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INTRODUCTION
	Background:	Population	Mobility	and	Internal	Displacement	in	Ethiopia	

Ethiopia faces significant internal displacement. In 2018, Ethiopia recorded the third highest number of new dis-
placements worldwide, with 3,191,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs).1 A significant portion of these displace-
ments are conflict-induced, largely related to ethnic and border-based disputes.

In April and later in June 2018, conflict which was aggravated by competition for land and resources broke out be-
tween Gedeo and Guji Oromo tribes in West Guji. It is estimated that by August 2018, 748,499 IDPs were displaced 
from the Gedeo-West Guji conflict alone.2 In January 2019, a localized conflict in Benishangul Gumz region and the 
East and West Wallega zones of Oromia region displaced an estimated 191,995 IDPs.³ This brought displacement 
in Ethiopia to a peak of 3.04 million IDPs in March 2019. 

Ethiopia is also riddled with climate-induced displacement mainly caused by drought and floods. Beginning 
in 2015, Ethiopia faced one of the strongest onsets of El Niño, a periodic heating of the eastern tropical Pa-
cific, which reduced the kiremt rainfall⁴ and successively resulted in drought in the southern and southeast-
ern parts of the country.⁵ This prolonged drought continues to impact agricultural and pastoralist commu-
nities across Ethiopia in 2019 by driving down crop yields of the main meher harvest6, reducing pastures for 
livestock, and drying up water resources. Floods are another major cause of climate-induced displace-
ment. Around 202,202 IDPs were displaced in October 2019 due to several flood incidences in Afar, Oromia,  
SNNPR and Somali regions⁷. 

Adding to the high mobility landscape of Ethiopia is the number and rate of returns. According to the government, 
1.8 million IDPs have returned to their place of origin as of June 2019. This nationwide government-led return 
operation has been ongoing since April 2019.8 

Since June 2019, Ethiopia has been combating a desert locust invasion which is reportedly the worst the country 
has seen in 25 years. As of January 2020, hopper bands had covered more than 429 km2 worth of crops and veg-
etation.9 Since arriving in the country, the desert locusts have bred and produced millions of hoppers, placing ad-
ditional strain on food security and livelihoods. If left uncontrolled, this could lead to 500 times more locusts than 
at present.10 As of August 2020, swarms continue to mature and lay eggs in northern Ethiopia (54,703 hectares) 
while immature swarms persist in eastern Ethiopia11.  



      

In March 2020, the Ministry of Health confirmed the first COVID-19 case in Ethiopia. Since then, the number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases has increased to 108,930 cases as of 28 November 2020.12 The spread of COVID-19 and 
regulations to curb it has caused unemployment and has exacerbated the food insecurity situation in the country. 

On 29 June 2020, the killing of a popular musician in Addis Ababa sparked civil unrest across the capital and 
Oromia region where it is believed that hundreds were killed.1³ In November 2020, the Government of Ethiopia 
accused the regional party of Tigray of attacking the Northern Command of Ethiopia's National Defense Force in 
Mekelle, Tigray region, prompting a military offensive from the federal government. Hundreds have reportedly 
been killed in the conflict and thousands are displaced.1⁴ 

		IOM	Population	Observation	in	Ethiopia	

In order to capture population mobility and internal displacement in Ethiopia, IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix 
(DTM) is deployed to track internally displaced persons (IDPs), returning IDPs, migrants and returned migrants. 
IOM entered into partnership with the Government of Ethiopia’s National Disaster Risk Management Commission 
(NDRMC) in August 2016, and has since been regularly implementing DTM assessments in Ethiopia since Septem-
ber 2016. 

DTM tools that are active in Ethiopia include a quarterly Site Assessment which focuses on tracking internal dis-
placement, a quarterly Village Assessment Surveys (VAS) aimed at tracking returns and an ad-hoc Event Tracking 
Tool used to supplement both the Site Assessment and VAS. Site Assessment covers areas where there are reports 
of 20 or more IDP households, whereas VAS covers areas where there are reportedly 5 or more returning IDP 
households. 

Figure 1 illustrates DTM's coverage of its Site Assessment and VAS tools during the August and September 2020 
data collection. The areas in blue represent areas that were exclusively covered by Site Assessment. The areas in 
green represent areas where both Site Assessment and VAS were deployed. The areas in yellow represent areas 
that were only covered by VAS and not Site Assessment such as Gedeo zone. Areas with accessibility issues this 
round include Awsi (Zone 1) in Afar region due to heavy rains and muddy roads; Metekel, Assosa and Kemashi 
zones in Benishangul Gumz region due to conflict; East Hararge, West Hararge, West Wallega, Kelem Wallega, Guji, 
West Guji in Oromia region due to conflict; Sheka and Konso zones in SNNP region due to conflict; Dawa, Liban, 
Shabelle, Erer zones in Somali region due to road and bridge inaccessibility issues while Fafan and Siti zones had 
security issues .   

12 Ministry of Health, Ethiopia, 2020. Avaialable at: http://www.moh.gov.et/ejcc/.  
1³ New York Times, 2020. Ethiopia Announces Arrests in Prominent Singer’s Killing. Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/11/
world/africa/ethiopia-hachalu-hundessa.html
1⁴ BBC, 2020. Ethiopia's Tigray crisis: PM claims capture of regional capital Mekelle. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-afri-
ca-55111061.

Figure 1: Geograph-
ic coverage of DTM 
assessments in  
August and  
September 2020. 
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KEY FINDINGS — SITE ASSESSMENT

1,846,551 individuals 

928,043 males 918,508 females 

1,346 sites covered  161 inaccessible sites

50.3% male 49.7% female 

344,782 households 

5,051 
households 

4,645 
households 

+1.4% increase since round 22
(there were 1,820,811 IDPs in round 22) 

Reasons for Displacement 

Defined	as	arrived	in	the	last	2	months Of	the	newly	arrived	IDPs,	estimated	number	
displaced in their kebele of displacement

Newly Arrived IDPs 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

12,053 
individuals 

10,753 
individuals 

144,533 IDPs      

138,238 IDPs    

Dawa   

 Borena

131,016 IDPs      
in 31 sites 

in 38 sites 

in 29 sites 

Fafan    3

1

2

Figure 2: Top 3 zones 
with the highest  
displacement caseloads.

Top 3 Zones With the Highest Displacement Figures 

Other reasons for displacement included: seasonal floods (117,194 IDPs), social tension (59,811 IDPs), swampy land (8,381 
IDPs), landslides (7,249 IDPs), flood from sugar plantations (6,531 IDPs), hydropower projects (5,750 IDPs), strong winds (3,667 

IDPs), volcanoes (2,184 IDPs), economic factors (471 IDPs) and absolute poverty (219 IDPs).  
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*Kindly note that in addition to the 1.8 million IDPs captured through the Site Assessment, the Village Assessment Survey (VAS) 
observed another 5,966 IDPs (1,114 households) in locations of high returns. This analysis is conducted down to the kebele level 
and not further due to methodological differences between both assessments.  

1 2 3

1,118,782	conflict	displaced	IDPs		
(61%) in 944 sites (17%) in 223 sites (11%) in 77 sites 

309,419 drought displaced IDPs  206,893	flash	flood	displaced	IDPs	
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METHODOLOGY 

Data was not merged from previous rounds for uncovered 
sites. This methodology was implemented as of round 18 
onwards. For round 23, 90 sites had security issues mainly 
in East Hararge, West Hararge, Kelem Wallega, West Wal-
lega, Guji, West Guji, Metekel, Konso, Sheka and Siti zones. 
71 sites had road inaccessibility issues mainly in Awsi (Zone 
1), Dawa, Liban, Shabelle and Erer zones. 

Coverage of this round

161 Inaccessible Sites 
 

Data collection: 15 August —  
20 September 2020

3

Figure 3: The map depicts the percentage of sites as-
sessed by DTM at zonal level for this round. 

1,346 Sites 

1,213 Kebeles  

372 Woredas  

75 Zones 

11 Regions 

IOM Ethiopia employs a series of tools in its DTM. The 
present methodology refers to the Site Assessment tool 
which falls under the Mobility Tracking component of the 
DTM. Data for this tool is collected at the zonal, woreda 
and site level on a quarterly basis. Since September 2016, 
IOM Ethiopia has conducted 23 rounds of data collection. 
The DTM programme is implemented in close collaboration 
with the National Disaster Risk Management Commission 
(NDRMC) and regional, zonal and woreda counterparts.

IOM’s DTM team is composed of 115 field enumerators, 
under the direct supervision of 12 field focal points, and 
the overall supervision of the DTM team based at IOM’s 
Addis Ababa Country Office. The data collection method-
ology is divided into three administrative levels: 

Zone level: Data is collected through interviews with key  
informants from the Disaster Risk Management Commis-
sion (DRMC), community representatives, and the educa-
tion and health offices. This data includes (the estimated 
caseload of displaced individuals,the identification of wore-
das with in the zone that host displaced populations, rea-
son for displacement, time of arrival of IDPs and location. 

Woreda level: Information is collected from key woreda 
informants and includes (among others) estimated length 
of stay, number of displaced households and individuals 
at woreda level, displaced population by type of tempo-
rary settlements and approximate locations of identifiable 
displacement sites. The information is used to plan site 
assessments.

Site level: In-depth Site Assessments capture detailed in-
formation through focus group discussions, key informant 
interviews and direct observation. The focus group discus-
sions are made up of 7 individuals comprising male, female, 
elderly and youth IDP representatives. The Site Assessment 
is conducted at sites where there are at least 20 IDP house-
holds. Data on available services by sector, accessibility 
constraints, exact type, location and name of the site, place 
of origin of IDPs, estimated size and type of the site and 
most common type of shelter are captured. Age and gender 
disaggregation for the site is extrapolated using a demo-
graphic calculator tool based on the age range and sex of 
the household members. A total of 30 IDP households are 
sampled at each site. However, all households are sampled 
for sites where there are fewer than 30 IDP households.  
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OVERVIEW OF DISPLACEMENT 

According to the data collected in August and September 
2020, 1.85 million IDPs (344,782 households) are 
internally displaced across 1,346 sites in Ethiopia. 
This reflects a 1.4% increase of 25,740 IDPs since the 
previous round's data collection in June and July 2020. 

