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CONTEXT AND METHODOLOGY

CONTEXT

The Horn of Africa is experiencingone of the worst droughts in decades.
Overthe past few years,repeatedcyclesof reducedrainfallshaveled to a
significantdeteriorationin termsof food securityandto increasingnumbers
of internal and cross-border displacements. On 13th February2022, the
Government of Djibouti issued a drought alert in the country, citing
critically low groundwater levelsand deteriorated vegetationand pasture
due to lackof rain and recordhigh temperatures. Therecurrentandsevere
droughtshaveled to a significantdeteriorationin food security,a scarcityof
natural resourcesand a depletion of assetsdue to lack of sustainable
livelihoods. TheǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎdiminishedcopingmechanismsare leadingto
increasing cross-border movements, internal displacement from one
regionto another,aswell asfrom rural to urbanareas.

In order to inform the humanitarianresponse,IOM, in collaborationwith
the National StatisticsInstitute (INSTAD)and local authorities, conducted
rapid assessmentsin the regionsof Ali-Sabieh, Tadjourah, Dikhil, Arta and
Obock.

Thefirst rapid assessmentwasconductedbetween the 27th of Julyand 2nd

of August2022and covered62 localities in Ali-Sabiehand 66 localities in
Dikhil. Thesecondassessmentwasconductedbetween the 1st and the 7th

of September2022and covered245 localities in Tadjourah, 186 localities
in Obockand64 localitiesin Arta.

These assessmentswere conducted in order to provide a better
understandingof the situation and the priority needsof drought-affected
populations. Datawas collectedon areasof origin, areasof displacement,
numbers and needs of drought-affected populations. The assessment
specifically targeted the following two population groups: Internally
DisplacedPersons(IDPs) andmigrants.

OBJECTIVEOFTHEASSESSMENTS

TARGETEDPOPULATIONGROUPS

Internally DispalcedPerson(IDP): personsor groupsof persons
who havebeenforcedor obligedto flee asa result of or in order
to avoid the effectsof armedconflict, violationsof humanrights
or human-made disasters, and who have not crossed an
internationallyrecognizedstate border. In the frameworkof this
assessment, only IDPswho havefled as a result of the impact of
the recentdrought(sincethe beginningof 2022) havebeentaken
into account.

Migrant: a personwho movesawayfrom hisor her placeof usual
residence, whether within a country or acrossan international
border, temporarilyor permanently, andfor a varietyof reasons.
In the framework of this assessment, only migrants transiting
throughDjiboutihavebeentakeninto account.

METHODOLOGY

The DTM assessmentswere conducted in collaboration with local
authorities and INSTAD. In total, 27 enumerators were trained and
deployed to the 5 different regionsof the country. Theassessmentswere
conductedat the lowestadministrativelevels, meaningat the locality level,
through:
- Surveyswith keyinformants(at least3 per locality)
- Directobservations

LIMITS

Thegeographicalcoverageof theseassessmentsis partial andtherefore
doesnot includeall localitiesof the country.
Thecollecteddata first and foremost illustrates the trends and provides
an overviewof the situation.



The majority of IDPswere tracked in
Tadjourah (35%), followed by Dikhil
(29%), Ali-Sabieh and Obock (both
13%)

The majority of migrantswere tracked
in Obock(32%), followed by Ali-Sabieh
(24%) and Dikhil (21%)
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Duringthe assessmentsconductedin a total of 623localitiesin the 5 regionsof the
country, 6,086 Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and 1,506 migrants were
tracked. Themap highlightsthe concentration of affected populations (IDPsand
migrants)in the different regionsof the country.
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Localitiesindicated in red on the map are currently hosting the most
importantnumberof IDPsand/or migrantslivingin makeshiftshelters

Region
Numberof 
migrants

Numberof 
households

Ali-Sabieh 365 98

Dikhil 321 80

Arta 261 91

Tadjourah 77 22

Obock 482 83

TOTAL 1,506 374

Region Numberof IDPs
Numberof 
households

Ali-Sabieh 784 151

Dikhil 1,741 357

Arta 664 155

Tadjourah 2,119 380

Obock 778 171

TOTAL 6,086 1,214

The mapis for illustration purposesonly. Namesand boundarieson thismapdo not implyofficial 
endorsementor acceptance by IOM.



