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Â Key Definitions 
 

Entry restrictions: These are total restrictions which do not allow the entry of passengers of a given country, 

territory, or area (C/T/A). These include a complete border closure, nationality ban, suspension of visa issuances, 

and suspension of flights, etc. 
  

Conditions for authorized entry: These are partial restrictions in the form of specific requirements upon which entry 

is incumbent. These conditions include medical measures, new requirements on visa/travel documents or other 

specific requirements for entry. Partial restrictions may be applicable to all passengers or exempt groups such as 

specific nationalities or immigration status. 

 

No Restriction: This refers to the removal of COVID-19 related international air travel restrictions that were issued 

after 10th March 2020 on IATAès website  

 

Exceptions: Refers to specific individuals, nationalities, or immigration status to whom the specific COVID-19 related 

travel restriction issued by a C/T/A do not apply. Conditions for authorized entry may also apply to specific   exception 

groups to enable their mobility.    

 
Please note: This output represents the implementation of the third phase of Air Travel Restriction Methodology. In this phase, previous categories of Medical 

and Visa Restrictions have been recategorized as conditions for authorized entry under partial restrictions. For more information please see here.  

 
Disclaimer: This update strives to use terms in conformity with the IOMès Glossary on Migration to describe mobility restrictions in relation to COVID-19 

outbreak. Given the sensitive nature of the information, those terms are used to the best of our knowledge and within the limit of our possibilities to confirm 

political correctness while producing a timely update. This analysis does not aim to provide exact information on travel requirements. For specific and updated 

travel information, kindly refer to respective Consular authorities of the destination country. International Air Transport Association (IATA) and relevant airline 

companies may be a valid alternative to explore. Corrections are very welcomed and should be submitted to DTM COVID-19 dtmcovid19@iom.int to ensure 

consistency of information in the database repository.  

https://displacement.iom.int/
mailto:dtmcovid19@iom.int
https://migration.iom.int/system/tdf/Methodology%20for%20Monitoring%20Global%20Mobility%20Restrictions%20and%20Exceptions%20to%20Mobility%20Restrictions%20Phase%203%2003.07.2020.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=7995https://migration.iom.int/system/tdf/Methodology%20for%20Monitoring%20Global%20Mobility%20Restrictions%20and%20Exceptions%20to%20Mobility%20Restrictions%20Phase%203%2003.07.2020.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=7995
mailto:dtmcovid19@iom.int
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Â Overview 

The impact of COVID-19 on global mobility appears to be diminishing. As of 11 February 2022, a total of 404 million cases1 

of COVID-19 have been recorded globally, including more than 5.7 million deaths. Simultaneously, the World Health 

Organization reports more than 10 billion doses of the vaccine have been administered globally as of 07 February 2022. A 

total of 227 countries, territories or areas (C/T/As) have issued 117,632 travel related measures as of 14 February 2022, 

indicating only a slight increase (0.4%) from 117,179 travel related measures issued on 07 February 2022. Of these, 23,839 

were reported as entry restrictions and 93,793 were reported as conditions for authorized entry. In the reporting period, there 

was a one per cent increase in conditions for authorized entry and a decrease of two per cent in entry restrictions. In terms of 

conditions for authorized entry, there was an increase of 12 per cent in location surveillance such as passenger locator forms. 

In the reporting period, there was a decrease of 2.3 per cent in restrictions on arrivals from a specific C/T/A. In parallel to 

existing travel restrictions, a total of 209 countries, territories or areas have issued 1,018 exceptions enabling mobility. 

Between 07 and 14 February 2022, 14 countries, territories or areas have issued 20 new exceptions whilst 8 countries, 

territories or areas removed 29 exceptions. 

 

 

Â Restrictions and Conditions for Authorized Entry  

Number of restrictions and conditions for authorized entry 

 
As of 14 February 2022, 227 C/T/As have imposed restrictions and conditions for authorized entry. Entry restrictions for 

passengers from restricted C/T/As represent 18 per cent of all restrictions and conditions. Medical measures are the most 

common condition for authorized entry representing 73 per cent of the total number of conditions and restrictions. In contrast, 

visa requirements represent 3 per cent of total restrictions and conditions.  

