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In order to better understandmigratorymovementsandtrends in

West and Central Africa, IOM, through the DisplacementTracking

Matrix (DTM), implements a population-level flow monitoring

activityknown asflow monitoring(FM).

Flow monitoring,which is implementedin closecollaborationwith

authoritiesandnationalandlocalpartners,is madeup of two tools:

the flow monitoringregistry(FMR),which collects key data on the

size,origin,destinationand forms of mobility flows,and individual

surveys(flowmonitoringsurvey,FMS),conductedamongtravellersin

order to obtain information on the profiles,migratory routes and

intentions of migrants. The monitoring of population flows thus

collects data on migratory flows and trends, the profiles of

travellersand the journeysand intentionsof migrants,in order to

provide a better understandingof mobility in West and Central

Africa.

In Nige r, DTM collectsdataat sevenflowmonitoringpoints(FMPs),

in order to identifyareaswith highcross-border andintra-regional

mobility and collect data on mobility trends, profiles and the

journeyof travellersin the country.

This report presents the data obtained through the flow

monitoring activitiesin October 2021, at sevenFMPsinstalledin

Niger.

For more informationon the flow monitoringmethodology,please

seethe lastpageof this report.
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INTRODUCTION KEY FIGURES

7 flow monitoring points (FMPs) in Niger

2,866 travellers on average observed daily

25% increase in travellers since the previous month

33% outgoingindividualsrecorded

31% incomingindividualsrecorded

91% are nationals of Niger, Nigeria and Chad

88,839 individuals in total observed at all Niger FMPs 
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Migration trends : During the period covered,2,866 peoplewere, on average,observedat FMPseach

day. Thiscorrespondsto a 25 per cent increasefrom the period of September,whenthe dailyaveragewas

2,293 individuals. This increaseis due to changeof the season. With temperaturesdropping,migrantsare

ableto hide themselvesin the crowd and thus passunnoticedalongbypassroutes in Dan Barto (Zinder

region),the unfavorableagriculturalseasonthis yearhasprompted migrantsto headtowards the north of

Niger (towards Algeria and Libya)and the sub-region (Nigeria) for economicreasons. The decreasein

expulsionin Algeriaand a new gold miningsite called"Site 23" (located23 km from Tchibarkaten) have

contributed to a significantinflux of migrants. A similarphenomenonwasalsoseenat Kodango, DanIssaõs

goldminingsite. includingunusualnationalitieslike Asians.

Type of flows: Of the individualsobserved,almosta third (36%) madean internal movement,while 64

per cent madea cross-border movement. Of these,33 per cent left Niger and31 per cent enteredNiger.

Internalflows increasedby 48 per cent comparedto the previousmonth.

Origin and destination : During the month of October, the maincountriesof origin of travellerswere

Niger (71%), Nigeria(24%), Algeria(3%) andtwo per cent from Libyawhile thoseof destinationwere also

Niger (69%), Nigeria (14%), Algeria (8%), Libya (8%) and less than one per cent to Chad. The people

observedtravelledmainlyby privatevehicle(60%), by bus(32%) but alsoby truck (8%).

Traveller Profiles : Of the travellersobserved,75 per cent were adult males,while 16 per cent were

adultwomenandnineper cent were children. Amongthe travellers,6,241peoplewith vulnerabilitieshave

been identified. Lessthan three per cent are children under five, lessthan one per cent are considered

elderly, less than three per cent are pregnant women and less than one per cent of children are

unaccompanied. The travellerswere mainlyof Nigerien(66%), Nigerian(22%) andthree per cent Chadian.

It shouldalsobe noted that nineper cent of other nationalitieswere observed,highlightingNiger'scentral

positionasa transit country for migratoryflows in Africa from the West andCenter Africa.
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MODE OF TRANSPORT

DIRECTION OF FLOWS

ORIGIN AND DESTINATION OF FLOWS
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OVERVIEW OF THE FMP: The Arlit flow monitoringpoint capturesboth cross-border flows to and

from Algeria,and internal movementsbetweenArlit and other localitiesin Niger. The FMPat Arlit has

beenactivesinceFebruary 2016.

Migration trends : During the period covered,anaverageof 963 peoplewere observedat the FMPeach

day. This correspondsto an increaseof 67 per cent comparedto the period of Septemberduring which

the dailyaveragewas576 individuals.This significantincreaseis mainlyexplainedby the discoveryof a gold

miningsite located23 km from Tchibarakaten(namedSite23). Additionally,giventhe economicsituation

in Nigeriadue to the fall of the Naira (the Nigeriancurrency),Nigerianmigrantsare movingin droves in

searchof well-beingin Algeriaby transitingvia Agadezthen Arlit . On the other hand,Nigerienmigration

from the southern part of Arlit can be explainedby the unprofitableagriculturalseasonthis year hence

their interest in turning to gold mining sites. Migrants from other countries headingtowards Algeria

camouflagethemselvesby minglingwith the artisanalminersin order to passthroughbordersandinter-city

checkpoints. It should also be noted that the month of October had fewer expulsionsand arrests in

Algeria,thuspromotingthe passageof migrantsthroughincomingandoutgoingflows.

