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This report of the round 7 Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) assessment by the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) aims to improve the knowledge of the main characteristics and needs of three categories of migrants: 
IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons), returning IDPs and returnees from abroad. Data collection was conducted between 
July 2019 and August 2019 through key informant interviewers. The report covers 10 regions and 24 districts. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:  IOMSomaliaDTM@iom.int  

DTM GLOBAL 

The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) is a system to track and monitor displacement and population mobility. It is 

designed to regularly and systematically capture, process and disseminate information to provide a better 

understanding of the movements and evolving needs of displaced populations, whether on site or in route. The system 

has been deployed by IOM since 2004 in over eighty countries worldwide. More information is available at 

www.globaldtm.info. 

 

DTM IN SOMALIA 

While displacement levels are consistently high in Somalia, IDP numbers are difficult to estimate due to several 

reasons, including security concerns and volatile environment, logistical and accessibility limitations, fluid and constant 

movements and limited funding available for displacement data collection exercises, among others. To address this 

issue and contribute to the creation of a displacement baseline in Somalia, IOM deployed in 2016 the Mobility Tracking 

component of DTM, an area based assessment to capture information on displacement locations and stocks of IDPs. 

   

METHODOLOGY 

Mobility tracking round 7 was conducted between July and August in assessing both displacement sites and host 

communities hosting IDPs. In each district, a team of 3-5 trained enumerators were deployed to conduct field 

assessments, from district capital, to settlements, to sites. Information was collected through key informants and 

observations to compile population estimates of IDPs, returnees from internal displacement and returnees from 

abroad, as well as information on their needs. Data was captured using paper forms and tablets, and uploaded onto a 

DTM database for analysis at District level.  

 

LIMITATIONS 

Mobility tracking is based on information reported by key informants and while the information is validated through 

observation and triangulation of data sources, it only represents estimates of the IDP stocks. Moreover, coverage of 

some districts was limited by access and security restrictions. 

mailto:IOMSomaliaDTM@iom.int
http://www.globaldtm.info
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NATIONAL SITE ASSESSMENT DASHBOARD 

61% 

39% 

697,923 
Number of IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

19,944 
Number of Returning IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

26,898 
Number of Returnees from 

abroad (rounded estimates) 

Somalia faces an estimated 697,923 internally displaced persons living in 

spontaneous sites (48%), as well as in planned sites (21%), within the host 

community (20%) and collective centers (11%).  
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Baki district, in Awdal region, is home to an estimated 2,451 internally 

displaced persons living within the host community (100%). 
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BORAMA DISTRICT (AWDAL REGION) 

61% 

39% 

12,612 
Number of IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

Borama district, in Awdal region, is home to an estimated 12,612 internally displaced 

persons living in spontaneous sites (78%), within the host community (12%) and in 

planned sites (10%) 
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61% 

39% 

 2,532 
Number of IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

 480 
Number of Returnees from 

abroad (rounded estimates) 

Zeylac district, in Awdal region, is home to an estimated 2,532 internally displaced 

persons living in spontaneous sites (88%) and in planned sites (12%).  

7 

5 

Total Locations 

Assessed 

1 

Spontaneous sites 

1 

Host communities 

Planned sites 

51% 

Children (0-5) 

Children (6-17) 

Adults (18-59) 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Bossaso district, in Bari region, is home to an estimated 116,934 internally 

displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (78%) as well as in planned 

sites (21%)  and within the host community (1%). 

61% 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Cabudwaaq district, in Galgaduud region, is home to an estimated 24,066 

internally displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (94%) as well as in 

planned sites (4%) and collective centers (2%).  

