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Migrants adjust their routes according to opportunities and obstacles they encounter along 
their journey. Their intended transit and destination locations are often subject to change. This 
renders the systematic assessment of their mobility throughout the region complex. 
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METHODOLOGY 

1,855 migrants surveyed 

3.6% migrants had already 
participated in the survey 
before (66 migrants) 

Flow Monitoring Registry is conducted 6 days a week, 
while Flow Monitoring Survey is conducted once a 

week (on a different day every week)

4.6% of migrants did not 
give their consent to be  
interviewed (86 migrants)    

Data collection period:  
1 October — 31 December 2019 

5 Flow Monitoring Points  

Flow Monitoring 
Registry  

Flow Monitoring 
Survey

Flow Monitoring is one of the four components 
of IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), a 
system that tracks and monitors displacement 
and population mobility. Flow Monitoring gener-
ally relies on two tools, (i) Flow Monitoring Reg-
istry (FMR), which observes migration flows and  
produces quantitative, observational data based on 
groups arriving or departing together and (ii) Flow 
Monitoring Survey (FMS) which produces qualita-
tive data on intentions and profiles of individuals. 

Both exercises are conducted at  flow moni-
toring points (FMPs), which are often major 
transport hubs or key border crossings points 
of high mobility, identified through extensive 
consultation with key informants. These key  
informants are often government officials, local 
community leaders, and humanitarian partners 
who have widespread knowledge about pop-
ulation mobility in their respective locations. 

Data is collected on a daily basis during reg-
ular working hours at these points by trained

*Migrants who did not give their consent to be interviewed and migrants who have participated in the survey before were thanked and the 
interviews were discontinued. 

enumerators and supervised by designated field 
staff. It is important to note that this methodolo-
gy allows for regular information on trends along 
or within a specific network of points that track 
a particular migratory route in question.  How-
ever, the restricted geographic coverage, time  
constraint and self-reported nature of respons-
es all constitute limitations to the methodology, 
which does not provide representative data but 
rather an indication of trends. 

The findings in this report are reflective of data 
collected from 1 October to 31 December 2019. 
During this period, a total of 30,953 move-
ments were observed through Flow Monitoring  
Registry, and 1,855 migrants responded to the Flow 
Monitoring Survey. However, of the FMS sample, 
66 respondents had already participated in the  
survey before and 86 respondents did not consent 
to being interviewed, bringing the sample size to 
1,703 respondents. Children below the age of 
14 years old were not asked to participate in the  
survey. 
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Number of 
migrants 
surveyed 

On the other hand, Figure 2 shows the number 
of migrants surveyed each week across the 5 
FMPs throughout the reporting period. Note that 
changes in the number of surveyed migrants do 
not necessarily reflect broader migration trends. A 
high number of surveys were answered during the 

second to fourth week of October and during the
second week of November. There is a positive 
correlation between the number of flows cap-
tured through the Flow Monitoring Registry tool 
and the number of surveys answered through the 
Flow Monitoring Survey tool. 

Figure 1: Number of 
migrants surveyed at each 
flow monitoring point. 

Figure 2: Number of migrants surveyed each week from October to December 2019. 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 1.

1,075 males 628 females 
63% male 37% female 

SEX 

Sex of Migrants 

Marital Status of Migrants   

‘‘29.36% of migrants 
are males between 
the ages of 25 to 34 
years old.’’

Single Married Divorced Widowed 

57.3%   36% 5.3% 0.8% 0.7% 

Prefer Not 
to Say  

4

Sex and Age of Migrants 

1,703 
Migrants were surveyed at 5 Flow Monitoring 
Points across Ethiopia between 1 October to 
31 December 2019 
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Highest Level of Education of Migrants 

Main Profession/Occupation of Migrants 
Prior to Departure 

Employment Status Before Leaving 
Place of Residence 

Of the 157 migrants who revealed their main  
occupation prior to departure, a majority are  
unskilled manual labourers (74 individuals or 47%). 

The most common level of education report-
edly obtained by respondents was primary 
(44%). A sizeable portion of migrants (28.6%)  
received lower secondary education. Meanwhile, 
17% of migrants stated that they had not received 
any form of education. 

An estimated 44.5% of migrants are either employed 
or self-employed, while roughly 50.1% of migrants 
are unemployed. 