The increase in IDPs is mainly due to improved coverage in 
the Southern Nations, Nationalities, and People's (SNNP) 
region and Sidama region whereby 126,147 IDPs (+34.2%) 
and 31,063 IDPs (+20.3%) were tracked respectively this 
round. DTM first obtained authorisation to pilot the Site 
Assessment in both regions in June 2020 and will continue 
to improve its coverage of both regions in coming 
rounds. However, the region with the highest reported 
displacement caseload was Somali region with 773,974 
IDPs found across 376 sites.  
   

The gender breakdown of displaced individuals is  
fairly equal with 50.3% males and 49.7% females.   
Conflict remains the primary cause of displacement  
and displaced 1.12 million IDPs (61%), while drought   
displaced 309,419 IDPs (17%) and seasonal floods 
displaced 206,893 IDPs (11%).  

Factors preventing return as cited by respondents  include a 
lack of livelihoods in 961 sites (75%), followed by damaged 
or destroyed houses in 915 sites (71%) and insufficient 
food in 903 sites (70%). The main support requested to 
help resolve displacement was economic opportunities 
across 1,277 sites (99%), followed by the restoration of 
lost assets in 1,106 sites (86%). The preferred durable 
solution of a majority of IDPs across the country was local 
integration as reported in 866 sites (64%). 

   National Level 

4

Figure 4: The displacement caseload in Ethiopia based on data collected in August and September 2020 from the 
Site Assessment.
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National Displacement Timeline 
SNNP and Sidama 
regions are covered by 
Site Assessment for the 
first time 

Government-led return operations 
result in drastic declines in IDP 
numbers in Oromia, Somali, SNNP, 
Amhara and Benishangul Gumz  

IOM Ethiopia has been collecting data on internal  
displacement via its Site Assessment tool for 23 rounds 
now. In round 14 (November—December 2018), the  
number of IDPs tracked by DTM was 2.89 million IDPs. 
This was largely due to the displacement in Gedeo 
and West Guji which as of November 2018, displaced 
an estimated 560,293 IDPs according to DTM's Rapid 
Response Assessments (RRA). 

The displacement caseload gradually increased 
to 3.04 million IDPs in round 15 (January—Febru-
ary 2019). This was mainly due to the conflict in 
Benishangul Gumz region and the East and West 
Wallega zones of Oromia region, which displaced 
an estimated 191,995 IDPs  in February 2019. Fol-
lowing that, round 16 (March—April 2019) re-
corded the highest displacement total captured 
through DTM with 3.043 million IDPs. During 

this round, the RRA in Gedeo and West captured an 
estimation of 690,364 IDPs, while the RRA in East and 
West Wellega captured 158,385 IDPs. 

Since then, round 17 (May—June 2019), round 18 
(July—August 2019) and round 19 (September—Oc-
tober) have witnessed drastic declines in displace-
ment figures due to government-led return oper-
ations beginning in April 2019. However, round 20 
(November—December 2019) and round 21 (Febru-
ary—March 2020) experienced increases in the num-
ber of IDPs to 1.73 million IDPs and 1.74 million IDPs 
respectively. In round 22 (June—July 2020), the total 
number of IDPs increased to 1.82 million. However, 
this is largely attributed by the new coverage of SNNP 
and Sidama regions. There was not a significant in-
crease in the number of IDPs between round 22 and 
round 23.  
 

5

Figure 5: Number of IDPs tracked nationwide by the Displacement Tracking Matrix since November- December 2018 (round 
14). Round totals include displacement data captured through previously conducted Rapid Response Assessments (RRA).     

Displacement figures are high due to conflicts 
in Gedeo and West Guji, in Benishangul Gumz 
region and in the East and West Wallega zones 
of Oromia region
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    Regional Level  

6 Figure 6: Displacement figures for Afar region in round 23. 
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+93.9% 
148,051 IDPs 

81 sites  
covered

26,087 displaced households 

Flash	floods	was	the	primary	reason	for	

26,087 households comprising 148,051 IDPs were identified in 81 sites in 
Afar region. These figures represent an increase of 71,684 IDPs (+93.9%) 
since round 22 (June/July 2020). This increase was due to the overflow of 
the Awash River which caused substantial displacement in all woredas of 
Zone 1 and 3 of Afar region. As a result, 28 new sites were opened this round 
due to the flooding. Flash floods was the primary cause of displacement for 
an estimated 92,017 IDPs, or 62% of the displaced populations. This is fol-
lowed by conflict which displaced 21,352 IDPs (14%) and seasonal floods 
which displaced 16,392 IDPs (11%).

74,896 males 73,155 females 
50.6% male 49.4% female 

Afar  

Pregnant girls 
under 18

 23 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 79 

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 825 Unaccompanied 
children

 0   

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 1,095 Separated chil-
dren 

 7 

Persons with 
mental or phys-
ical disabilities 
under 18 

 47 Orphaned chil-
dren 

 40 

Persons with 
mental or phys-
ical disabilities 
over 18

 157 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 246 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 4 Single-male head-
ed households

 95 

Religious minori-
ties 

0 Single-child head-
ed Households

 1 

Ethnic minorities  0 Elderly-headed 
households

 189 

SEX 

IDPs

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

AFAR

AMHARA

OROMIA

SOMALI

TIGRAY

HARARI

ADDIS ABABA

AMHARA Zone 1

Zone 2

Fafan

Zone 3

Zone 4

Zone 5

North Shewa

South Gondar

Jarar

Elidar

Afdera

Bidu

Dubti

Teru

Gewane

Mile

Kurri

Erebti

Dalol

Amibara

Berahile

Ewa

Chifra
Asayita

Yalo

Dulecha

Telalak

Gulina

Afambo

Megale

Hadelela

Aba 'Ala

Dalifage

Gelealo

Samurobi
 Gele'alo

Awash 
Fentale

Adaar

Awura

Dewe

Gerani

Hanruka

ERITREA

DJIBOUTI

SOMALIA

YEMEN

ERITREA

RED SEA

Disclaimer : This map is for illustration purposes only. Names and boundaries
on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

0 75 15037.5
Kilometers

SOMALI

OROMIA

AFAR
AMHARA

SNNP

TIGRAY

GAMBELA

BENISHANGUL
 GUMZ

DIRE DAWA

HARARI
ADDIS ABABA

SIDAMA

SOMALIA

SUDAN

YEMEN

KENYA

SOUTH 

SUDAN

ERITREA

DJIBOUTI

UGANDA

GULF OF ADEN

RED SEA

SOMALIA

Legend
Causes of Displacement

Conflict

Climate Induced

Other

International Boundaries

Disputed Boundaries

Regional Boundaries

Zonal Boundaries

IDPs in Assessed Woredas

< 1,000

1,000 - 2,500

2,500 - 5,000

5,000 - 10,800

10,800 - 43,900

Water Bodies

Data Source: ESRI, IOM, UNJLC

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Afar  



ETHIOPIA NATIONAL DISPLACEMENT REPORT
SITE ASSESSMENT ROUND 23 & VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY ROUND 6: AUGUST — SEPTEMBER 2020

                                                                             

7

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Amhara 

5,932 households comprising 23,341 IDPs were identified in 58 sites 
in Amhara region. These figures represent an increase of 5,430 IDPs 
(+30%) since round 22 (June/July 2020). This increase is mainly due 
to new seasonal flood induced displacements in Fogera woreda and 
Libo Kemkem woreda of South Gondar zone. Conflict was the prima-
ry reason for displacement for an estimated 18,764 IDPs, or 80% of 
the displaced population. This is followed by seasonal floods which 
displaced 2,399 IDPs (10%) and flash floods which displaced 2,178 
IDPs (9%).

+30.3% 
23,341 IDPs 

58 sites  
covered 

5,932 displaced households 

Conflict	was	the	primary	reason	for	displacement	 
and displaced 18,764 IDPs (80%)  Amhara  
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 50.3% male  49.7% female  
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*Any variance between 
DTM’s figures and the  
Amhara Regional Disaster 
Risk Management Commis-
sion is due to differences in 
methodology, shortfalls in 
the latter's registration of 
IDPs in their current places 
of displacement and the 
high mobility of displaced 
populations throughout 
the region.

Figure 7: Displacement figures for Amhara region in round 23. 
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8 Figure 8: Displacement figures for Benishangul Gumz region in round 23. 

    

         

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Benishangul Gumz 

1,696 households comprising 8,312 IDPs were identified in 15 sites in Ben-
ishangul Gumz region. These figures represent an increase of 5,003 IDPs 
(+151%) since round 22 (June/July 2020). This substantial increase was 
mainly due to insecurity in Metekel zone that resulted in the opening of 
new IDP sites. Moreover, two sites, namely Metekel-Dangura-Manbuk 01 
and Metekel-Dangura-Manbuk 02 reopened with a significant number of 
IDPs. Conflict was the cause of displacement for an estimated 8,312 IDPs, 
or 100% of the displaced populations. 
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Figure 9: Displacement figures for Dire Dawa in round 23. 
9
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954 households comprising 4,875 IDPs were identified in 2 sites in 
Dire Dawa. These figures represent a decrease of 46 IDPs (-0.9%) 
since round 22 (June/July 2020). Conflict was the main reason for 
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5,177 households comprising 36,719 IDPs were identified in 13 sites 
in Gambela region. These figures represent an increase of 3,269 IDPs 
(+9.8%) since round 22 (June/July 2020). This increase is mainly due 
to the coverage of two new sites, namely Kuerkuerk and Mer. Conflict 
was the main reason for displacement for an estimated 32,606 IDPs, 
or 89% of the displaced populations. The remaining 4,113 IDPs (11%) 
were displaced due to seasonal floods.  