PLACES OF ORIGIN, DISPLACEMENT PERIODS AND INTENTIONS OF IDPs

PLACES OF ORIGIN
The majority of IDPs (86%) fled within the
sameregion. In fact, in the localitiesassessedin
the Obock,Tadjourahand Dikhil regions, more
than 90%of the IDPswere displacedwithin the
sameregion.
On the contrary, 41%of the IDPstrackedin the
Arta regionfled from anotherregionand30%of
the IDPstracked in the Ali-Sabiehregion were
also displaced from another region of the
country.

DISPLACEMENT PERIODS
Thebiggestproportion of IDPs(36%) were displacedbetween January
and March 2022, followed by the period between April and July2022
(33%). Thesmallestproportion of IDPs(31%) were displacedafter July
2022. Nevertheless, these percentagesvary significantly across the
different regions. In the localitiesassessedin the Ali-Sabiehregion for
example, 80% of IDPswere displaced between January and March
2022. In the Dikhil region, more than 53% of IDPswere displacedafter
July2022, which demonstratesthat the drought is continuingto havea
negativeimpact on the local populations. The Dikhil region (33%) also
accountsfor the biggestproportion of individualswho have fled their
villagesandwho havenot yet comeback.

INTENTIONS
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In more than 85%of the assessedlocalitiesin the Dikhil region, IDPshave
expressedtheir wish to return to their areas of origin as soon as the
situation allows them to. However, in 46%of the assessedlocalitiesin the
Obockregion, IDPshaveexpressedtheir wish to stay in the dispalcement
area. In almost30%of the assessedlocalitiesof the Ali-Sabiehregion, IDPs
would like to moveto anotherareawithin the country.

In almost 70% of the assessedlocalities, IDP
have expressedtheir wish to return to their
areas of origin as soon as the situation
improves. In a smallerproporition of localities
(25%), IDPshaveexpressedtheir wish to stay
in the area of displacement. Finally, in 7% of
the assessedlocalities, IDPs would like to
either go to another country (2%) or moveto
anotherareawithin Djibouti(5%).
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NATIONALITIES, DISPLACEMENT PERIODS AND INTENTIONS OF MIGRANTS
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NATIONALITIES

The majority of migrants tracked in the assessedlocalities are
Ethiopian(91%). In the Ali-Sabiehregion, whichis locatedat the border
with Somalia, more than30%of migrantsarefrom Somalia.

DISPLACEMENT PERIODS

More than 50% of migrants were stranded prior to 2022, 33% of
migrants were stranded between Januaryand July 2022 and the rest
(18%) werestrandedafter July2022.
However, these percentages vary significantly across the different
regions. In the assessedlocalitiesin the Ali-Sabiehregion for example,
more than 90% of migrants were stranded prior to 2022. Qualitative
surveyshavehighlighted that the majority of migrantsare strandedin
the different localities due to a lack of resourcesto continue their
journey.

INTENTIONS 

Takinginto considerationthe fact that the Northernregionsof the country
(and in particular Obock)are the main areasof departure for migrants
wishingto crossthe Bab-El-Mandebstraightto get to Yemen, in morethan
70% of the assessedlocalities (70% in Obock and 73% in Tadjourah),
migrantshaveindeedexpressedtheir wishto travel to anothercountry. In
the assessedlocalities of the Ali-Sabiehregion, significant proportions
(57% and 43% respectively) of migrantswould like to stay in the areaof
displacement.

In the assessedlocalities, more than 50%of
migrants have expressedtheir wish to go
to another country. A smaller proportion
(25%) have expressedtheir wish to stay in
the areaof displacement. A little more than
20% of migrants would like to return to
their areas of origin once the situation
improves. Only a small proportion (5%)
wish to travel to another region in the
country.
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SHELTER TYPES 

SHELTER TYPES FOR IDPs SHELTER TYPES FOR MIGRANTS

In almost half of the assessedlocalities, IDPslive in makeshift shelters
(48%). A smallerproportion of IDPslive in informal settlements(21%),
with host families(19%) or arerentinga house(10%).