Type of flows: Amongthe individualsobserved,almostthe two-thirds (71%) madean internalmovement

and29 per cent madea cross-border movement(21%left Niger and8%enteredNiger).

Origin and destination : During the month of October, the maincountriesof origin of travellerswere

Niger (92%) and Algeria (8%), while those of destinationwere also Niger (80%) and Algeria (20%). The

peopleobservedtravelledmainlyby privatevehicle(50%), by bus(35%) andby truck (15%).

Traveller Profiles : Of the travellersobserved,the majority (90%) were adult males,while six per cent

were adultwomenandfour per cent were children. Amongtravellers,575peoplewith vulnerabilitieshave

been identified. Lessthan one per cent are children under five and lessthan one per cent are pregnant

women. The travellershadvariousnationalities,the majority beingNigerien(73%), Nigerian(7%), Chadian

(6%) andSudanese(5%). However, nine per cent of other nationalitieswere alsoobserved. This diversity

of nationalitiesreflectsthe fact that Arlit is a keycrossingpoint alongthe migratoryroutes to North Africa

andto goldminingsites.
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OVERVIEW OF THE FMP: The Séguédine and Madama flow monitoring point capturescross-

border flows to and from Libya. The SéguédineFMPhas been active since February 2016. Given the

immensityof the Agadezregion which covers 703,000 km² (larger than Franceand 21 times larger than

Belgium),a new FMP (Madama) , located near the Libyanborder, was activatedin January 2019 to

better capture cross-border movements due to the proliferation of bypassroads to avoid border

checkpoints. Thus, the two FMPsare complementary; Séguédine only records outgoing flows and

Madama only records incoming flows.

Migration trends : During the period covered,anaverageof 407peoplewere observedat FMPseachday.

This correspondsto an increaseof eightper cent comparedto the period of Septemberduringwhich the

dailyaveragewas378 individuals. This increaseis explainedby outgoingmovementsof migrantsto Libyato

find work asdomesticworkers, they usea bypasspoint located45 km awayto avoidcheckpointsaround

the city of Séguédineto avoidcheckpointsandgaineasieraccessto Libya.

Type of flows: More thanhalfof travellerspassingthroughSéguédineandMadamaleft Niger (60%), while

a quarter enteredNiger (24%). Moreover,16 per cent madean internalmovementto different localitiesin

Niger.

Origin and destination : During the month of October, the main countries of origin of travellerswere

Niger (79%) andLibya(21%) while thoseof destinationwere Libya(61%), Niger (38%) andChad(1%). The

peopleobservedtravelledmainlyin privatevehicles(93%) andby truck (7%).

Traveller Profiles : Among identifiedtravellers,the vastmajority (91%) were men adults,while five per

cent were adult womenandfour per cent were children. Amongtravellers,386 peoplewith vulnerabilities

havebeenidentified. Lessthan one per cent are childrenunder five, lessthan one per cent are the elderly

and less than one per cent are people living with a physicalor mental handicap. There were various

nationalitiesobserved,the largemajority of travellersbeingNigerien (87%), Chadian(4%), Nigerian (3%)

andone per cent Sudanese. It shouldalsobe noted that fiveper cent were of other nationalities.
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OVERVIEW OF THE FMP: The Magaria flow monitoring point was establishedto observecross-

border flows betweenNiger andNigeria,aswell as internal flows. Magariais a town on the border with

Nigeria,where a largenumberof peopletravel from Nigeria,whichservesasone of the maincountriesof

origin for migrants travelling to the Mediterranean. Magariais mainly used by Nigerien and Nigerian

traderswho havehistoricallymaintainedeconomicexchanges. Most essentialproductsfor the Zinder and

Diffa regionspassthroughthis locality. Magaria'sFMPwasactivatedin August 2018.

Migration trends : During the period covered,anaverageof 515peoplewere observedat the FMPeach

day. A significantincreaseof 18 percent was observedcomparedto Septemberflow, when flows were

436. This increasein flows is explainedby the variousbypassroutes that are passableaswell asseasonal

migrants who leave their country of origin at the end of the harvest for economic destinations.

Additionally,growing insecurity in southern Nigeria, northern Cameroon and the Lake Chad region is

contributingto forceddisplacement.

Type of flows: Among the individualsobserved,just under half returned to Niger (49%), while 46 per

cent left Niger andfiveper cent madeaninternalmovementin Niger.

Origin and destination : During the month of October, the maincountriesof origin of travellerswere

Nigeria (51%) andNiger (49%), while those of destinationwere Niger (55%), Nigeria (44%) andone per

cent of other countries. Peopletravelledmainlyby privatevehicle(87%), by truck (8%) andby bus(5%).