Figure 10: Displacement figures for Gambela region in round 23. 10
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Figure 11: Displacement figures for Harari region in round 23. 11
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569 households comprising 2,665 IDPs were identified in 8 sites in 
Harari region. These figures represent an increase of 1 IDP (+0.04%) 
since round 22 (June/July 2020). Conflict was the main reason for 
displacement for an estimated 2,665 IDPs, or 100% of the displaced 
population. 
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Figure 12: Displacement figures for Oromia region in round 23. 12

Bale

Borena

Arsi

Guji

Jimma

East Bale
Agnewak

East Hararge

West Arsi

Mirab Omo

West Hararge

West Shewa

East 
Wallega

West Guji

West Wallega

East ShewaIlu Aba Bora

Kelem Wallega

Sheka

Bench Sheko

North Shewa (OR)

Buno Bedele

Horo Gudru 
Wallega

Majang

HARARI

Rayitu

Wachile

Lege Hida

Adaba

Abaya

Mieso

Hawi Gudina

Gumi Idalo

Dodola

Babile (OR)

Mena (Bale)
Gura Damole

Robe

Guchi

Sude

Jeju

Gora Dola

Fentale

Moyale

Meyu Muleke

Berbere

Agarfa

Shirka

Kuyu
Mana Sibu

Sinana

Amigna

Shala Gasera

Gololcha Bale

Merti

Jeldu

Girawa
Gimbi

Chinaksen

Sigmo

Melka Soda

Sasiga

Nejo

Golocha

Melka Balo
Diga

Munessa

Daro Lebu

Midhaga Tola

Dendi
Habro

Dedesa

Haro Limu

Waliso

Arsi Negele

Hitosa

Kofele

Gemechis

Siraro

Meko

Deder

Tena

Bule Hora

Meta

Gedeb Asasa

Aseko

Gumbi Bordede

Botor Tolay

Ambo Zuria

Kersa (Jimma)
Degeluna Tijo

Diksis

Gelana 

Wenchi

Chiro Zuria

Suro Berguda

Bele Gesgar

Girja /Harenfema

Liben Chukala

Goro Gutu

Tulo

Kiltu Kara

Lalo Asabi

Hidabu Abote

OROMIA

SOMALI

SNNP

AMHARA

AFAR

GAMBELA

BENISHANGUL GUMZ

DIRE DAWA

ADDIS ABABA

SIDAMA

SNNP

KENYA

SOUTH SUDAN

SOMALIA

SUDAN

UGANDA

Filtu

Dima

Teltale Barey

Seweyna

Dilo

Rayitu

Surma

Arero

Gog

Meda Welabu

Dhas

Dire

Elwaya

Miyo

Kumbi

Liben

Dolobay

Abobo

Bokolmayo

Yabelo

Dolo Odo

Kuni

Gera

Goba

Anfilo Boset

Yayu

Darimu

Ale

Cobi

Disclaimer : This map is for illustration purposes only. Names and boundaries
on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

0 50 10025
Kilometers

Legend
Causes of Displacement

Conflict

Climate Induced

Other

Boundaries
International Boundaries

Disputed Boundaries

Regional Boundaries

Zonal Boundaries

Woreda Boundaries

IDPs In Assessed Woredas

<  2,755

2,755 - 6,865

6,865 - 11,950

11,950 - 29,235

29,235 - 65,660

Water Bodies

SOMALI

OROMIA

AFAR

AMHARA

SNNP

TIGRAY

GAMBELA

BENISHANGUL
 GUMZ

DIRE DAWA

HARARI
ADDIS ABABA

SIDAMA

SOMALIA

SUDAN

YEMEN

KENYA

SOUTH 
SUDAN

ERITREA

DJIBOUTI

UGANDA

SOMALIA

GULF OF ADEN

RED SEA

Data Source: ESRI, IOM, UNJLC

105,507 households comprising 590,823 IDPs were identified in 437 
sites in Oromia region. These figures represent a slight decrease of 
1,234 IDPs (-0.2%) since round 22 (June/ July 2020). It should be not-
ed that 54 sites in East Harerge, Guji, Kelem Wallega, West Harerge 
and West Wallega zones could not be accessed this round due to se-
curity issues and road restrictions. However, 15 new sites also opened 
in Central Oromia due to the arrival of IDPs.  Conflict was the primary 
reason for displacement for an estimated 414,379 IDPs (70%), while 
81,973 IDPs (14%) were displaced due to other reasons*, 35,362 IDPs 
(6%) due to drought and 30,940 IDPs (5%) due to seasonal floods.  
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-0.2%

 590,823 IDPs 

437 sites  
covered

 105,507 displaced households 

Conflict	was	the	primary	reason	for	displacement	
and displaced  414,379 IDPs (70%)  

Oromia 

306,527 males    284,296 females 
51.9% male 48.1% female 

SEX

Pregnant girls under 
18

 195 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 1,879

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 10,732 Unaccompanied 
children

 122 

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 20,442 Separated  
children 

 583

Persons with mental 
or physical disabili-
ties under 18 

 968 Orphaned  
children 

 1,382

Persons with mental 
or physical disabili-
ties over 18

 1,328 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 3,744 

Persons with  
chronic diseases

 746 Single-male head-
ed households

 1,102

Religious minorities  171 Child-headed 
households

 150

Ethnic minorities   115 Elderly-headed 
households

 6,880

Oromia   

IDPs 

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs

*Displacement by other 
reasons mainly included 
social tension, displace-
ment due to hydropower 
projects, floods from 
sugar plantations and 
swampy lands. 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Oromia
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Figure 13: Displacement figures for Sidama region in round 23. 

13

7%

13%

7%

22%

3%

6%

14%

4%

21%

2%

0  T O  4

5  T O  1 4

1 5  T O  1 7

1 8  T O  5 9

6 0 +

Male Female

5,419 households comprising 31,063 IDPs were identified in 21 
sites in Sidama. These figures represent a significant increase of 
5,235 IDPs (+20%) since round 22 (June/July 2020). Increased cov-
erage of 5 sites in Hawassa Zuria woreda was the main underlying 
reason behind this increment. Conflict was the primary reason 
for displacement for an estimated 27,389 IDPs (88%), followed by 
flash floods which displaced 3,674 IDPs (12%).  

31,063 IDPs 

21 sites  
covered

5,419 displaced households 

Conflict	was	the	primary	reason	for	displacement	
and displaced 27,389 IDPs (88%)  

Sidama

Pregnant girls under 
18

 0 Unaccompanied 
children

 3

Pregnant women 
over 18 

453 Separated chil-
dren 

 51

Breastfeeding 
mothers

836 Orphaned chil-
dren 

 155

Persons with mental 
or physical disabili-
ties under 18 

 29 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 159

Persons with mental 
or physical disabili-
ties over 18

 73 Single-male head-
ed households

 29 

Persons with chron-
ic diseases

 71 Child-headed 
households

 17

Minorities 0 Elderly-headed 
households

 23

Elderly persons 
without care givers 

 27

Sidama 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Sidama

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs

 +20%
IDPs 

16,281 males    14,782 females 
52.4% male 47.6% female 

SEX

*The administrative breakdown of zones and woredas in Sidama region is a temporary arrangement as agreed with Sidama Regional Disaster Risk 
Management Commission until all administrative areas and boundaries have been finalised by the regional government.

** The total number of IDPs reported in Sidama is based on DTM’s current coverage in the region. Please note that some sites in Hawassa Zuria 
woreda and 4 kebeles, namely Sheabore, Goro, Harenja and Gulano were not accessed due to capacity constraints. However, DTM is working to 
improve its coverage of Sidama since the roll out of Site Assessment across the region was newly piloted starting in June 2020.



ETHIOPIA NATIONAL DISPLACEMENT REPORT
SITE ASSESSMENT ROUND 23 & VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY ROUND 6: AUGUST — SEPTEMBER 2020

Maji

Bena Tsemay

Amaro

Adiyio

Dasenech /Kuraz

Burji Special
Karat Zuria

Arba Minch Zuria

Mirab Abaya

Silti

Wera Djo

Meskan

Debub Bench

Hulbareg

Humbo

Duna

Dalocha

Kindo Koyesha

Kindo Daddaye

Misrak Badawacho

Misrak Meskan

Kediada Gambela

Mizan Aman town

SNNP

OROMIA

OROMIA

GAMBELA

SIDAMA

GAMBELA

SNNP

Kefa

Agnewak

South Omo

Mirab Omo

Gamo

Gofa

Guraghe

Dawuro Wolayita

Hadiya

Nuwer

Bench Maji

Sheka

Konso

Burji

Amaro

Alle

Siltie

Konta 

Etang Special woreda

Derashe

Yem 

Basketo

SOUTH SUDAN

KENYA

UGANDA

Hamer

Jore

Surma

Gog

Selamgo

Abobo

Itang

Goba

Male

Gnangatom

Esira

Zala

Disa

Decha

Shala

Melekoza Kucha

Soro
Gewata

Bita (Big) Gimbo

Jikawo

Kemba

Tocha
Sheko

Chena

Masha

Anderacha
Saylem

Gesha

Guraferda

Bero

Gori Gesha Menit Shasha

Menit 
GoldiyeGachit

Cheta

Disclaimer : This map is for illustration purposes only. Names and boundaries
on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

0 50 10025
Kilometers

Legend
Causes of Displacement

Conflict

Climate Induced

Boundaries

International Boundaries

Disputed Boundaries

Regional Boundaries

Zonal Boundaries

Woreda Boundaries

IDPs In Assessed Woredas

<  1,000

1,000 - 4,660

4,660 - 20,310

20,310 - 46,655

Water Bodies

SOMALI

OROMIA

AFARAMHARA

SNNP

TIGRAY

GAMBELA

BENISHANGUL
 GUMUZ

DIRE DAWA

HARARI
ADDIS ABABA

SOMALIA

SUDAN

YEMEN

KENYA

SOUTH 
SUDAN

ERITREA

DJIBOUTI

UGANDA

SOMALIA

GULF OF ADEN

RED SEA

Data Source: ESRI, IOM, UNJLC

14

Figure 14: Displacement figures for SNNP region in round 23. 
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21,393 households comprising 126,147 IDPs were identified in 106 sites 
in SNNP. These figures represent a significant increase of 57,993 IDPs 
(+85%) since round 22 (June/July 2020). New sites in Keffa, Kembata, 
Yem Special Woreda zones and in new woredas of previously covered 
zones was one of the reasons behind the increment. Recent displace-
ment caused by floods in South Omo and Silti zones and displacement 
due to conflict in Konso zone also resulted in an increase in IDP num-
bers. However, a number of sites were inaccessible due to insecurity in 
Sheka and Konso zones, floods and landslides in Gamo, Bench Sheko 
and Burji Special Woreda zones. Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement for an estimated 62,715 IDPs (50%), while 53,625 IDPs 
(43%) were displaced due to flash floods. 
  