In more than 90%of the assessedlocalities in the Dikhil region (which
currently hostsmore than 30%of the IDPs), the affected population is
living in makeshift shelters. Thepercentageof individualsliving in these
typesof sheltersis lower in Arta (42%) and Tadjourah(43%). In 74% of
the assessedlocalitiesin the Obockregionand 67%of those in the Ali-
Sabiehregion, IDPsare living in informal settlements. In 51% of the
assessedlocalities in the Arta region and 32%of the assessedlocalities
in the Tadjourahregion, IDPsare living with host families.

In closeto 60%of the assessedlocalities, migrantsare living in makeshift
shelters. A smallerproportion of migrantsare currently renting houses(in
17%of the assessedlocalities), are living in collectivecentres(15%) or are
livingwith host families(10%).

In all of the assessedlocalitiesof the Obockregion, migrantsare living in
makeshift shelters. Thepercentageof localitieswhere migrantsare living
in makeshiftsheltersandin veryprecariousconditionsisalsosignificantin
the Tadjourah(87%) and Dikhil (75%) regions. In the Ali-Sabiehregion, a
significant proportion of migrants are living in informal settlements.
However, in 46% of the assessedlocalities in the Arta region, migrants
are living with host families.

1% 2%

10%

19%

21%

48%

Other shelter types

Collective centres

Renting

Host familities

Informal settlements

Makeshift shelters

1%

42%

92%

17%

43%

1%
2%2% 3% 3%2%

51%

11%

32%
23%

3% 8%
2%

12%

74%

1%

67%

8%

Ali-Sabieh Arta Dikhil Obock Tadjourah

Makeshift shelter Other shelter types Collective centres

Host families Renting Informal settlements

10%

15%

17%

59%

Host families

Informal settlements

Renting

Makeshift shelters

15%
21%

75%

100%

87%

46%

5%

38%
30%

9% 8%

47%

3%

16%

Ali-Sabieh Arta Dikhil Obock Tadjourah

Makeshift shelters Host families Renting Informal settlements



PRIORITY NEEDS OF IDPs

Top 1

PRIORITY NEEDS OF MIGRANTS AND IDPs

PRIORITY NEEDS OF MIGRANTS

Accessto food hasbeencited asoneof the top humanitarianneedsin all 5
regionsof the country.
In the Dikhil region, which is bordering with Ethiopia and is hosting an
important number of migrants,accessto financial support has also been
cited by migrantsasbeingone of the most significantneeds. In the Obock,
Ali-Sabieh and Arta regions, access to drinking water is a priority
humanitarianneed.
In the Tadjourahregion,accessto protection serviceshasbeen cited as a
priority need. As such,more in-depth qualitative assessmentsneed to be
conducted in order to identify the specific protection needs and
vulnerabilities.

In addition to the humanitarianneedshighlightedabove,
in 87%of the assessedlocalities, IDPshavefled with their
livestock(mainlygoatsanda smallerproportion of camels
andgoats). However, in 93%of theselocalities, IDPshave
lost their livestockdue to the impactsof the drought.

Accessto food hasbeencited asone of the top humanitarianneedsin all 5
regionsof the country. In contrastto the priority needsof migrants,access
to financialsupporthasnot beencitedasa keypriority amongstthe IDPs.

Accessto drinking water hasbeencited asa keyhumanitarianneedin the
Ali-Sabieh, Dikhil,ObockandTadjourahregions. In addition,accessto water
for livestockor livelihoods hasalsobeen cited as beinga priority need in
the Arta,Dikhil,ObockandTadjourahregions.

The mapis for illustration purposesonly. Namesand boundarieson thismapdo not imply
official endorsementor acceptance by IOM.

PRIORITY NEEDS OF IDPs AND MIGRANTS 
ACROSS THE REGIONS
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