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Women from the non-displaced resident community interviewed in South 
West Ethiopia Peoples’ Region said that since IDPs had arrived, a road was 
constructed, and electricity was installed. The presence of IDPs also increased 
trade opportunities for them, they said, and their relationship with the displaced 
people was good. Men agreed that there were strong ties between the displaced 
and non-displaced communities thanks to trading and agricultural activity, where 
local farmers hired displaced people to work in their fields. Non-displaced 
community members also mentioned socializing and celebrating events with 
IDPs.

However, increased demand for water strained available resources and caused 
longer waits at water points. Although better access to basic services and more 
facilities such as hospitals, schools and water points were needed by the non-
displaced community, they did not view the presence of IDPs as a barrier to 
obtaining them.

NON-DISPLACED RESIDENTS*
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* Note: In Ethiopia, the term non-displaced resident population is used instead of host community as in 
other PROGRESS focus group discussion publications.
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RETURNING IDPs

Elders who had been displaced for 14 months and returned to their place of 
origin in Afar Region, said they had always wanted to return and had watched 
the security situation closely during displacement to return as soon as possible 
when it was safe. They relied on information from the government and from the 
Dagu traditional information network. Before leaving their sites of displacement, 
the community sent representatives to confirm that the place of origin was 
ready for return, and then sent food reserves and water in advance. 

Youth returning IDPs in Afar Region mentioned that in addition to the desire to 
return home, their experience of displacement had been deeply negative. They 
had been displaced for nine months prior to returning. They said they had lived 
without shelters in conditions that encouraged disease, the children were ill, 
and there were no health facilities. Once their locations of origin were deemed 
safe to return to, they left their settlements quickly. However, elders remarked 
that some families in their displacement site worried about the reoccurrence 
of insecurity in the village, so instead opted to remain in urban locations. They 
added that families with children in education also stayed in their location of 
displacement.  

However, upon return, previously displaced people of all ages said they found 
themselves without many of the goods and services from before displacement, 
and no clear way to reobtain them. With the loss of farmland, homes and 
infrastructure, returning IDPs found themselves in a dire humanitarian situation. 
They worried over lack of access to food and water. Additionally, they also 
noticed a change in traditional values and practices due to displacement. For 
instance, old sharing networks designed to support the community were lost 
when all members struggled economically and needed to prioritize their own 
households over sharing with others. Moreover, elders said that lingering trauma 
over displacement and fear of recurrent conflict affected the community, noting 
their concern that women were particularly susceptible. Youth highlighted the 
increase in mental health-related illness in their village due to the grief and trauma 
of their displacement. Elders stated that displacement was a very painful time 
for them, even compared to the poverty and fragility of return; sharing injuries, 
pregnant women’s emergency deliveries, and miscarriages due to the stress of 
travel as particularly difficult memories.

Both elders and youths said they lost everything due to displacement and in 
return were entirely dependent on aid; to move toward durable solutions, they 
shared a need in the short term for food until they could harvest, and in the long 
term for peace development activities, community dialogue, and reconciliation 
to end conflict.
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…if we are no longer to be considered returning IDPs, all the damaged 
infrastructure, like water points, schools, health posts, and mosques, 
need to be rehabilitated and resumed so that we can have meaningful 
access to services. If in the meantime, we can receive support that 
enables us to engage in and restore at least the previous income-
generating activities to support our beloved families by ourselves, 
instead of always waiting for food distribution, this would all help us 

establish a stable life.”

Focus group discussion with mixed-sex elderly returning IDPs, Ethiopia,

August 2023.
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MENTIONS OF SUPPORT NEEDED FOR SOLUTIONS 
IN ETHIOPIA

The chart above shows the number of times each sector was mentioned by IDPs, 
returning IDPs and non-displaced residents in each focus group discussion. In the assessed 
locations of Ethiopia, the main themes that emerged were support with needs related 
to infrastructure, education, followed by jobs and training as well as economic resources.

Periodic Global Report on the State of Solutions to Internal Displacement (PROGRESS 2023)

The IASC Framework on Durable Solutions acknowledges three accepted approaches for addressing 
internal displacement: the return and sustainable reintegration in the community of origin (referred to as 
“return”), integration in areas where internally displaced persons (IDPs) seek refuge (referred to as “local 
integration”) into local communities, or sustainable integration into another part of the country (referred 
to as “settlement elsewhere”). However, integration is also a fundamental part of all three solutions and 
overcoming displacement-related vulnerabilities; for returnees it entails becoming reintegrated in their 
communities, and for IDPs it signifies inclusion and access to livelihoods, jobs and basic services on par 
with the other members of the community.

As a contribution to addressing displacement challenges, the collaboration between the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) Global Data Institute (GDI) and Georgetown University’s Institute 
for the Study of International Migration (ISIM) has produced the Periodic Global Report on the State 
of Solutions to Internal Displacement (PROGRESS). PROGRESS aims to be people-centered and 
operationally relevant, providing evidence-based analysis of factors facilitating internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in moving towards and achieving durable solutions. It is designed for governments, development 
and humanitarian actors, and IDPs themselves, offering practical steps to enhance realistic opportunities 
for approaching solutions. Given the global focus on resolving internal displacement, there is a crucial 
need for the international community to unite efforts in supporting solutions for over 70 million IDPs, a 
number of whom have experienced prolonged displacement.

The report focuses on 15 countries, providing an analysis of operational quantitative data, mostly collected 
by the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) on the challenges and opportunities faced by IDPs. It shows 
the importance of job creation, security, and fostering a sense of belonging within communities for 
overcoming displacement-related vulnerabilities and, subsequently, reduce disparities between IDPs and 
their host communities. In addition, focus group discussions were carried out in 10 of these countries 
to include perspectives of people who were displaced, had returned, or were part of communities 
that hosted IDPs. The published PROGRESS report highlights the commonalities across countries 
and regions – such as the strong focus on economic recovery and security as fundamental to durable 
reintegration. The conversations also exposed the range of experiences within families, communities, and 
national contexts. Additionally, these discussions provided a platform to express perspectives typically 
overlooked by conventional data collection methods, such as affected communities’ views on the cultural 
and gender-related impacts of displacement in their countries.
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