126,147 IDPs 

106 sites  
covered

21,393 displaced households 

Conflict	was	the	primary	reason	for	displacement	
and displaced 62,715 IDPs (50%)  

SNNP

 63,182 males  62,965 females 
50.1% male 49.9% female 

SEX

Pregnant girls under 
18

 51 Unaccompanied 
children

 72

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 2,266 Separated chil-
dren 

 844

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 3,372 Orphaned chil-
dren 

 912 

Persons with mental 
or physical disabili-
ties under 18 

 356 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 1,207

Persons with mental 
or physical disabili-
ties over 18

 566 Single-male head-
ed households

 548 

Persons with chron-
ic diseases

 322 Child-headed 
households

 217

Minorities  3 Elderly-headed 
households

 930 

Elderly persons 
without care givers 

 1,219 

SNNP 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in SNNP 

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs

 +85%
IDPs 

*The total number of IDPs reported in SNNP is based on DTM’s current coverage in the region. Please note that 8 sites were inaccessible in this region 
this round due to security issues and 4 sites were inaccessible due to road issues. Moreover, DTM is working to improve its coverage of SNNP since 
the roll out of Site Assessment across the region was newly piloted in June 2020.
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773,974 IDPs 

376 sites  
covered

 122,585 displaced households 

Conflict	was	the	primary	reason	for	displacement	
and displaced 425,144 IDPs (55%)  

Somali  

371,320 males
48% male 52% female 

SEX

Pregnant girls 
under 18

 1,423 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 2,370

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 14,140 Unaccompanied 
children

 107 

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 21,335 Separated chil-
dren 

 1,096 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 1,931 Orphaned chil-
dren 

 3,328 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 2,566 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 4,107 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 1,629 Single-male head-
ed households

 1,660 

Religious minori-
ties 

 0 Child-headed 
households

 723

Ethnic minorities   178 Elderly-headed 
households

 7,420 

Somali   

 402,654 females 

122,585 households comprising 773,974 IDPs were identified in 385 sites in 
Somali region. These figures represent an decrease of 121,910 IDPs (-13.6%) 
since round 22 (June/July 2020). Notably, 4 sites in Fafan zone and 1 site 
in Dollo zone was closed. 4 of these sites were closed after IDPs returned 
to their places of origin and the remaining 1 was closed after IDPs left the 
site because of lack of services. Meanwhile, 17 sites were inaccessible in Af-
der, Dawa, Erer, Liban and Siti zones mainly due to flooded roads. Conflict 
was the main reason for displacement and displaced an estimated 425,144 
IDPs (55%), while drought displaced 260,808 IDPs (34%), seasonal floods dis-
placed 58,004 IDPs (7%) and flash floods displaced 30,018 IDPs (4%). 

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Somali 
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Figure 15: Displacement figures for Somali region in round 23.
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No Yes Don't know

Newly Arrived IDPs 

This map portrays areas host-
ing newly arrived IDPs. The 
lighter the shade, the fewer the  
number of newly arrived IDPs.  
Conversely, the darker the shade, 
the larger the number of newly  
arrived IDPs. The following are the top 
3 woredas hosting the largest  number 
of newly arrived IDPs: 
 

84 sites (6%) registered new IDP arrivals in the last 2 
months, while 1,250 sites (93%) did not.
 

In the 84 sites hosting new arrivals, more than 75%  
or 1,886 IDP households are from the kebele of dis-
placement, while 51-75% or 883 IDP households are 
displaced in the same kebele. 

MOBILITY 

1,800 newly arrived IDPs in 
Mustahil, Shabelle, Somali. 

1,181 newly arrived IDPs in 
Dasenech, South Omo, SNNP.

1,150 newly arrived IDPs in 
Melka Soda, West Guji, Oromia.1 2 3

Figure 18: Concentration of newly arrived IDPs. 

Number of Sites With Newly Arrived IDPs  Percentage and Number of Newly Arrived IDP 
Households From the Kebele of Displacement

Figure 16: Number of sites hosting IDPs who newly  
arrived within the last 2 months. 

Figure 17: Percentage of newly arrived IDPs who are currently 
displaced in the same kebele where they came from. 
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64%

18%

18%

Factors Preventing Return Support Needed to Resolve Displacement 

Figure 19: Factors preventing return at national level. Figure 20: Supported needed to resolve displacement at 
national level. 

Figure 21: Preferred durable  
solution of the majority of IDPs per 
site aggregated at national level. 

DURABLE SOLUTIONS

In 866 sites (64%), the majority 
of IDPs prefer to locally integrate. 

In 236 sites (18%), the majority 
of IDPs prefer to relocate. 

In 242 sites (18%), the majority 
of IDPs prefer to return. 

Return 

Relocate 

Locally Integrate

   National Level 

    Regional Level  

Afar 

Oromia

Amhara 

SomaliSNNP  

Dire Dawa Gambela 
Majority of IDPs in 
55 sites (68%) pre-
fer local ntegration 
and IDPs in 24 sites 
(30%) prefer return. 

Majority of IDPs in 191 
sites (44%) prefer local 
integration and IDPs in 
143 sites (33%) prefer 
relocation.

Majority of IDPs in 
35 sites (60%) pre-
fer local integration 
and IDPs in 17 sites 
(29%) prefer return. 

Majority of IDPs 
in 326 sites (87%) 
prefer local  
integration. 

Majority of IDPs 
in 62 sites (58%) 
prefer return and 
in 32 sites (30%) 
prefer relocation. 

Majority of IDPs 
in both sites 
(100%) prefer 
local integration. 

Majority of IDPs in 
7 sites prefer return 
(47%) and IDPs in 5 
sites (33%) prefer 
relocation.

Majority of IDPs in 
9 sites (69%) prefer 
local integration 
and IDPs in 4 (31%)
sites prefer return. 

Tigray 
Majority of IDPs 
in all 229 sites 
(100%) prefer 
local integration.

Benishangul 
Gumz

20 

592 

644 

709 

1,077 

1,106 

1,277 

Other

Legal obstacles and concerns

Safety and security

Social cohesion

Availability of services

Restoration of lost assets

Economic opportunities

Harari
Majority of IDPs 
in 5 sites (63%) 
prefer local inte-
gration and in 3 
sites (38%) prefer 
relocation . 

Sidama
Majority of IDPs in 
15 sites (71%) pre-
fer return and in 6 
sites (29%) prefer 
relocation. 17
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None < 25% 25-50% 51-75% > 75%

SHELTER  

None of the IDP households in 55% of the sites (mainly 
289 sites in Oromia, 226 sites in Tigray,  100 sites in SNNP, 
55 sites in Amhara) feel that they are living in standard 
temporary or culturally appropriate shelters. Only in 3% 
of sites did more than 75% of IDP households feel that 
they are living in standard shelters.   

  Shelters in Current Location 1,200
Number of sites where 
more than 50% of IDP 
households do not have 

access to electricity

Shelters Below Standard 

Sites With Overcrowded Shelters 

   Shelters in Places of Origin 

In 17 sites, the shelters of more than 75% of IDP 
households are partially destroyed in their place of 
origin. Of these, 11 sites are in Oromia.  

In 50 sites, the shelters of 51-75% of IDP house-
holds are partially destroyed in their place of origin. 
Of these, 38 sites are in Somali. 

In 328 sites, the shelters of 51-75% of IDP house-
holds are fully destroyed in their place of origin. Of 
these, 158 sites are in Somali. 
In 681 sites, the shelters of more than 75% of IDP 
households are fully destroyed in their place of  
origin. Of these, 238 sites are in Oromia. 

Partially Destroyed Shelters 

Fully Destroyed Shelters 

Number of sites where damaged or destroyed houses was reported as the main factor 
preventing the return of the largest group of IDPs. 915

Figure 22: Percentage of IDP households living in standard 
temporary shelters across regions.  

Figure 24: Place of origin of the largest IDP group if more 
than 75% of IDP households report that shelters in places 
of origin are fully destroyed. 

Figure 23: Number of sites by region where 25-50% of IDP 
households are living in overcrowded shelters.

25-50% of IDP households in 57 sites in Tigray are of 
the opinion that they are living in overcrowded shel-
ters. There are also 31 sites in Oromia where 25-50% 
of IDP households believe they are living in over-
crowded shelters. 
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Figure 27: Distance required to reach the nearest water 
distribution point from the sites.  

761 

241 

207 

79 
55 

2 

Emergency shelter kits

Bedding sets

Kitchen sets

Hygiene kits

Mosquito nets

Other

Figure 25: Most needed NFI for IDPs by site. 

NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIs)
In a majority of sites (761 sites or 57%), IDPs most 
needed emergency shelter kits. In 241 sites (18%), 
the most needed NFI was bedding sets while in 207 
sites (15%), kitchen sets were the most needed NFI. 

IDPs in 634 sites have access to NFI-sell-
ing markets (47%). However, in 64 of those 
sites, the operating hours of the market 
have been reduced due to COVID-19. 

