs from multiple sources,includingfrom IOM staff in the field, DTMreports on flow monitoring and mobility
tracking.

Pointsof Entry(PoEs):

Å Asof 26 August2021, a total of 4,427PoEswereassessedin 183C/T/As: 1,103(25%) airports,2,596(59%) landbordercrossing
pointsand728(16%) bluebordercrossingpoints.

Å Overall,12per centof the assessedPoEswere fully closed(a2 p.p. decreasecomparedto the previousreportingperiod),29per
cent partially operational (a 3 p.p. increasecomparedto the previousreport) and 52 per cent fully operational (no change
comparedto the previousreportingperiod),howeverthe operationalstatusof PoEsvariedacrossIOMRegionsandPoEtypes:

o TheIOM Regionwith the highestshareof fully closedPoEswasWest and CentralAfrica(21%, i.e. a 18 p.p. decrease
comparedto the previousreportingperiod),followed by South-EasternEurope,EasternEuropeandCentralAsia(18%,
i.e. no changecomparedto the previousreportingperiod);

o TheEuropeanEconomicArearemainedthe IOMRegionwith the highestpercentageof fully operationalPoEs(84%, no
changecomparedto the previousreportingperiod),followedby EastandHornof Africa(71%, no changecomparedto
the previousreporting period), Middle Eastand North Africa (62%; i.e. a 5 p.p. increasecomparedto the previous
report), andSouth-EasternEurope,EasternEuropeandCentralAsia(54%, a 4 p.p. decreaseon a fortnightly basis);

o About 14 per cent of the assessedlandborder crossingpoints,globally,were fully closed. Forairportsandblue border
crossingpoints this wasreported as10 and 5 per cent, respectively,with consistentdecreasesrecordedfor land and
bluebordercrossingpointscomparedto the previousreportingperiod;

o The share of fully operational locationsdecreasedfor airports (67%, a 5 p.p. decreasecomparedto the previous
reporting period), while it increasedfor land border crossingspoints (45%, i.e. a 2 p.p. increasecomparedto the
previousreporting period) and remainedstablefor blue border crossingpoints (54%, i.e. no changecomparedto the
previousreportingperiod).
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Methodology & Definitions

4

Tobetter understandand capturehow COVID-19 affectsglobalmobility, IOM hasdevelopeda globaldatabaseusedto map, track
andanalysethe impactthe pandemicishavingon Pointsof Entry(PoEs) andother keypointsandlocationsof internalmobility. This
systemfor data collectionand analysis,which hasbeenoperationalsinceMarch 2020, is calledMobility and RestrictionsMapping
(MRM) and was developedin phasesrespondingto the evolution of the pandemicand the resulting restrictivenessat points of
entry and locationsof internal mobility. Until the end of Augustthe systemwasin phasetwo and wascomposedof components,
calledmodules,tailored to capturedifferent information. Thisincludedmodulesfor mappingPoEoperationalstatusandmeasures,
aswell asother modulesrelatedto observationsat keylocationsof internal mobility. Modulesrelatedto internalmobility captured
informationon generalCOVID-19 measureswithin countrycontexts,internalmobility restrictions,the situationat in-country transit
pointsandareassuchascitiesandprovincesthat havespecificCOVID-19 measuresin placewhichmaydiffer from thoseimposedat
country level,andsitesandlocationswith populationsof interest (strandedforeigners/migrantsandor internallydisplacedpersons
whosemobility wasimpacteddueto COVID-19 measures).

Sincethe beginningof September2020, phasethree of the MRMisbasedon gradualimprovementsaswell ason recommendations
providedby usersandkeystakeholders. It is aimedat establishinga GlobalPoEReferenceDatabase-masterlist, usedasa baseline
for other assessments. Thiswill be a comprehensivelist of all officialPoEsworldwideandwill expandon the originalPoEmoduleto
captureinformation on the official and operationalstatusof observedPoEs(airports,blue border crossingpoints and land border
crossingpoints). It will be implementedin all countries,territories and areascurrently captured in the databasebut will aim to
reachevery country in the world and all PoEs. All data collectedthrough previousversionsof the module sinceMarch 2020 will
continueto beupdatedregularly.

Throughphasethree, data collectedfor key locationsof internal mobility (in countries,areasor siteswith populationsof interest)
will continueto be collectedandprocessedthroughthe existingmodulesandwill continueto be functionalin the improvedversion
of the MRMsystem.

ThePointsof EntryBi-WeeklyAnalysisreport andthe KeyLocationsof InternalMobility Monthly Analysisreport serveto presentan
overviewof theseCOVID-19 related changesobservedat the assessedairports, blue border crossingpoints, land border crossing
points,aswell asat internal transit points,andother keylocationsof internalmobility.

