
The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic at 
the beginning of 2020 has affected global and 
regional mobility, including mobility in the DTM 
REMAP project countries, through various travel 
disruptions and restrictions. 

To better understand how the pandemic affects 
global mobility, the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) developed an online tool 
and database to register points of entry, exit and 
transit - such as airports and land and blue border 
crossing points - where mobility restrictions 
and preparedness and response measures are 
in place. To support these efforts, over a period 
of 12 months, the Displacement Tracking Matrix 
Regional Evidence for Migration Analysis and 
Policy (DTM REMAP) national teams mapped 
and gathered data on the locations, statuses and 
restrictions at Points of Entry (PoE) in the project 
countries.

The information gathered allows more in-depth 
analysis to uncover specific trends related to the 
locations, statuses and restrictions of PoEs in 
these countries. 

During the reporting period, the number of 
assessed PoEs in the DTM REMAP project countries 
gradually increased from 155 to 2001 PoEs. 

The most common type of PoE reported in 
February was land borders (111), followed by 
airports (64) and blue borders (25). Areas of 
interest, populations of interest and internal 
transit points were also assessed but were not 
taken into account for further analysis in this 
snapshot.

Contact: dtmremapsupport@iom.int
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ASSESSED POES BY TYPE 
(AS OF FEBRUARY 2021)

111
Land borders 

73
Areas of 
interest 

64
Airports  

21
Populations of 
interest 
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Internal 
transit points
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ASSESSED POES BY TYPE AND BY COUNTRY
(AS OF FEBRUARY 2021)

DTM REMAP project countries 
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1Number only represents land borders, airports and blue borders. 
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Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official 
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Disclaimer: This document was produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The views expressed herein can in no way be taken 
to reflect the official opinion of the European Union. 



Funded by the 
European Union

POINT OF ENTRY ANALYSIS COVID-19
DTM REMAP

2

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

0

Iran (Islamic 
Republic of)

Iraq 

Bangladesh
Pakistan 

Afghanistan 

Timeline of confirmed national COVID-19 cases (weekly change) by country and status of PoEs
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Source of confirmed COVID-19 cases: World Health Organization (WHO)Contact: dtmremapsupport@iom.int
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AFGHANISTAN
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18 March
Ban on large 
gatherings 

24 March - 4 April
(Partial) lockdown 
announced in several 
Afghan provinces

21 May  
Easing of 
lockdown in 
Kabul and the 
rest of the 
country 

2-11 March
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 

and Uzbekistan close their 
borders with Afghanistan 

16 March
Pakistan closes Torkham 

border crossing
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Timeline of confirmed national COVID-19 cases (weekly change), status of PoEs and
country-level mobility restrictions

22 June 
Torkham border crossing 

reopens six days per week 
for business and regular 

migrants 

August 
Large-scale inflows, 
as well as outflows, 

recommence, especially 
at the Spin Boldak-

Chaman border crossing

Contact: dtmremapsupport@iom.int or DTMAfghanistan@iom.int
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Operational status PoE Timeline COVID-19 cases
Confirmed COVID-19 casesFully operational

Partially operational

Fully closed 

Unknown status

Source of confirmed COVID-19 cases: World Health 
Organization (WHO)

29 September 
Reopening of 

public elementary 
and primary 

schools

1 January  
Resumption 
of flights with 
Uzbekistan

23 February
Launch of 
COVID-19 
vaccination 
campaign

MARCH 2020 - FEBRUARY 2021

October 
While the four major formal border crossings with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and Pakistan have fully reopened, non-
commercial traffic with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan 
remains closed off

15 December
Government of Pakistan imposes 
mandatory COVID-19 testing for 

Afghan nationals entering the 
country at Torkham-Bab-i-Pakistan 

border crossing

4

27 27 26 26

Disclaimer: Please be aware that, due to COVID-19 diagnostic and reporting challenges in Afghanistan, the WHO official source may underestimate the actual 
prevalence of COVID-19 cases in the country. Therefore, it is not possible to positively correlate border closures with the low COVID-19 caseload reported.