5

Nationality of 
Migrants* 

Australian 
Austrian
Djiboutian
Dutch
Eritrean
Ethiopian
German
Italian
Kenyan
Russian
Somalian
South African
South Sudanese
Sudanese 
Yemeni

Nationality

* Note that 
the nationality 
of migrants 
is based on 
self-reported 
information. 

Migrants 

 1 
 1 
 51 
 1
168 
 1,352 
 1 
 1 
 2 
 1 
  56 
 2 
 1 
 63 
 2 
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* Percentage is based on a total of 1,324 respondents who revealed both 
their country of departure and country of intended final destination. 

TRAVEL HISTORY 2.
Country of Departure 

Country of Intended Final Destination 

‘‘476 migrants (36%) intend 
to travel from Ethiopia to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.’’*

Of the 1,703 migrants who revealed their  
country of departure, a large majority of them 
left from Ethiopia (1,078 migrants or 63.3%). As 
many as 476 migrants (36%) intend to travel from  
Ethiopia to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

The second largest group consist 408 migrants (24%) 
who originally left Sudan and came to Ethiopia. Of 
that figure, 291 migrants (22%) who departed from  
Sudan indicated that Ethiopia was their intended 
final destination. 

The third largest country of departure is Djibouti 
where 76 migrants (4.5%) originated from, before 
arriving in Ethiopia. Of that number, 34 migrants  
(2.6%) cited Ethiopia as their intended final desti-
nation.  

6

Ethiopia 
63.3%

36.2%
27.4% 10.5%

24% 4.5%

1

1

3

3

2

2

Ethiopia 

Sudan Djibouti 

SudanKingdom of 
Saudi Arabia 
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‘‘63.4% (1,080 migrants) 
cite economic reasons 
as the main motivator 

for embarking on  
their journey.’’

Reasons for the Journey 

Reasons for the Journey by Destination

The reason behind the journey of most migrants is  
due to economic reasons (63.4% or 1,080 migrants),  
followed by wanting to rejoin family members (17.8% 
or 303 migrants) and attending family events (9.8% 
or 167 migrants).     

30.5% of migrants travel on the Eastern route for eco-
nomic reasons, and this is the overwhelming reason for 
embarking on this route. The main reason for taking the 
Horn of Africa route is to rejoin family as reported by 

17.1% of migrants. The main reason for taking the 
Northern route and other route is for economic 
reasons as shown by 9.5% of migrants and 5.9% 
of migrants respectively. 

7
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INTENTIONS3.
Reason for Choosing Destination Country  

8

Top 5 Modes of Transportation  

Bus Truck Foot 

77.4% 7.0% 6.9% 4.8% 1.6% 
Migrants Migrants Migrants Migrants Migrants

Other 
Modes

Private  
Vehicle

‘‘More migrants travel by 
bus as compared to  
any other mode of  

transportation.’’ 
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When asked about the reason behind the choice 
of destination country, an overwhelming majority 
of 884 migrants (81.5%) cited job opportunities as 
the main reason. This is followed by 306 migrants 
(17%) who mentioned that they are returning to 
their  home  countries. Meanwhile, 198 migrants  
(11%) are following their friends or family along

the journey while 153 migrants (8.5%) chose the 
destination country because their family is there. 
64 migrants (3.5%) cited ease of access to asylum  
procedures as the reason behind the choice of  
destination country and 48 migrants (2.7%) cited 
ease of access to humanitarian assistance.  

The top 7 intended final destinations for the 884 migrants who cited job opportunities as the main reason 
for choosing the destination country are as follows: 

The intended final destinations of migrants are further investigated for 3 specific reasons, namely  
travelling for job opportunities, ease of access to asylum procedures and ease of access to humanitarian  
assistance. 

*Note that the graphic above displays migrants whose intended final destination is not their country of birth. 

Job Opportunities 

Ethiopia Sudan LebanonKingdom of 
Saudi Arabia 

Germany Yemen

47
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Intended Final Destinations of Migrants Who Are Travelling By Specific Reasons 



FLOW MONITORING SURVEY REPORT, ETHIOPIA 
ROUND 1: OCTOBER — DECEMBER 2019 

   DTM Ethiopia 

The top 7 intended final destinations for the 64 migrants who cited ease of access to asylum  
procedures as the main reason for choosing the destination country are as follows: 

The top 6 intended final destinations for the 48 migrants who cited ease of access to humanitarian  
assistance as the main reason for choosing the destination country are as follows: 

Ease of Access to Asylum Procedures  

Ease of Access to Humanitarian Assistance 

Ethiopia 

Ethiopia 

Sudan

Sudan

United Arab 
Emirates 

Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia 

Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia 

Switzerland

Djibouti 
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United 
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Canada 

Israel 
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*Note that the graphic above displays migrants whose intended final destination is not their country of birth. 
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Many migrants (44% or 585 individuals) are unsure  
about whether or not to return home at the time of 
this survey. However, 25% of migrants (329 individ-
uals) stated that they would return home no mat-
ter how the political, economical or social situation 
evolves. 11% of migrants (151 individuals) said that 
they would not want to return home. 