TheIOM COVID-19 Impact on Pointsof Entry Bi-WeeklyAnalysisis meant to serveIOM Member States,IOM, UN and voluntary
partner agencies,the civil society,includingmedia,aswell asthe generalpopulationin analysingthe impactof COVID-19 pandemic
on PoEs. It is particularly relevant when identifying and addressingspecificneeds faced by migrants and mobile populations,
disproportionatelyaffectedby the globalmobility restrictions.

Thereport is basedon information provided by IOM field staff, usingresourcesavailableat the IOM country office level and is
accurateto the bestofLhaΩǎknowledgeat the time of compilation. All information isbeingconstantlyvalidated,includingthe geo-
locationandattributes, and through regularassessmentsand triangulationof information. Theupdatesdependon the time frame
within which the information becomesavailableand is processedby IOM. For this reason, the analysisis alwaysdated and
timestampedin order to reflect the reality at a giventime. However,as the situation continuouslyevolvesand changes,despite
LhaΩǎbestefforts, the analysismaynot alwaysaccuratelyreflect the multiple andsimultaneousrestrictivemeasuresbeingimposed
at a specificlocation.

This report providesan overview and analysison the data from a global and regional perspectiveof PoEs. For more detailed
country-specificinformationanddatasetusedfor the analysispleasevisit: https://migration.iom.int/
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Methodology & Definitions

Asthe situation of the COVID-19 pandemiccontinuesto evolve,the resultingrestrictivemeasuresissuedto mitigate the spread,
havebecomeincreasinglycomplexand varied. TheIOM databasemonitoring the impacton points of entry hasbeenupdatedin a
way which reflectsthe variedstagesof measuresissuedat different timesby countries,territories or areas. Assuch,the evolution
of globalrestrictivemeasures,hasresultedin variedupdatetimelinesand canexplainthe differencein monthly updates. Datahas
been collected between 13 March 2020 and 26 August2021. Data for 84 per cent of the PoEshave been updated since the
beginningof August,while 16 per centof the PoEshavebeenupdatedduringthe month of July. Formore informationseeTable1.2
in the Annex.

Forfurther informationon the methodology,definitionsandexplanationpleaserefer to the MethodologyFramework.

Regionalmapsareavailablehere.

Datais collectedon the following location types:

Å Airports(currentlyor recentlyfunctioningairport with a designatedInternationalAir TransportAssociation(IATA)code)
Å BlueBorderCrossingPoints(internationalbordercrossingpoint on sea,river or lake)
Å LandBorderCrossingPoints(internationalbordercrossingpoint on land,includingrail)

Thefollowing operationalstatusis capturedfor eachassessedPoE:

Å Fullyoperational:
Å Openfor entry andexit: all travelerscanusethe PoE.

Å Partiallyoperational:
Å Openfor commercialtraffic only: only transportof goodsispermitted, travelersarenot allowedto cross;
Å Closedfor entry: travelerscannotusethis locationto enter the country,territory or area;
Å Closedfor exit: travelerscannotusethis PoEto leavethe country,territory or area;
Å Openfor returning nationalsand residentsonly: the PoEis open to returning nationalsand residentsonly, including

military and humanitarianpersonneland other specialgroups for whom entry and exit is permitted accordingto
nationalproceduresin place.

Å Fullyclosed:
Å Closedfor both entry andexit: no oneispermitted to usethe PoE.

Å Unknown

List of acronyms used throughout thereport
ω C/T/As: countries, territories orareas
ω DTM: Displacement Tracking Matrix
ω IBM: Immigration and Border Management
ω IDPs: Internally DisplacedPersons
ω MRM: Mobility and Restrictions Mapping
ω PoE: Point ofEntry
ω p.p.: Percentage Point1

ω SOPs: Standard Operating Procedures

Data is geographicallyaggregatedby IOM RegionalOffices. The list of countriesunder eachIOM RegionalOffice can be found

here: https://www .iom.int/regional-offices
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1. Not to be confused with per cent, percentage point (p.p.) refers to an increase or decrease of a percentage rather than anincrease or decrease in the raw number.
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Tobetter understandhow COVID-19 hasaffectedthe varioustravel restrictionsanddisruptionshamperingglobalmobility, this report
looksatLhaΩǎglobalmobility databaseto map and gather data on the locations,statusand different restrictionsat PoEsglobally,
including airports, blue border crossing points and land border crossing points. This report also looks at the impacts on
stranded migrantsandother populationssuchastouristswho areaffectedby the changesin mobility measuresusinga compilation
of inputsfrom multiple sources,includingfrom IOMstaff in the field, DTMreportson flow monitoringandmobility trackingaswell as
from trusted mediasources.