Funded by the 
European Union

POINT OF ENTRY ANALYSIS COVID-19
DTM REMAP

BANGLADESH

Fully closed 

Unknown status

Confirmed COVID-19 casesFully operational

Partially operational

Operational status PoE Timeline COVID-19 cases

Source of confirmed COVID-19 cases: World Health 
Organization (WHO)

MARCH 2020 - FEBRUARY 2021

Timeline of confirmed national COVID-19 cases (weekly change), status of PoEs and
country-level mobility restrictions
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Contact: dtmremapsupport@iom.int or REMAPBD@iom.int
*General holidays include measures such as the closure of businesses and offices, educational institutions and a ban on all modes of transport.

MAR 

16 March
Closure of all 

educational
institutions (on 

29 January 2021 
extended until 28 

February 2021)

26 March
Government declares general 

holidays from 26 March to 4 
April 2020 (extended until 31 

May 2020)*

21 July
Facemasks 

mandatory in 
public

1 June
Resumption of domestic 

commercial flights (limited 
availability) and road 

transport services 

16 June
Resumption of 
international 
flights (limited 
availability) 

16 - 30 August
Normalization of 
passenger train 
movements and 
intercity trains

End of March
Government 
places districts 
with severe 
caseloads (red 
zones) under 
lockdown

25 October 
A ‘no mask, no service’ 
policy is put in place in 

public-private offices 
(on 4 December 2020 

extended to include 
supermarkets)

8 November 
Opening of the Benapole border 
crossing point with India to travellers. 
The border point was opened to 
commercial trade in July 2020 

7 December  
Mandatory pre-
departure COVID-19 
tests for all entrants 
into the country who 
are above 10 years old 
of age

JULJUN NOVOCTSEPAUGMAYAPR FEBDEC JAN

7 February
Launch of  COVID-19 
vaccination campaign
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Timeline of confirmed national COVID-19 cases (weekly change), status of PoEs and
country-level mobility restrictions

Contact: dtmremapsupport@iom.int

MARCH 2020 - FEBRUARY 2021

Confirmed COVID-19 casesFully operational

Partially operational

Operational status PoE

Fully closed 

Unknown status

Timeline COVID-19 cases

Source of confirmed COVID-19 cases: World Health
 Organization (WHO)
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14 March
Nationwide 
lockdown

26 March
Nationwide intercity 
travel ban

15 October 
Government 
implements 
movement 
restrictions to 
and from 5 cities 
for 4 days

16 July
Lockdown measures 

reintroduced in 
Tehran

20 July
Authorities 
introduce 
restrictions 
for inbound 
passengers

12 August 
Extension of 
restrictions in cities 
categorized as red

29 June
 Facemasks 
mandatory 

in certain 
public 

spaces

10 October
Facemasks mandatory 

in Tehran

8 March
Flight restrictions 

implemented
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21 November
Nationwide
intercity travel
ban and innercity 
movement
restrictions in cities
categorized as red

20 December
Government suspends both 
direct and connection flights 
with the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland

20 February
Closure of border 
crossings with Iraq for 
travellers in Khuzestan, 
Ilam, Kermanshah 
and West Azerbaijan 
provinces 

9 February
Launch of  COVID-19 

vaccination campaign

2 2 2



Funded by the 
European Union

POINT OF ENTRY ANALYSIS COVID-19
DTM REMAP

IRAQ

6
*KRG: Kurdistan Regional Government
**GOI: Government of Iraq

Timeline of confirmed national COVID-19 cases (weekly change), status of PoEs and
country-level mobility restrictions