IDPs in 712 sites have no access to NFI-selling 
markets (52%) but in 47 of those sites, they 
are temporarily closed due to COVID-19.   

2.2

At the national level, IDP households collect an  
average of 2.2 water jerrycans/buckets (20L) per day. 
The region that collected the lowest number of wa-
ter jerrycans/buckets is Tigray with an average of 
1.1 per household per day. In Amhara and Afar, the  
average number of water jerrycans/buckets collected 
per household per day is 1.5 and 2.0 respectively. In 
Somali, the average number is 2.8 water jerrycans/
buckets (20L) and 2.3 in Oromia. 

  
Average number 

of water jerrycans/ 
buckets collected per 

household per day 

   Amount of Water  

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

Figure 26: Sites where the average number of water  
jerrycans/buckets (20L) collected per household per day 
is less than 2.   

In a majority of sites (413 sites), the main water dis-
tribution point was on-site but required more than a 
20-minute walk to reach. The main water distribution 
point for 403 sites was on-site and within a 20-min-
ute walk for a one-way journey. Notably, there are 
388 sites where IDPs have to walk off-site for more 
than 20 minutes to reach the main water distribution 
points. 

  Accessibility of Water  

On-site

403 sites141 sites

413 sites388 sites

Off-site

   20 minute walk 

Distance to Nearest Water Point 
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746 

600 
Yes

No

246 

196 

466 

258 

180 

No wait < 15 min 16-30 min 31-60 min > 60 min

Once at the water distribution point, IDPs queue for 
an average of 16-30 minutes in 466 sites — this is the 
most common waiting time. In 258 sites, IDPs queue 
between 31-60 minutes and the wait is over an hour 
for IDPs in 180 sites. 

Figure 28: Average time IDPs take to queue for water. 

Figure 29: Number of non-functioning latrines on-site by 
region. 

Figure 30: Number of sites where there are complaints 
about the quality of drinking water. 

FOOD & NUTRITION 
   Access to Food  

  Sanitation and Hygiene  

Time Needed to Queue for Water 

Number of Non-Functioning Latrines Complaints About the Drinking Water 

It was found that there are 3,121 non-functioning  
latrines on-site in Oromia and 1,502 non-functioning  
latrines on-site in Tigray. In Somali, it was found that 
there are 644 non-functioning latrines.  

Of the 1,346 sites covered, a total of 746 sites (55%) 
had complaints about the quality of drinking water, 
while in 600 sites (45%), there were no complaints 
about the drinking water.  

Figure 31: Sites reporting no access to food. 

Out of the 1,346 sites covered, a total of 1,111 sites 
(83%) have access to food, of which 573 sites have 
access to food on-site and 538 sites have access 
to food off-site. However, 235 sites (17%) reported  
having no access to food. As visible through the 
map on the left, the region in which this is most  
prominent is Oromia with 101 sites reportedly  
without access to food. 
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Pastoralism
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None

Petty trade

Fishing

Other

Collecting firewood

   Main Source for Obtaining Food  

LIVELIHOODS 

   Income and Occupation  

A total of 125 sites in Oromia reported that the  
majority of IDPs in these sites have no main occupa-
tion. However, the next recorded main occupation 
among the majority of IDPs in 101 sites is farming. 

In Somali, the majority of IDPs are pastoralists in an 
overwhelming 245 sites, and agro-pastoralists in 79 
sites. The majority of IDPs in all 221 sites in Tigray are 
daily labourers. 

Figure 33: The occupation/trade of the majority of IDPs at sites by region. 

The main source for obtaining food is through food 
assistance, as reported in 784 sites (58%), followed by 
other sources in 156 sites (12%), whereby this mainly 
meant performing daily labour jobs and the third main 
source was host community donation in 143 sites.

Figure 32: Number of sites by main source of obtaining 
food. 

IDPs in 619 sites (46%) have access to 
a  food selling market. However, in 60 of 
those sites, the operating hours of the mar-
ket have been reduced due to COVID-19. 

IDPs in 727 sites (54%) do not have access 
to a market but in 50 of those sites, they are 
temporarily closed due to COVID-19. 
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   Livestock 
Of the 626 sites that have livestock, the following is the 
average percentage of households owning livestock: 

Afar - 73% 
Amhara - 65% 
Benishangul 
Gumz - 32% 
Gambela - 57% 

SNNP - 51%
Oromia - 46% 

Somali - 9% 
Tigray - 12% 

626

   Land 

Less than 25% of IDPs in 33 sites in Oromia have 
access to land for cultivation.  

IDPs in 306 sites in Oromia do not have access to 
land for cultivation. 

Less than 25% of IDPs in 24 sites in Somali have 
access to land for cultivation. 

IDPs in 222 sites in Tigray do not have access to 
land for cultivation. 
IDPs in 196 sites in Somali do not have access to 
land for cultivation. 

Limited Acess to Land for Cultivation 

No Acess to Land for Cultivation 

   Health Concerns

HEALTH 

Afar 

Oromia

Amhara 

Somali

Gambela Dire Dawa 
Malaria is the main 
concern for 26 sites 
(32%), followed by 
pneumonia in 17 
sites (17%). 

Malaria is the main 
concern for 121 sites 
(28%), followed by 
diarrhea in 77 sites 
(18%).

Malaria is the 
main concern for 
13 sites (87%).  

Typhoid is the 
main concern for 
14 sites (67%), fol-
lowed by malaria 
in 7 sites (33%).  

Diarrhea is the main 
concern for 20 sites 
(34%), followed by 
malaria in 12 sites 
(21%).

Malaria is the main 
concern for 193 sites 
(51%), followed by 
pneumonia in 114 
sites (30%).

Malaria is the 
main concern 
for all 13 sites 
(100%).  

Pneumonia is the 
main concern for 2 
sites (100%).

Tigray 
Both malaria and 
pneumonia are the 
main concerns for 
66 sites each (29% 
each). 

Number of sites with 
livestock on site 

Figure 34: Sites where no IDPs and less than 25% of IDPs 
have access to land for cultivation.   
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Typhoid is the main 
concern for 4 sites 
(50%), followed by 
measles in 2 sites 
(25%).  

Malaria is the 
main concern for 
53 sites (50%), fol-
lowed by typhoid 
in 47 sites (44%).  

SNNP  
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People donot have the right documents

There are no reachable health services

Health services are only accessible during
part of the day or some days
Nothing is preventing the people

For a majority of IDPs, the location of health facilities 
or services are on-site and within 3 km in 680 sites 
(52%). In 165 sites (13%), IDPs have to travel more 
than 3 km to access health services, while in 203 sites 
(13%), health facilities or services were off-site and 
more than 3 km away.  

IDPs in 1,148 sites (85%) have access to a 
health facility. 

IDPs in 198 sites (15%) do not have access 
to a healthy facility. 

Figure 35: Factors preventing IDPs from accessing 
health services by number of sites.

Figure 36: Location of health facilities/services. 

Figure 37: Access to pre-primary, primary and secondary 
school education for displaced children.

   Accessibility of Health Services

   Accessibility of Schools 

IDPs in 198 sites (15%) reported having no access to 
health facilities. Most of these sites are in Somali (91 
sites) and Oromia (63 sites).  

The main factors preventing IDPs from accessing 
healthcare services is cost, as found in 1,068 sites 
(80%). The second main factor is the lack of medicine 
as reported in 667 sites (50%), followed by the lack of 
proper documents in 261 sites (19%).  

As a COVID-19 prevention measure, 627 pre-prima-
ry schools, 1,132 primary schools and 696 second-
ary schools were temporarily closed. Pre-primary 
schools and secondary schools are not accessible for 
displaced children in 697 and 630 sites respectively, 
making primary schools slightly more accessible in 
comparison (not accessible in 168 sites). Displaced 
children had access to primary schools only in 46 
sites.  

EDUCATION 

Access to Schools for Displaced Children  

Distance to Health Facilities or Services 

Factors Preventing Access to Health Services 

On-site

680 sites98 sites

165 sites203 sites

Off-site

           3km
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Figure 38: Access to primary school learning supplies.

Of the displaced children in 46 sites who have access 
to primary schools, children reported having access 
to some learning supplies in 21 sites (46%). However, 
children in 24 sites (52%) reported not having access 
to learning supplies. Only in 1 site (2%) was it report-
ed that displaced children have access to learning 
supplies. 

Access to Learning Supplies  

Figure 39: Reasons for dissatisfaction with the standard of 
schools for sites where IDPs are not satisfied with the stand-
ard of schools. 

Figure 40: Distance to the nearest primary school from sites.   

IDPs in 690 sites (51%) were dissatisfied with the 
standard of schools due to poor infrastructure, while 
IDPs in 541 sites (40%) were dissatisfied because of 
the lack of awareness of the benefits of education. 
Notably, IDPs in 73 sites (6%) mentioned that they ex-
perienced unequal access to education due to their 
displacement status in their current location. 

For the 46 sites that have access to primary schools, 
the most common distance to the nearest primary 
school is between 1-2 km away, as found in 20 sites 
(43%). The distance is less than 1 km for 18 sites

(39%), while in 7 sites (15%), the distance to 
the nearest primary school is 3-5 km. Children 
from 1 site (2%) have to travel more than 6 km 
(6-10 km) to reach the nearest primary school. 

1 km 2 km 3 km  5 km  

20 sites 7 sites 1 site

6 km  10 km  

18 sites 

Reasons for Dissatisfaction with the  
Standard of Schools 

Distance to Nearest Primary School 
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Figure 43: Percentage of male and female IDPs who 
have ID cards by number of sites. 

PROTECTION 115
Number of sites where 

security incidents 
occurred

The relationship between IDPs and host communi-
ties is reportedly good in 852 sites (63%) and very 
good in 393 sites (29%). However, the relationship is 
reportedly bad in 9 sites (1%). 

In 860 sites (64%), there are reportedly no  
protection services being provided. However,  
referral mechanisms for survivors of gender-based 
violence is available in 309 sites (23%), while family 
tracing services are present in 226 sites (17%). 