Traveller Profiles : Of the identified travellers,49 per cent were adult males,while 37 per cent were

adult womenand14 per cent were children. Amongthe travellers,1,973 peoplewith vulnerabilitieshave

been identified. Less than two per cent are children under five, less than one per cent are elderly

individuals,lessthanone per cent are peoplewith a physicalor mentaldisability,lessthansix per cent are

pregnantwomen andlessthan two per cent per cent are unaccompaniedchildren. More than halfof the

travellers observed were of Nigerien (56%) or Nigerian (43%) nationality and one per cent of

Camerooniannationality.
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OVERVIEW OF THE FMP: Dan Barto's flow monitoring point records cross-border flows between

Niger and Nigeria. Dan Barto is a town near the border with Nigeria, where large numbersof people

transit from Nigeria, which is one of the main countries of origin for migrants travelling to the

Mediterranean. Dan Barto is mainlyusedby Nigerien and Nigerian traders who havea close economic

relationship. Nigeriensgo to Nigeria to buy essentialproductswhile Nigerianscome to Niger to buy raw

materials,animalsandgrains(millet,beans,etc.). DanBarto'sFMPhasbeenactivesinceAugust 2018.

Migration trends : During the period covered,anaverageof 399 peoplewere observedat the FMPeach

day. This correspondsto an increaseof eight per cent from the period of September,when the daily

averagewas370 individuals.This increaseis explainedby a multiplicationof bypassroutes betweenNigeria

and Niger without passingby the Dan Barto police station,who carry out immigrationoperationsin the

areaon a regularbasis. However due to a reducedlogisticsstaff,this post cannotcover the entire area,

knowingthat there are 44 workaroundsaccordingto the migrantsinterviewed. In addition,Octoberõslow

temperaturesenablethe passageof migrantswho camouflagethemselvesby wearingbulky outfits for the

cold like localsto blendinto the villagesandbypassthe routes on foot, in privatevehiclesandby bus.

Type of flows: During the month of October, all the individualsobserved made a cross-border

movement. Among the individuals,42 per cent left Niger and 57 per cent returned to Niger but also a

slightinternalmovementof one per cent wasobserved.

Origin and destination : During the month of October, the two countriesof origin of travellerswere

Nigeria(58%) andNiger (42%), while thoseof destinationwere Niger (83%) andNigeria(17%). The people

observedtravelledmainlyby bus(50%) andby privatevehicle(50%).

Traveller Profiles : Of the travellersobserved,52 per cent were adult males,while 31 per cent were

adult women and17 per cent were children. Amongthe travellers,2,133 peoplewith vulnerabilitieshave

beenidentified. Lessthan 10 per cent of childrenare under five andlessthan eightper cent are pregnant

women. The travellers had variousnationalitiesincludingNigerian (47%), Nigerien (43%), Cameroonian

(5%) andfiveper cent of other nationalities.
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OVERVIEW OF THE FMP: Dan Issa's flow monitoring point records cross-border flows between

Niger andNigeria. Dan Issais a town nearthe border with Nigeria,throughwhichlargeflows from Nigeria

pass,often headingto the Mediterraneanvia Agadezand Libya. Dan Issa'sFMPhas been active since

September 2018. Dan Issais mainly used by Nigerien and Nigerian traders who maintaineconomic

exchanges; most essentialproductsfor NiameyandMaradipassthroughthis locality.

Migration trends : During the period covered,an averageof 362 peoplewere observedat the FMPeach

day. This correspondsto an increaseof 18 per cent from the month of Septemberduringwhich the daily

averagewas308 individuals. This increaseis explainedby the Kodangogold miningsite which receivesan

averageof hundredsof peopleof variousnationalitiespassingthrough Dan Issaper day. The presenceof

ChineseandIndiannationalshasevenbeenobservedon the site,who reported that they too want to try

their luck in the race for gold. Favorabletrade conditions at the site ensuresthat labourers including

traders continueto embarktowards the site. Somemigrantsreachthe Koundamaouasite (a placeto stay

for migrants)to go to Nigeria or leave it. This cross-border flow is characterizedby the end of the

agriculturalseasonthat pushesmanymigrantsto migrateeconomicallyin order to compensatefor the crop

failuresduringthe agriculturalseason.

Type of flows: The majority of travellers(78%) undertook a cross-border movementbetweenNiger and

Nigeria (61 per cent returning and 17 per cent leaving). On the other hand,22 per cent performed an

internalmovementfor this month.

Origin and destination : During the month of October, the maincountriesof origin of travellerswere

Nigeria(59%) andNiger (41%), while the two destinationcountrieswere Niger (83%), andNigeria (17%).

The peopleobservedtravelledmainlyby privatevehicle(83%), by truck (10%) andby bus(7%).

Traveller Profiles : Of the identified travellers,81 per cent were adult males,while that nine per cent

were adult women and 10 per cent were children. Among the travellers,913 peoplewith vulnerabilities

havebeenidentified. Lessthanone per cent are childrenfive,lessthantwo per cent are elderlyindividuals,

lessthanone per cent are pregnantwomenandlessthanthree per cent are unaccompaniedchildren. Most

of the travellerswere of Nigerien(48%), Nigerian(35%), fiveper cent Chadian,four per cent Sudaneseand

two per cent Burkinabenationalities. It shouldalsobe noted that six per cent of other nationalitieswere

alsoobserved.
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The depiction and use of boundaries, geographic names, and related data shown on maps and included in this report are not warranted to be
error free nor do they imply judgment on the legal status of any territory, or any endorsement or acceptance of such boundariesby the IOM
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