Migrants who cited that they don’t know if they 
would be willing to return home. 

*The charts above indicate the top 5 to 6 intended final destinations of migrants based on their willingness to retun home and their reasons 
for travel.  

Number of migrants who cited that they would  
return as soon as conditions permit.

Number of migrants who cited that they would not 
want to retun home. 

Number of migrants who cited that they would  
return no matter what the situation is. 

Willingness to Return Home 

Intended Final Destination & Reason for Travel 
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NEEDS4.

18 migrants need information on return and repatriation assistance. 
All 18 migrants are Ethiopian and departed from Sudan. The region of  
origin is SNNPR for 8 migrants, Amhara for 6 migrants, Oromia for 3 
migrants and 1 migrant originated from Addis Ababa.  

95.4% of respondents (331 migrants) said that they have not 
been facing any specific difficulties, but 4.6% of respondents 
(16 migrants) said that they faced challenges. 

All 16 migrants self-report as Ethiopians by nationality, and 
departed from Sudan to return to Ethiopia through the Hu-
mera Flow Monitoring Point. 15 out of the 16 mirgants are 
female and all are between the ages of 20 to 25 years old. 12  
of the 16 migrants are not married, while the highest level 
of education is lower secondary. Moreover, these migrants 
were traveling on foot and initially fled due to conflict. 

‘‘Hunger, thirst, and  
issues with finances and 

documentation are some 
challenges faced 

by migrants.’’ 

12

Hunger/Thirst Financial 
Issues

Issues with  
Documentation 

Sickness

15 
migrants  16  

migrants  12 
migrants  3 

migrants  1  
migrant  
Lack of  

Information

Main Difficulties Faced by Migrants 

Information Needs

Number of Migrants Who Face Difficulties

18
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ANNEX E: Survey 
 

1 
 

 

 

Personal introduction: Hi my name is …………. And I work for the International Organization for Migration 

Introduction and purpose of the research. 

I would like to ask you if you agree to participate in a study on the profile and the needs of migrants along the main 
migrant routes in Africa.  The study is intended to collect information on the demographic and economic 
characteristics of migrants, their departure and destination countries, the reasons and expectations of their travels, 
and support they may need during their journeys. The results will be used to inform practitioners and program 
managers who are designing programs to assist migrants. The interview will last about 20 minutes. 

Participation in the Study 

Participant selection: Participant selection is random, meaning that there are no specific reasons why you have been 
identified, except for the scientific methodology of the study.  

Anonymity: Your information will be stored anonymously, and we will not ask any personal information like your name 
or address or contact number.  

Confidentiality: IOM commits to handling the data from your interview in accordance with its data protection 
principles and it may share the data only with third parties which have data protection policies or under a written 
agreement and only for analysis and reporting purposes. 

Voluntariness: Participation in this study is VOLUNTARY. It is your choice whether to participate or not. If you decide 
NOT to participate, this will not have any negative effect on you. We DO NOT keep records of those who refuse to 
participate. If after initial agreement you decide to withdraw from the interview, the interview will stop immediately.  

Benefits and Risks for Participants 

Benefits: participants will not receive any direct benefit for participating to the survey.  

Risks: some of the questions you will answer to may recall painful memories of past events, and so they may cause 
some stress or discomfort. Our enumerators are trained to deal with difficult topics and stories you may tell them. 

To be completed by the Participant:  

I have read the information about the study or it has been read to me. I consent voluntarily to be a participant in this 
study. 

Name and Signature of the Participant____________________________________________    

To be Completed by IOM Employee / Person Taking Consent 
I confirm that the participant was given an opportunity to ask questions about the study, and all the questions asked 
by the participant have been answered correctly and to the best of my ability. I confirm that the individual has not 
been coerced into giving consent, and the consent has been given freely and voluntarily.  