Less than 25% of female IDPs have ID cards in 669 
sites, while less than 25% of male IDPs have ID cards 
in 380 sites. Only in 122 sites did more than 75% of 
female IDPs have ID cards and only in 244 sites more 
than 75% of male IDPs have ID cards. 

Figure 41: The relationship between IDPs and host com-
munities across accessed sites.  

Figure 42: Types of protection services provided at sites.
 

   Security Incidents 

  Protection Services & Documentation  

The Relationship Between IDPs and  
Host Communities  

Type of Protection Services Available  Possession of ID Cards 
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In locations where Site Assessment was conducted, 
1,064 medically tested and confirmed COVID-19 cases 
were reported among IDPs in Tigray, while 111 cases 
were found in Oromia, 41 cases in SNNP and 23 cases 
in Somali. However, it should be noted that this data 
is based on self-reported information and thus the ac-
tual number of confirmed COVID-19 cases may vary. 

In 609 sites (45%), IDPs resorted to borrowing money 
from family and friends, while in 566 sites (42%), IDPs 
were reducing their meals.  

Quarantine facilities were available in 672 sites (50%), 
where they were off-site in 568 sites and on-site in 
104 sites. However, there were no quarantine facili-
ties in 635 sites (47%).  

COVID-19 has impacted the supply of various items. In 
1,248 sites (93%), IDPs mentioned that there is short-
gae of hygiene products and this entails water, soap, 
sanitizers and personal protective equipment (PPE). In 
1,168 sites (87%), there are food shortages.  

Additionally, it was reported that the price of hygiene 
products have increased across 1,243 sites (92%) and 
the price of food has also increased across 1,238 sites 
(92%). 

Figure 44: Number of confirmed COVID-19 cases among 
IDPs by region. 

Figure 45: Coping mechanisms adopted by IDPs. Figure 46: Availability of quarantine facilities by sites. 

Figure 47: Shortage of items by number of sites. 

   Impact of COVID-19 on IDPs 

   Shortage of Items & Price Increases  

Number of Confirmed COVID-19 Cases  

Coping Mechanisms Used Due to COVID-19   Availability of Quarantine Facilities   

1,059
Number of sites 

where COVID-19 has 
negatively	affected	

employment of 
IDPs 
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''Seven focus group 
discussion participants have 

been chosen to take part 
in the Village Assessment 

Survey in a village in SNNP 
region as part of a COVID-19 

prevention measure. ''



Section 2 

Village Assessment Survey 
(VAS) 
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KEY FINDINGS — VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY 

35,409 IDPs*
(6,147 households)  

1,210,053 returning IDPs
(209,329 households)

1,177,095 returning IDPs 
(97%)	were	initially	displaced	
by	conflict	in	1,231	villages

3,042 returning IDPs (0.2%) 
were	initially	displaced	by	 
flash	floods	in	8	villages

27,431 returning IDPs (2%) 
were	initially	displaced	by	 

seasonal	floods	in	44	villages	

1,294 villages covered  

Population	Breakdown	&	Initial	Causes	of	Displacement	

Top 3 Zones With the Highest Returning IDP Figures

9,940 returned migrants 

29
Figure 48: Top 3 zones with the highest number of returning IDPs. 

420,520 

159,746

returning  

returning  

IDPs in 

IDPs in 

390 villages 

65 villages 

West Guji    

Borena 

1

2
114 villages

115,023
returning  
IDPs in

Gedeo    3

123 inaccessible villages 

*Kindly note that an estimate of an additional 5,966 IDPs (1,114 households) were captured through VAS in locations 
with high returns.

-13.6% decrease in returning IDPs 
(there were 1,400,892 returning IDPs in VAS round 5) 

1,326,717 host community  
members (229,940 households)  

Other reasons for initial displacement included: drought (1,427 returning IDPs), landslide (738 returning IDPs) 
and fire (320 returning IDPs). 
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The Village Assessment Survey (VAS) was used for 
the first time in IOM Ethiopia in July 2019 in response 
to the government-led return movement in an effort 
to capture return trends and sectoral needs in areas 
reporting high return concentrations. This is the 6th 
round of VAS data collection. 

VAS targets villages with reported returns equal to 
or greater than 5 returning IDP households, and  
collects demographic data on returning IDPs, IDPs, 
returned migrants and host community members. 
The purpose of VAS is to assess the capacity of  
villages to absorb returns through the availability of  
services with a focus on livelihoods and reintegration. 

DTM works closely with national, zonal and woreda 
level officials who serve as key informants in identi-
fying villages with high returns. At the village level, 
DTM collects its data through focus group discus-
sions, key informants and through direct observation.  

Figure 49: Percentage of villages assessed by DTM at zonal 
level for round 6 of VAS. 

METHODOLOGY Data collection period: 
15 August — 20 September 2020

Coverage of this round

1,294 Villages 
 

531 Kebeles  
 

105 Woredas  

37 Zones 
 

8 Regions 
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For round 6 of VAS, a total of 123 villages could not be 
accessed. 78 villages were inaccessible due to security is-
sues mainly in East Hararge, West Hararge, Metekel, Ke-
mashi, Assosa, East Wallega Fafan, West Guji, Sheka and 
Segen Peoples' zones. 45 villages could not be accessed 
due road inaccessibility issues mainly in Central Gondar, 
Assosa, Kemashi, West Wallega, Dawa, Shabelle and West 
Guji zones. 

123 Inaccessible Villages
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The administrative breakdown of zones and woredas in Sidama region is a temporary arrangement as agreed with
Sidama regional authorities until all administrative areas and boundaries have been finalised by the regional government.

Focus groups are made up of 7 individuals whereby 
each focus group must comprise 2 individuals over 
65 years of age, 1 individual under 18 years of age, 
2 females and at least 1 government official (i.e. 
kebele administrator, village leader etc.). In villages 
where they are present, all 5 population categories, 
namely returning IDPs, IDPs, resettled IDPs, returned 
migrants and host community members must also 
be represented in the focus group. This lower lim-
it of 7 individuals is employed to ensure that COV-
ID-19 prevention measures such as social distancing 
can be observed. Focus group participants are also 
provided with personal protective equipment (PPE).   

All VAS data is collected in close collaboration with 
the National Disaster Risk Management Commission 
(NDRMC). All data is electronically collected through 
survey forms designed in Kobo. The data collection 
period for this round of VAS was 15 August to 20 Sep-
tember 2020. 
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According to the data collected between August to Sep-
tember 2020, there were an estimated 1.2 million re-
turning IDPs (209,329 households) across 1,294 villages 
in Ethiopia. The large number of  returning IDPs is mainly 
due to government-led return movements which began 
in April 2019. 

The largest returning IDP caseload is in Oromia with 
an estimated total of 806,861 returning IDPs (138,247 
households), as captured through the coverage of 
761 villages. Oromia witnessed an increase of 19,898  
returning IDPs (+2.5%) as found across 14 new villages in 
East Shewa, West Shewa, South West Shewa, West Arsi 
and Bale zones. However, it should also be noted that 
there were significant accessibility challenges this round 
as 52 villages could not be accessed due to security and 
road inaccessibility issues. Conflict was the cause of initial 
displacement for a majority of returning IDPs in 745 
villages (98%).  

The region hosting the second  largest number of returning 
IDPs is Somali with an estimate of 149,431 returning IDPs 

(24,917 households). There was a significant decrease of 
215,438 returning IDPs (-59%), which was mainly due to 
inaccessibility issues caused  by  the  overflow  of  the   
Shabelle River which flooded roads in Shabelle zone, 
while there were road inaccessibility issues in Dawa zone 
and security issues in Fafan zone. Conflict was the main 
reason for initial displacement for returning IDPs in 97 
villages (90%). 

The region hosting the third largest number of returning 
IDPs is SNNP region with an estimated 132,281 returning 
IDPs (21,767 households). There was a decrease  of 228 
returning IDPs (-0.2%) since the previous round. Conflict 
was the main reason for initial displacement for returning 
IDPs in all 125 villages (95%). 

The gender  breakdown for  returning  IDPs is 586,633 
males (48.5%) and 623,420 females (51.5%). 1.18 million 
returning IDPs (97%) were initially displaced by conflict, 
27,431 returning IDPs (2%) were initially displaced by 
seasonal floods and 3,042 returning IDPs were initially 
displaced by flash floods (0.25%). 

Figure 50: The return caseload based on data collected from the Village Assessment Survey in August and September 2020.
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5,851 households comprising 28,818 returning IDPs were iden-
tified in 91 villages in Amhara region. These figures represent 
an increase of 3,926 IDPs (+15.8%) since the previous round 22 
(June/July 2020). This is mainly due to increased coverage of vil-
lages that were not covered in the last round. Conflict was the 
cause of initial displacement for a majority of returning IDPs in 
87 villages (96%). 