TheIOM COVID-19 Impacton Pointsof EntryBi-WeeklyAnalysisreport providesan overviewandanalysison the data from a global
andregionalperspective,usingdataupdatedasof 26 August2021.

IOM has assessed4,427 total PoEsin 182 countries, terrtories and areas,so far. Of these PoEs, 2,596 (58%) were land border
crossingpoints,1,103(26%) were airportsand728(16%) were blue border crossingpoints (sea-, river and lakeports). More details
canbe foundin Table1 in the Annex.

Ofall assessedPoEs, 12per cent werereportedasfully closedand52per cent werereportedto be fully operational. Another29 per
cent were partially operational. At the regionallevel,West and CentralAfrica wasthe regionwith the highestpercentageof fully
closed assessedPoEs(21% out of 488), followed by South-EasternEurope,EasternEuropeand Central Asia (18% out of 849).
Conversely,EuropeanEconomicAreaandCentralandNorth Americaandthe Caribbeanwere the regionswith the lowestpercentage
of fullyclosedassessedPoEs(6%out of 874, 6%out of 432, respectively). More detailscanbe foundin the Annex,in Table 1 and2.

4,427
Assessed Points of Entry 

182
AssessedC/T/As

Global map of assessed PoEsand their operational status

Disclaimer: Thismap is for illustration purposeonly. Theboundariesand the namesshownand
the designationsusedon this mapdo not implyofficial endorsementor acceptanceby IOM.
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2. Overview of Airports
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IOM assessed1,103 airports in 180 countries, territories and areas. Of the assessedairports, 10 per cent or 108 airports were
reported to be fully closed(a 3 p.p. increasecomparedto the previousreport). Airports with partially operational statuswere
reported for 16 per cent or 175airports (a 5 p.p. increasecomparedto the previousreport). For67 per cent (734airports)of the
assessedairports,the operationalstatuswasreported to be fully operational (a 5 p.p. decreasecomparedto the previousreport).
Information wasnot availablefor the remaining8 per cent (a 1 p.p. decreaseon a fortnightly basis)of assessedairports (for more
details,seeTable3 in the Annex).

The IOM region that reported the highest percentage of fully closed
airportswasSouth-EasternEurope,EasternEuropeandCentralAsiawith 70
out of 192 closedairports or 36 per cent (an increaseof 16 p.p. over the
previous update), followed by South America (12 out of 43, or 28%, of
assessedairports are closed). Conversely,the EuropeanEconomicArea
remained the region with the highest proportion of fully operational
airportswith 96 per cent of the total or 193out of 201fully operational(no
changecomparedto the previousreport). It wasfollowed by EastandHorn
of Africa(91%of fully operationalairports, i.e. no changecomparedto the
previous report) and Central and West Africa (82% of fully operational
locations,i.e. no changecomparedto the previousreport).

Global map of assessed airports and their operational status

Disclaimer: Thismap is for illustration purposeonly. Theboundariesand the namesshownand the
designationsusedon this mapdo not implyofficial endorsementor acceptanceby IOM.
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3. Overview of Blue Border Crossing Points 

(sea-, river and lake ports)
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IOM assesseda total of 728 blue border crossingpoints in 116 countries, territories and areas. The operationalstatus of the
assessedblueborder crossingpointsvariedslightlyin the pasttwo weeks. Fiveper cent, or 56 locations,were reported to be fully
closed(a 3 p.p. decreasecomparedto the previousreport), while the portion of partially operational blue border crossingpoints
wasreported at 31 per cent (no relativechangecomparedto the previousreporting period). Finally,54 per cent of the locations
were reported as fully operational (no relativechangecomparedto the previousreport). Information wasnot availablefor 9 per
cent of the locations(for moredetails,seeTable3 in the Annex).

Central America,North Americaand the Caribbeanwas the IOM region
with the highestshareof fully closedblue border crossingpoints (17 out of
44, 39% of the total, a 2 p.p. decreasecomparedto the previousreport),
followed by SouthernAfrica , with 11 per cent (4 out of 38 assessedblue
border points in the region,no changecomparedto the previousreporting
period). The EuropeanEconomicArea region continued to be the IOM
region with the highest share of fully operational blue border crossing
points with 140 fully operational locationsout of the 142 assessedblue
border crossingpoints in the region(99%of the total, no changecompared
to the previousreport). The region with the secondhighestshareof fully
operationalblue border PoEswasEastandHornof Africa,with 88 per cent
or 77 out of 88 ports reported as fully operational, followed by South-
EasternEurope,EasternEuropeand CentralAsiawith 71 of 120 or 59 per
cent.

Global map of assessed blue border crossing points and their operational status

Disclaimer: Thismap is for illustration purposeonly. Theboundariesand the namesshownand the
designationsusedon this mapdo not implyofficial endorsementor acceptanceby IOM.
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