Name and SIGNATURE of the Person Taking Consent____________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

13

Annex: Flow Monitoring Survey Questionnaire
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ANNEX E: Survey 
 

2 
 

Date: ____________ Enumerator: ___________________________________Sex: M/F 
Country of survey: _____________________________ 
Flow monitoring Code: _______________________________ Interview N.: _____ 
Interviewee consent:   a. Yes     b. No 

  

1. Screening section 

Q1. Have you already participated in this survey?   a. yes, b. no  

Q1.1 If yes, specify in which country (Admin 0)                              ______________________ 

If Q1=a thank the respondent and end the survey 

2. Socio-demographic info 

Q2.1 Nationality (declared):       
Q2.2 Origin at birth  
Q2.2.1 Country (Admin 0) ____________,  
Q2.2.2 State/Region (Admin 1) _________,  
Q2.2.3 Province/District/ Department (Admin 2)       _______________________________ 
Q2.2.4 Ethnic group or language? Text _________________________________ 
Q2.3. Sex (single answer)       
a=Man  
b=Woman 
Q2.4. Age in completed years (must be at least 14 or above) ________ 
Q2.5 Marital status (single answer) 
a=Single  
b=Married  
c=Divorced  
d=Widow 
e= Prefers not to answer 
Q2.6. Highest Level of education (completed) (single answer) 
a. None  
b. Primary  
c. Lower Secondary  
d. Upper Secondary 
e. Tertiary (Bachelors/Masters)  
f. Postgraduate (PhD/PostDoc) 
g. Professional training (more than 1 year)  
h. Other (such as religious schools), specify______ 
Q2.7. What was your employment status before leaving your last place of residence? (single answer) 

a. Employed  
b. Self-Employed  
c. Unemployed and looking for a job 
d. Unemployed and not looking for a job 
e. Student  
f. Retired  
g. Prefers not to answer 
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Q2.8 If employed, what was your main (as the one that brings more money) profession/occupation prior 
to departing?  (single answer) 

a. Armed forces  
b. Managers, Professionals, and/or Business Owners  
c. Government Civil Servants and Administrators  
d. Education Professional  
e. Health Professional  
f. Arts, Sports and Entertainment Professionals  
g. Service and sales workers 
h. Agriculture, Fishery, and/or Forestry workers 
i. Skilled manual (craft, transport)  
j. Unskilled manual  
k. Other, specify: __________________________ 
Q2.9 Write the description of the occupation as reported (e.g. taxi driver, hotel manager, etc) 

Occupation: _______________________________________ 
 

3. Travel history 

Q3.1 Where did you depart from? location of departure (usual residence before departure, can be the 
country of origin-nationality or country where person stayed there 1 year or more)  
Q3.1.1 Country (Admin 0) ___________________  
Q3.1.2 State/Region (Admin 1) _________________ 
Q3.1.3 Location (city or town) ____________________ 

Q3.2 When did you leave (from the departure location reported in Q3.0) (single answer) 
a. Today or less than 2 weeks ago  
b. Between 2 weeks and 3 months  
c. Between 3 and 6 months  
d. More than 6 months ago  
e. Doesn’t know / Prefers not to answer 

Q3.3 Have you been forcibly displaced in your own country? (single answer) 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Doesn’t know / Prefers not to answer 

Q3.4 Have you already attempted to migrate and settle in a foreign country? (single answer) 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Doesn’t know/ Prefers not to answer 
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Q3.5 What is the main reason of your journey?  (single answer) 
a. Natural disasters (i.e. floods, drought, earthquake, etc) 
b. War/conflict  
c. Targeted violence or persecution  
d. Economic reasons  
e. Access to services 
f. Re-join family  
g. Attend family event (wedding, funeral, etc) 
h. Other 
If Q3.5 equal “d” go to Q3.6 
If Q3.5 equal “g” thank the respondent and end the questionnaire 
If Q3.5 equal “e” go directly to Q3.7 
If Q3.5 equal “a, b, c, f or h” go directly to Q3.8 
Q3.6 If you are travelling for economic reasons, what are these? (single answer) 
a. Business (market, sales/purchase)  
b. Commuting on a daily/weekly basis for work 
c. Agro-pastoral activity (transhumance, seasonal migration)  
d. Looking for job opportunities abroad  
e. Other, specify: ____ 