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*
Pregnant girls 
under 18

 2 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 330 

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 684 Unaccompanied 
children

 4

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 2,227 Separated 
children 

 31

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 196 Orphaned 
children 

 77 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 259 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 1,287

Persons with 
chronic diseases

187 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

 494

Religious minori-
ties 

 9 Child-headed 
households

 35 

Ethnic minorities   19 Elderly-headed 
households

 278 

14,352 males 14,466 females 
49.8% male 50.2% female 

SEX

*Please note that the sex and 
age disaggregation for returning 
IDPs is an estimate based on the 
percentage of male and female 
returning IDPs and based on the 
percentage of returning IDPs at 
each age bracket. This is calculated 
at village level.
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Figure 51: Returning IDP figures for Amhara in VAS round 6.
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Figure 52: Returning IDP figures for Benishangul Gumz in VAS round 6.
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Guba

Wenbera

Yaso

Dangura

Bulen

Assosa

Debati

Menge

Sherkole

Bambasi

Maokomo Special
Kamashi

Agalometi

Kurmuk

Belojiganfo

Oda Bilidigilu

Pawe

Mandura

Homosha

Sodal/Sirba Abay

Lake Tana

OROMIA

AMHARA

BENISHANGUL GUMZ

OROMIA

Metekel

Asosa

Kemashi

East Gojam

West Shewa

Mao Komo Special

SUDAN

Disclaimer: This map is for illustration purposes only. Names and boundaries
on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

SOMALI

OROMIA

AFAR
AMHARA

SNNP

TIGRAY

GAMBELA

BENISHANGUL
 GUMZ

DIRE DAWA

HARARI
ADDIS ABABA

SIDAMA

SOMALIA

SUDAN

YEMEN

KENYA

SOUTH
 SUDAN

ERITREA

UGANDA

DJIBOUTI

SOMALIA

GULF OF ADEN

RED SEA

Data Source: ESRI, IOM, UNJLC

0 20 4010
Kilometers

Legend

Initial Cause of Displacement

Conflict

International Boundaries

Disputed Boundaries

Regional Boundaries

Zonal Boundaries

Returning IDPs in Assessed Woredas

 2,010

2,010 - 4,835

4,835 - 13,000

13,000 - 31,570

Water Bodies

85,602 returning IDPs 
(16,988 households) 

171 villages 
covered

 2,819 IDPs 
(623 households) 

53,865 host community  
members (11,208 households)

Conflict	was	the	main	reason	for	initial	displace-
ment for returning IDPs in all 171 villages (100%)  

+1.2%
Returning IDPs 

Benishangul Gumz

755 returned 
migrants 

 



ETHIOPIA NATIONAL DISPLACEMENT REPORT
SITE ASSESSMENT ROUND 23 & VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY ROUND 6: AUGUST — SEPTEMBER 2020

34 Figure 53: Returning IDP figures for Dire Dawa in VAS round 6. 
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 Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Dire Dawa
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for returning IDPs is an 
estimate based on the 
percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and 
based on the percentage of 
return-ing IDPs at each age 
bracket. This is calculated 
at village level.

106 households comprising 540 returning IDPs were identified in 
2 villages in Dire Dawa. There was no change in the number of 
returning IDPs since the previous round 22 (June/July 2020). No 
IDPs or host community community members were observed in 
these 2 villages.  Conflict was the cause of initial displacement for 
a majority of returning IDPs in both villages.
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Figure 54: Returning IDP figures for Harari in VAS round 6.
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145 households comprising 955 returning IDPs were identified 
in 2 villages in Harari region. There was no change in the num-
ber of returning IDPs since the previous rounds (both February/
March and June/July 2020). The majority of returning IDPs in 
both villages (100%) arrived more than 6 months ago. Conflict 
was the cause of initial displacement for a majority of returning 
IDPs in both villages. 
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Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Oromia

138,247 households comprising  806,861 returning IDPs were 
identified in 761 villages in Oromia region. There was an increase of 
19,898 returning IDPs (+2.5%) as found across 14 new villages in 
East Shewa, West Shewa, South West Shewa, West Arsi and Bale 
zones. However, there were significant accessibility challenges as 
52 villages could not be accessed due to security and road inac-
cessibility issues in mainly East Harerge, East Wallega, West Har-
erge and West Guji zones. The majority of returning IDPs in  714 
villages (94%) arrived more than 6 months ago. Conflict was the 
cause of initial displacement for a majority of returning IDPs in 
745 villages (98%). 

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

*Please note that the sex 
and age disaggregation 
for returning IDPs is an 
estimate based on the 
percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and 
based on the percentage 
of returning IDPs at each 
age bracket. This is calcu-
lated at village level.
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Figure 55: Returning IDP figures for Oromia in VAS round 6.
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Figure 56: Returning IDP figures for SNNP region in VAS round 6.

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in SNNP

21,767 households comprising 132,281 returning IDPs 
were identified in 132 villages in SNNP. This is a de-
crease of 228 returning IDPs (-0.2%) since the previ-
ous round (June/ July 2020).  Returning IDPs in 121 
villages (92%) arrived more than 6 months ago. Con-
flict was the main reason for initial displacement for  
returning IDPs in all 125 villages (95%). 

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

*Please note that the 
sex and age disaggrega-
tion for returning IDPs 
is an estimate based on 
the percentage of male 
and female returning 
IDPs and based on the 
percentage of return-
ing IDPs at each age 
bracket. This is calculat-
ed at village level.
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132,281 returning IDPs 
(21,767 households) 

132 villages 
covered

236,022 host community members  
(38,370 households)

Conflict	was	the	main	reason	for	initial	displacement	
for returning IDPs in all 125 villages (95%)  

SNNP

 -0.2%
Returning IDPs 

7,773 returned 
migrants 

**The total number of IDPs reported in SNNP region is based on DTM’s current coverage in the region. DTM is working to improve its 
coverage of SNNPR since the roll out of Village Assessment Survey across the region was newly piloted starting in June 2020.
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236,022 host community members  
(38,370 households)
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Figure 57: Returning IDP figures for Somali region in VAS round 6. 
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mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

521 Orphaned 
children 

1,499 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

349 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

1,428 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

426 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

583

Religious minori-
ties 

0 Child-headed 
households

358

Ethnic minorities  0 Elderly-headed 
households

1,427 

*Please note that the 
sex and age disaggre-
gation for returning 
IDPs is an estimate 
based on the per-
centage of male and 
female returning 
IDPs and based on 
the percentage of re-
turning IDPs at each 
age bracket. This is 
calculated at village 
level.

24,917 households comprising 149,431 returning IDPs were iden-
tified in 108 villages in Somali region. While there was a signifi-
cant decrease of 215,438 returning IDPs (-59%) since the previous 
round, it should be noted that 25 villages were inaccessible due to 
the overflow of the Shabelle River which flooded roads in in Sha-
belle zone, while there were road inaccessibility issues in Dawa 
zone and security issues in Fafan zone. The majority of returning 
IDPs in 76 villages (70%) arrived more than 6 months ago. Conflict 
was the main reason for initial displacement for returning IDPs in 
97 villages (90%). VAS 
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70,011 males
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149,431 returning IDPs 
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Conflict	was	the	main	reason	for	initial	
displacement for returning IDPs in 97 villages (90%)  
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LIVELIHOODS 

   Agriculture 

Returning IDPs in 140 villages (11%) do not have  
access to land for cultivation. 

The most needed agricultural input is seeds, as  
reported in 1,216 villages. The second most needed  
agricultural input is tools in 1,195 villages.

Average Land Holding Per Household 

Most Needed Agricultural Inputs Lack of Access to Land for Cultivation 

The main livelihood 
for 534 villages in 
Oromia is farming, 
followed by pastoral-
ism in 133 villages. In 
Benishangul Gumz, 
the most common 
livelihood is farming 
as found in 154 vil-
lages.

Amhara: 2.58 hectares

Somali: 0.66 hectares

Benishangul Gumz: 
3.27 hectares

Tigray: 0.44 hectares

Dire Dawa: 0.5 hectares

Harari: 2.5 hectares

Oromia: 1.24 hectares

SNNP: 0.44 hectares

723
Number of villages 

where more than 75% 
of	the	population	 
practices	farming	

39

Figure 58: Main type 
of livelihood in each 
village by region.  

Figure 60: Villages where returning IDPs do not have 
access to land for cultivation/farming.

Figure 59: Most needed agricultural inputs across villages. 
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   Livestock 

   Livelihood Issues

   Food  

Milk is reportedly available in 786 villages, while  
vegetables are available in 770 villages. 

Of the 1,216 villages (94%) that own livestock, the 
pie chart shows the main problems affecting live-
stock herders: 

The main issue with livelihoods in a majority of  
villages is food shortage, as reported in 599 villages 
(46%). This is followed by shortage of farmland in 
262 villages (20%), and a lack of non-agricultural live-
lihood activities in 224 villages (17%). Other related 
concerns also affected livelihoods in 73 villages (6%) 
whereby most of these reasons were water shortage 
and conflict. 

Figure 61: Food types available in villages. 

Figure 63 (on the left): Main problems faced by livestock 
herders across villages surveyed. 

Percentage of villages 
where people own 

livestock  

94%

Figure 64: Main livelihood issues in villages assessed.
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Food Types Available in Villages Problems Affecting Production of Food and 
Cash Crops 
883 villages were affected by crop disease, while 786 
villages were affected by other forms of crop damage 
caused by insects such as desert locust, livestock and 
wildlife. 

Figure 62: Main problems affecting the production of 
food and cash crops across sites. 
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Villages Without Access to Health Facilities Common Problems With Health Services 

Figure 65: Villages that do not have health facilities. 

   Health Concerns

   Availability of Health Facilities 

HEALTH 

Amhara

Somali

Harari

Oromia

Benishangul 
Gumz

Tigray

Dire Dawa
Malaria is the main 
concern for 69 villag-
es (76%) in Amhara  
followed by scabies in 
10 villages (11%).  

Malaria is the main 
concern for 47 villag-
es (44%) in Somali  
followed by pneumo-
nia  in 35 villages (32%).  

Malaria is the main 
concern for 24 villag-
es (89%) in Tigray fol-
lowed by Pneumonia 
in 2 villages (7%).

Malaria is the main 
concern for 154  
villages (90%) in 
Benishangul Gumz. 

Intestinal parasites is 
the main concern for 
both villages (100%) 
in Dire Dawa. 

Malaria is the main 
concern for one village 
(50%) in Harari followed 
by measles in the other 
village (50%). 

Typhoid is the main 
concern for 183 vil-
lages (24%) in Oromia  
followed by malaria in 
161 villages (21%). 

Typhoid is the main 
concern for 98 villages 
(74%) in SNNP followed 
by malaria and in 15 vil-
lages  (11%). 

SNNP  

981 out of 1,294 villages (76%) do not have a health 
facility. 

Of the 313 villages that have access to health facili-
ties problem, the lack of medicine is the most com-
mon problem as found in 268 villages. 