Contact: dtmremapsupport@iom.int  or iraqdtm@iom.int

MARCH 2020 - FEBRUARY 2021

Confirmed COVID-19 casesFully operational

Partially operational

Operational status PoE

Fully closed 

Unknown status

Timeline COVID-19 cases

Source of confirmed COVID-19 cases: World Health
 Organization (WHO)
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13 March
*KRG: imposes 

complete 
lockdown + curfew

16 March
**GOI: travel between Iraqi 

provinces banned 

17 March
GOI: International travel to and 
from Iraq suspended 

22 March
GOI: 
Nationwide 
curfew and 
lockdown 
measures 
imposed

22 May 
GOI: End of 

lockdown 
measures 

23 July
Baghdad, Basra and 
Najaf international 
airports reopen for 

commercial travel 

1 August
Erbil and 
Sulaymaniyah 
international 
airports reopen for 
commercial travel

24-25 September 
GOI lifts all curfews that 
were in place across 
federal Iraq and suspends 
flights with Iran until 8 
October 2020

21 August
KRG lifts 
movement 
restrictions 
between KRG 
governates 
and federal 
Iraq

2 November
GOI: Lockdown 
measures remain 
in place

14 March
Ban on travel between KRG 
governates and federal Iraq

1 - 6 June
KRG and GOI 
reimpose complete 
lockdown measures

27 May 
KRG: end of 

lockdown 
measures 
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October
GOI and KRG 
introduce 
mandatory 
PCR tests 
for inbound 
travellers by 
plane 14 December

KRG bans social 
gatherings and 

closes schools until 
7 January 2021. 

Restaurants/cafés 
allowed open until 

midnight

24 December
GOI closes malls, cafés 
and restaurants 19:00-
6:00. KRG closes three 
border crossings with 
Iran. GOI and KRG ban 
travel to and from 
eight countries

14 January
GOI and KRG 
extend ban on 
flights

18 February
GOI imposes a 
nightly curfew Mon-
Thu + full curfew 
Fri-Sun. GOI and 
KRG close malls, 
cafés, entertainment 
centers, sports halls 
and educational 
centers
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Timeline of confirmed national COVID-19 cases (weekly change), status of PoEs and
country-level mobility restrictions

Contact: dtmremapsupport@iom.int or IOMISBDTMREMAPTEAM@iom.int

Source of confirmed COVID-19 cases: World Health
 Organization (WHO)

Confirmed COVID-19 casesFully operational

Partially operational

Operational status PoE

Fully closed 

Unknown status

Timeline COVID-19 cases

MARCH 2020 - FEBRUARY 2021

N
um

ber of assessed PoEs

13 March
Government decides 

to close remaining 
borders

9 May
Government 
decides 
to end 
lockdown in 
phases

22-25 March
Complete lockdown 
in all provinces. 
After 25 March, all 
provinces move to 
partial lockdown

21 March
Government suspends  
international flights

1 October 
Last phase of the 
reopening of educational 
institutions

29 October
Mandatory use 
of facemasks to 

tackle second 
wave
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23 February
Border closure 

with Iran (Islamic 
Republic of)

20 June 
Partial resumption 

of international 
flights 

10 August 
End of COVID-19 

state of emergency 
and lockdown

2 March 
Government closes 

Chaman border crossing
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22 June 
Torkham border crossing  
reopens six days per week for 
business and regular migrants

21 August 
Chaman border 
crossing opens 
for all kinds of 

traffic
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15 December 
Mandatory COVID-19 testing for Afghan nationals entering 
via land borders. The border with China was reopened 
for 10 days for business purposes

18 February 
Launch of COVID-19 
vaccination 
campaign 

14 
September
Creation of list 
of categorized 

countries 
with different 

restrictions for 
inbound travel 1 February

Update of the list of categorized 
countries for inbound travel

22 December 
Government bans 
flights and most 
passengers with 
travel history to the 
United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

24 November
Torkham border crossing was reopened 
for business and regular migrants after 

it was closed for 4 days 

12 February
Torkham border remains 
open (except on Sundays) for 
pedestrians

33 333