24,066 
Number of IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

4,020 
Number of Returning IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

 6,768 
Number of Returnees from 
abroad (rounded estimates) 

25 Total Locations 

Assessed 

23 

1 

1 

Spontaneous sites 

Planned sites 

Collective centers 

50% 

Children (0-5) 

Children (6-17) 

Adults (18-59) 

Elders (60+) 

IDPS - SEX AND AGE 

50% 

19% 

18% 

12% 

1% 

Children (0-5) 

Children (6-17) 

Adults (18-59) 

Elders (60+) 

14% 

17% 

16% 

3% 

AGE OF THE SETTLEMENT 

Individuals displaced: 

Before 2017 

In 2017 

In 2018 

In 2019 

REASONS FOR DISPLACEMENT MOST POPULATED IDP SITES 

VULNERABLE POPULATIONS 
PRIORITY NEEDS 

1
0

0
%

 

H
e

al
th
 

8
8

%
 

D
o

cu
m

e
n

ta
ti

o
n
 

71% 

 Food 

40% 

Education 

Drought 95% 

Single-female headed households 5% 

Breastfeeding mothers 4% 

Pregnant women 4% 

Single-male headed households 2% 

Orphaned children (father and mother) 1% 

Separated or unaccompanied children 1% 

Child headed households 1% 

Persons with physical disabilities 1% 

Persons with mental disabilities 1% 

Chronic diseases/Serious medical conditions 0.4% 

1
0

0
%

 

W
at

e
r 

9
9

%
 

Sh
e

lt
e

r 

 
Sa

n
it

ati
o

n
 8

%
 



SOMALIA 
Displacement Data - Site Assessment Round 7 (July - August 2019) 
CADAADO DISTRICT (GALGADUUD REGION) 

 10 

OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Cadaado district, in Galgaduud region, is home to an estimated 22,518 

internally displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (100%). 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Baardheere district, in Gedo region, is home to an estimated 40,474 

internally displaced persons living within the host community (58%) as 

well as in spontaneous sites (41%) . 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Ceel Waaq district, in Gedo region, is home to an estimated 16,962 

internally displaced persons living within the host community (64%) as 

well as in planned sites (25%) and spontaneous sites (11%).  
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Doolow district, in Gedo region, is home to an estimated 52,876 internally 

displaced persons living in planned sites (68%) as well as within the host 

community (16%) and in spontaneous sites (15%). 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
 Afmadow district, in Juba Hoose region, is home to an estimated 55,602 

internally displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (85%)  as well as in 

planned sites (15%). 
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BADHAADHE DISTRICT (JUBA HOOSE REGION) 

61% 

39% 

6,394 
Number of IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

54 
Number of Returning IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

186 
Number of Returnees from 

abroad (rounded estimates) 

Badhaadhe district, in Juba Hoose region, is home to an estimated 6,394 internally displaced 

persons living within the host community (100%) . 
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Child headed Households 0.06% 

PRIORITY NEEDS 

6
7

%
 

Fo
o

d
 

6
1

%
 

Sh
e

lt
e

r 

94% 

Documentation 
100% 

 Health 

9
0

%
 

W
at

e
r 

Education    
29% 

Medical Facilities 15%, Sanitation 12% 



SOMALIA 
Displacement Data - Site Assessment Round 7 (July - August 2019) 
KISMAAYO DISTRICT (JUBA HOOSE REGION) 

 16 

OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Kismaayo district, in Juba Hoose region, is home to an estimated 73,478 

internally displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (80%) as well as 

within the host community (13%), in collective centers (5%) and planned 

sites (2%). 

61% 

39% 

73,478 
Number of IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

2,232 
Number of Returning IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

660 
Number of Returnees from 
abroad (rounded estimates) 

136 Total Locations 

Assessed 

106 

19 

 7 

 4 

Spontaneous sites 

Host communities 

Planned sites 

Collective centers 

51% 

Children (0-5) 

Children (6-17) 

Adults (18-59) 

Elders (60+) 

IDPS - SEX AND AGE 

49% 

16% 

15% 

15% 

3% 

Children (0-5) 

Children (6-17) 

Adults (18-59) 

Elders (60+) 