41

Figure 66: Common problems in accessing health services in 
villages where health failities are available. 
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

The main source of drinking water in 362 villages 
is  rivers (28%), and in 191 villages it is unprotected  
springs (15%). In 178 villages (14%), people rely on 
other options such as hand pumps, while in 121 vil-
lages (9%), people rely on protected springs.  

   Main Water Source 

  Accessibility of Water  

Figure 67: Main source of drinking water across villages.  

Reasons for insufficient household access to  
water include a general lack of sufficient water sourc-
es (324 villages), poor quality of water (236 villages) 
and distance  (150 villages).  

Figure 70: Major reasons affecting water accessibility.

Water sources are accessible to all  
households in 569 villages (44%). 
Water sources are not accessible to all 
households in 725 villages (56%).  

Figure 69: The average queue time for water across 
the villages surveyed. 

Figure 68: Distance to the nearest water source.
 

The main water distribution point for the highest 
proportion of villages (522 villages or 40%) is a 21-30 
minutes walk one way. However, it takes more than 
45 minutes one-way for people in 203 villages (16%) 
to reach the nearest water source. 

20 mins 30 mins 45 mins 

315 villages 522 villages 254 villages 203 villages
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Distance to Nearest Water Source 

Main Source of Drinking Water 

Average Queue Time for Water 

Main Reasons for Not Having Water Access
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EDUCATION 

   Accessibility of Schools 

   Education Challenges  

Primary schools are available in 696 villages across 6 regions. The following is the attendance for each  
population category: 

Based on data available, it was found that there are 37,453 returning IDP children attending prima-
ry school in Oromia, along with 183 IDP children and 761  host community children. In SNNP, 12,781  
returning IDP children and  132 host community children are attending primary school.   

Kindergartens are available across 57 villages in  
Amhara, Benishangul Gumz, Oromia, SNNP and So-
mali regions. 963 returning IDPs, 6 IDPs and 2,260 
host community children are attending kindergarten. 

Secondary schools are available across 61 vilages in 
Amhara, Benishangul Gumz, Oromia, SNNP, Somali 
and Tigray. 5,329 returning IDPs, 0 IDPs and 18,034 
host community children are attending secondary 
schools. 

It is reported that 427 villages are not satisfied with 
the standard of schools due to poor infrastructure   
The second reason for dissatisfaction with schools is 
the temporary closure COVID-19 as reported in 369 
villages.This is followed by lack of awareness of the 
benefits of education 268 villages.   

Region Number of Villages 
With Primary Schools

Number of Returning IDP 
Children	Attending

Number of IDP  
Children	Attending

Number of Host Commu-
nity	Children	Attending

Amhara 36  2,413 20  91
Benishangul 

Gumz  42  1,938 0 171
Oromia 466 37,453  183  761 
SNNP  58  12,781 0 132

Somali  65  2,265 841  108
Tigray  29  690 5  27 

Grand Total  696  57,540  1,049  1,294

Figure 72: Reaons for dissatisfaction with schools. 

Kindergarten Secondary School 

Primary School 
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Figure 71: Number of primary schools and primary school attendance across villages.  

Reasons for Dissatisfaction with Schools
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The 3 main housing options in villages are hous-
es made of mud wall with iron sheet roofing in 910  
villages, followed by houses made of mud wall with 
thatched roofing in 891 villages and Buuls/Tukuls 
(wood frame with cloth or plastic sheeting) in 658 
villages.  

Out of 1,294 villages, a majority of returning IDPs 
have returned to their own homes in 1,051 villages 
(81%), while those in 243 villages (19%) have not. 
Of those who did not return to their own homes, a 
majority of returning IDPs cited that it was because 
their shelters were completely damaged in 143 vil-
lages and partially damaged in 77 villages. Notably, 
returning IDPs in 13 villages said that they did not 
own shelters. 

SHELTER  1,051
   Shelter Types & Conditions

   Issues With Shelter

The main issue with shelters across the villages is the poor quality of shelters as reported in 462 villages 
in Oromia, 68 villages in SNNP, 68 villages in Somali, and 54 villages in Amhara. The next notable issue is 
the cost of construction which is said to be too expensive in 264 villages in Oromia. The lack of shelters or 
overcrowding is also an issue in 28 villages in Oromia and 10 villages in Benishangul Gumz. 

Figure 73: Villages where returning IDPs report that  75% 
or more houses have been completely damaged due to 
conflict 

Figure 74: Issues with shelters across villages by region. 
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HOUSING, LAND AND PROPERTY (HLP) 

The main form of land tenure is landholding certifi-
cates in 760 villages (59%), while communal land is 
the main form of land ownership in 346 villages (27%).  
Meanwhile, leased land is the main form of land 
ownership in 100 villages (8%). 

A majority of returning IDPs in 986 villages (76%) had 
a claim to land and currently have access to land. 
However, returning IDPs in 308 villages (24%) stated 
that they had a claim to land but no longer have ac-
cess to it.

Figure 76: Main forms of land ownership. Figure 77: Villages where returning IDPs have a claim to 
land but do not have access to their land. 
 

   Land Ownership & Land Access

The most needed NFI for returning IDPs is  
emergency shelter kits as reported in 489  
villages (38%), followed by bedding sets in 302  
villages (23%) and hygiene kits in 231 villages (18%).  

534 villages (41%) have access to NFI  
selling markets. 

759 villages (59%) have no access to NFI 
selling markets. 

Figure 75: Most needed NFI for returning IDPs. 

NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIs)
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Main Form of Land Tenure Claim and Access to Land  
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The main perceived, potential or concrete obsta-
cle for returning IDPs to return to their abandoned 
housing, land and property (HLP) is damage and  
destruction as reported in 688 villages. This is  
followed by the lack of essential services and 
infrastructure in 494 villages. 

In 579 sites, more than 75% of male returning IDPs 
had access to official documentation related to hous-
ing, land and prorperty, while more than 75% of fe-
male returning IDPs had access to these documents 
in 322 sites. 

Figure 78: Perceived, potential or concrete obstacles to re-
turn to abandoned housing, land and property. 

Figure 79: Percentage of male and female returning IDPs 
who currently have access to official documentation.   

1,044
Number of villages 

where dispute  
resolution	or	restitution	
mechanisms are easily 

accessible 

PROTECTION
The relationship between returning IDPs and host 
communities is reportedly poor in 4 villages (0.3%), 
excellent in 202 villages (16%) and good in 630 villag-
es (49%). However, it should be noted that the focus 
group discussions in 458 villages (42%) did not an-
swer this question. 
                                                                                                                                                                                              
In addition, threats of conflict were found in 56 
villages (4%) and threats of violence in 70 villages 
(5%) since IDPs returned, while threats of both vio-
lence and conflict were reported in 44 villages (3%). 

  Tenure Documentation 

A government recognized security provider 
is present in 1,153 villages (89%).  

A government recognized security provider 
is not present in 141 villages (11%). 

Figure 80: The reported relationship between returning 
IDPs and host communities across villages. 
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953
Number of villages 

where there are systems 
to support returning 
IDPs replace or reis-
sue their documents

LEGAL ACCESS AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

  Political Participation 

  Justice Mechanisms  

The Kebele administration is the justice mecha-
nism most used by returning IDPs and host com-
munities in 676 villages (52%). The second most  
commonly used justice system is village court as re-
ported in 278 villages (21%). 

Among the main obstacles listed impeding returning 
IDPs from voting, the most prominent obstacles are  
a lack of knowledge on local affairs as found in 156 
villages and a lack of documentation in 88 villages. 

In 779 sites, returning IDPs did not report having sep-
arated family members. However, in 488 sites, less 
than 25% of returning IDPs reported having a sepa-
rated family member. 

There are various community, social and political 
organizations existing across the villages. The most 
common are religious groups which are present in 
902 villages. Village or Kebele Committee(s) can be 
found in 687 villages, while youth and/or women or-
ganizations can be found in 431 villages.  

In 1,162 villages, returning IDPs are actively partic-
ipating in these groups, but are not actively partici-
pating in 86 villages. 

Figure 82: Main obstacles foreseen for returning IDPs to 
participate in voting. 

Figure 81: Percentage of returning IDPs with a spearated 
family member by number of sites. 

Figure 83: Type of justice mechanism most prevalently 
used by returning IDPs and host communities. 

Voting 

Participation in Community, Social and 
Political Organizations 

Percentage of Returning IDPs With a  
Separated Family Member
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48

COVID-19 

In 724 villages, respondents mentioned that everyone 
was affected the same by COVID-19. However, in 391 
villages, daily laborers were said to be the most im-
pacted, followed by returning IDPs in 388 villages. 

In 506 villages (39%), people resorted reducing their 
meals, while in 504 villages (39%), people were bor-
rowing money from family and friends.  

There were no quarantine facilities in 660 villages, 
but in 41 of these 660 villages, self-quarantine is prac-
ticed. Quarantine facilities are available in 634 villag-
es, where 609 of them are off-site and 25 of them are 
on-site.   

COVID-19 has impacted the supply of various items. In 
1,152 villages (89%), IDPs mentioned that there was a 
shortage of hygiene products. In 1,012 villages (78%), 
there was a food shortage. 

Additionally, it was reported that the price of hygiene 
products has increased across 1,207 villages (93%) 
and the price of food has also increased across 1,143 
villages (88%).  

Figure 84: Population groups most impacted by COVID-19 
across villages.  

Figure 85: Coping mechanisms adopted by people living in 
villages hosting returning IDPs. 

Figure 86: Availability of quarantine facilities by sites. 

Figure 87: Shortage of items by number of sites. 

  Impact of COVID-19 on Villages Hosting Returning IDPs  

   Shortage of Items & Price Increases  

Most Impacted Population Groups 

Coping Mechanisms Used Due to COVID-19   Availability of Quarantine Facilities   

936
Number of villages 

where COVID-19 
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For datasets and more reports from DTM Ethiopia, visit our 
website using the following QR Code 



dtmethiopia@iom.int www.displacement.iom.int/ethiopia