 
Changes in the number of travel measures over time, by type 

 

 
 

 
1 WHO defines the confirmed case as åa person with laboratory confirmation of 2019-nCoV infection, irrespective of clinical signs and symptoms.æ 

https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
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Â Changes in Entry Restrictions and Conditions for Authorized Entry, Over Time 

The map below provides a global overview of the changes between the type of measures issued by C/T/As and gradual 

increases in the issuance of çentry restrictionsè (e.g. total entry restrictions for passengers) and/or çconditions for authorized 

entryè (e.g. medical measures in the form of PCR test, quarantine, etc.). As of 17 March 2020, only 90 governments and 

authorities across the world had announced COVID-19 related travel measures, by 21 May 2020 this number increased to 

221 whereas as of 14 February 2022, 227 out of 247 C/T/As (92%) have issued some form of entry restrictions or conditions 

for authorized entry at international airports. 
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Entry restrictions vs. conditions for authorized entry ã Global overview 

Entry restrictions vs. conditions for authorized entry ã Regional overview 

The chart below shows the shift from çentry restrictionsè to çconditions for authorized entryè over time. In April 2020, entry 

restrictions constituted 80 per cent of all COVID-19 related measures (coloured in red), but this proportion has gradually 

decreased to 21 per cent, as of 14 February 2022. 

 
 
 

  
 
Although most of the IOM regions have gradually shifted from çentry restrictionsè to çconditions for authorized entryè there are 

important differences in terms of timing and severity of measures. For instance, the IOM regions of Central and West Africa 

and East and Horn of Africa have seen the sharpest shift from restrictions to conditions, with strict entry restrictions representing 

less than 5 per cent of the total travel related measures as of 14 February 2022. On the other hand, IOM regions of European 

Economic Area and Asia and the Pacific have seen a less significant shift from restrictions to conditions, with restrictions 

representing over 50 per cent of the total travel related measures in the last reporting period. These regional differences over 

time reflect the dissimilar evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic in different geographical areas. 
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Â Key Highlights on Restrictions and Conditions for Authorized Entry  

This section illustrates the changes in the number of restrictions (coloured in red) and entry conditions (coloured in yellow) 

in the last week. Between 7 and 14 February 2022, 11 C/T/As added or removed some restrictions and/or conditions for 

authorized entry. While 6 C/T/As removed existing conditions for authorized entry, 3 C/T/As removed total restrictions. There 

were 5 C/T/As issuing new conditions but no C/T/As issuing new restrictions.  

 

Top 10 C/T/As with most significant changes in the number of travel measures since last update2 

 
 
COVID-19 Hotspot: Focus on Changes to Travel Restrictions due to Omicron 
 

On 26 November 2021, WHO designated the variant B.1.1.529 a variant of concern, named Omicron, on the advice 

WHOès Technical Advisory Group on Virus Evolution (TAG-VE).3 In response, several countries, territories or areas (C/T/As)  

implemented more stringent mobility restrictions for individuals which have been gradually removed as the variant has become 

more common. This update provides an overview of the various mobility restrictions from information received from IOM staff 

and DTM networks.  

 

As of 14 February 2022, a total of 128 C/T/As issued some form of travel restriction or measure in response to the new 

variant since its designation as a variant of concern. A total of one C/T/A issued additional or updated restrictions in response 

to the COVID-19 Omicron strain while one C/T/A eased restrictions responding to the same. As of 14 February 2022, the 

COVID-19 Omicron strain has been detected in 133 C/T/As considered to be çvirus variant areasè.4 

 

Removal/Easing of COVID-19 restrictions  

 

- Portugal lifted the flight suspension on flights from Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, Namibia, Mozambique, South Africa and 

Zimbabwe. 
 

Other COVID-19 measures 

- Portugal issued a new condition for authorized entry. Passengers who, in the past 14 days, have been in Botswana, 

Eswatini, Lesotho, Namibia, Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe are subject to quarantine for 14 days. 

 

 

 
2 Please note that changes in the chart reflect actual timely shifts in measures, and additional changes that are resultant of internal quality control. 
3 https://www.who.int/news/item/28-11-2021-update-on-omicron 
4 Julia L. Mullen, Ginger Tsueng, Alaa Abdel Latif, Manar Alkuzweny, Marco Cano, Emily Haag, Jerry Zhou, Mark Zeller, Emory Hufbauer, Nate Matteson, Kristian G. 

Andersen, Chunlei Wu, Andrew I. Su, Karthik Gangavarapu, Laura D. Hughes, and the Center for Viral Systems Biologyoutbreak.info. Available online:https://outbreak.info/(2020)  

https://www.who.int/groups/technical-advisory-group-on-sars-cov-2-virus-evolution
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-11-2021-update-on-omicron
https://outbreak.info/