16% 

16% 

16% 

3% 

AGE OF THE SETTLEMENT 

Individuals displaced: 

Before 2017 

In 2017 

In 2018 

In 2019 

REASONS FOR DISPLACEMENT 

Eviction 

Floods 

Drought 

Conflict 

1% 

MOST POPULATED IDP SITES 

VULNERABLE POPULATIONS 
PRIORITY NEEDS 

1
0

0
%

 

H
e

al
th
 

8
5

%
 

D
o

cu
m

e
n

ta
ti

o
n
 

79% 

Shelter 

24% 

Education 
14% 

Sanitation 

1% 

30% 

68% 

Breastfeeding mothers 4% 

Pregnant women 3% 

Single-female headed households 2% 

Orphaned children (father and mother) 2% 

Separated or unaccompanied children 1% 

Single-male headed households 1% 

Persons with physical disabilities 1% 

Persons with mental disabilities 1% 

Child headed households 0.3% 

Chronic diseases/Serious medical conditions 0.1% 

8
8

%
 

Fo
o

d
 

8
0

%
 

W
at

e
r 

Medical Facilities 6% 



SOMALIA 
Displacement Data - Site Assessment Round 7 (July - August 2019) 
HOBYO DISTRICT (MUDUG REGION) 

 17 

OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Hobyo district, in Mudug region, is home to an estimated 2,322 internally 

displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (73%) as well as within the 

host community (27%). 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Jariiban district, in Mudug region, is home to an estimated 240 internally 

displaced persons living  in spontaneous sites (100%). 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Xarardheere district, in Mudug region, is home to an estimated 240 

internally displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (100%). 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Ceel Afweyn district, in Sanaag region, is home to an estimated 53,672 

internally displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (55%) as well as  

within the host community (40%) and in collective centers (5%). 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Ceerigaabo district, in Sanaag region, is home to an estimated 32,552 

internally displaced persons living within the host community (79%) as 

well as in planned sites (15%), spontaneous sites (4%), and collective 

centers (3%). 
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SOMALIA 
Displacement Data - Site Assessment Round 7 (July - August 2019) 
LAASQORAY DISTRICT (SANAAG REGION) 
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Laasqoray district, in Sanaag region, is home to an estimated 34,152 internally 

displaced persons living in collective centers (99%) as well as within the host 

community (1%).  
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SOMALIA 
Displacement Data - Site Assessment Round 7 (July - August 2019) 
CAYNABO DISTRICT (SOOL REGION) 

61% 

39% 
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Number of IDPs 

(rounded estimates) 

Caynabo district, in Sool region, is home to an estimated 27,066 internally displaced 

persons living in planned sites (96%) as well as in spontaneous sites (4%).  
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Xudun district, in Sool region, is home to an estimated 10,110 internally 

displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (52%) and within the host 

community (48%) . 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Buuhoodle district, in Togdheer region, is home to an estimated 50,658 

internally displaced persons living in planned sites (46%) as well as in 

collective centers (28%) and within the host community (27%). 
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SOMALIA 
Displacement Data - Site Assessment Round 7 (July - August 2019) 
OWDWEYNE DISTRICT (TOGDHEER REGION) 
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(rounded estimates) 

Owdweyne district, in Togdheer region, is home to an estimated 32,040 internally 

displaced persons living in collective centers (59%), as well as in planned sites (34%) 

and spontaneous sites (7%).  
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Berbera district, in Woqooyi Galbeed region, is home to an estimated 

23,430 internally displaced persons living within the host community 

(51%) as well as in spontaneous sites (44%) and planned sites  (5%). 
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OVERVIEW AND TRENDS 
Gebiley district, in Woqooyi Galbeed region, is home to an estimated 

4,542 internally displaced persons living in spontaneous sites (92%) as well 

as within the host community (8%). 
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A enumerator collecting information from a family arriving in Doloow. Photo: © IOM 