If Q3.6 = a or b, thank the respondent and end the questionnaire 
Q3.7 If you are travelling for access to services, what are these? (single answer) 
a. Access to food, water 
b. Access to basic services (primary education, primary health care) 
c. Access to humanitarian services  
d. Higher Education (high school and higher levels)  
e. Health (specialized medical care)  
f. Other services (specify)_________________________________________ 
Q3.8. Last place of transit 
Q3.8.1 N/A (I just started my journey) 
Q3.8.2 Country (Admin 0) ______________________________________  
Q3.8.3 Region/State (Admin 1) _________________________________ 
Q3.8.4 Province/District/ Department (Admin 2) ___________________ 
Q3.8.5 Location (city, town) ______________________ 
If Q3.8 =. Q3.8.1 then go directly to Q3.10 skipping Q3.9 
Q3.9. What is the main mean of transport you used from your last place of transit (Q3.8) to this location? 
(multiple answer) 
a. Private vehicle (car/taxi)  
b. Bus  
c. Truck  
d. Motorbike or three- four- wheel-scooter  
e. Bike  
f. Boat  
g. Air/plane  
h. Foot  
i. Animal  
l. Other, specify______________________________________ 
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Q3.10 who are you travelling with? (single answer) 
a. Alone 

b. With a group 
If Q3.10 = “a” then go directly to Q3.13 
Q3.11 is your family part of this group? (single answer) 

a=yes, if yes:    a.1 with children       a.2 with adults only 
b=no 

Q3.12 how many people are part of the group excluding yourself? 
#______ 

Q3.13 How did you pay for your travel? (multiple answers) 
a. My savings 
b. Family and friends in country of departure/origin  
c. Relatives friends abroad (other than departure/origin) 
d. My earnings during travel 
e. Prefers not to answer 
f. Other, specify____________________ 

 

4. Intentions 

Q4.1 Intended next destination at the time of the interview (single answer) 
a. Country of birth   
b. Country of departure 
c. Other Country (Admin 0) ______________________ 

  Q4.2 intended final destination at the time of the interview (single answer) 
a.  Country of birth   
b. Country of departure 
c. Other Country (Admin 0) ______________________ 

  Q4.3. Why did you specifically choose this destination country (Q4.2)? (multiple answers) 
a. Ease of access to asylum procedures  
b. Ease to access humanitarian assistance 
c. Appealing socio-economic conditions (i.e. education and welfare systems, social security) 
d. Job opportunities 
e. Family/relatives in the desired destination country 
f. Well established network of co-nationals  
g. The only available/feasible choice (i.e. policy, geographical constrains) 
h. Safety 
i. I followed my friends, family (travel in groups) 
j. Seasonal migration (transhumance / pastoralist) 
k. Seasonal migration (agriculture) 
l. Returning to my country 
m. I don’t know  
n. Prefers not to answer 
o. Other, specify 
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Q4.4 How long are you considering staying in the current country? (single answer) 
a. One day to one week  
b. One week to three months  
c. Three to 12 months  
d. More than one year  
e. I am not planning to leave, this is my country  
f. I don’t know  
g. Prefers not to answer 
Q4.5. do you want to return home? (single answer) 
a. Yes, no matter what the situation is 
b. Yes, as soon as conditions permit  
c. No, I don’t want  
d. No, I can’t go back home  
e. I don’t know  
f. Prefers not to answer 
If Q4.5 not equal a or b, then skip to Q5.1 
Q4.6 If yes, when? (single answer) 
a. Today or within this week  
b. Between one week and 3 months 
c. Between 3 and 12 months   
d. In one year or later  
e. I don’t know   
f. Prefers not to answer 

 

Only if a referral mechanism is in place proceed with Section 5, otherwise go directly to Section 6 

5. Assistance and information needs  

Q5.1. Have you been facing any specific difficulties / during this journey? (single answer) 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Prefers not to answer 

Only If Q5.1=” a” go to question Q5.2, otherwise skip directly to Q5.3 
Q5.2 What are the 3 main difficulties you are facing at the moment? (3 answers are possible)  
a. Hunger / thirst  
b. No shelter, nowhere to sleep  
c. Troubles at sea  
d. Attacks / assault 
e. Injuries 
f. Sickness  
g. Mental issues  
h. Deportation   
i. Arrest / detention by authorities 
j. Held against his/her will by non-government authorities  
k. Financial issues 
l. Lack of information  
m. Identity documents issues 
n. Prefers not to answer 
o. Other, specify 
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Q5.3 Do you need any specific information at the moment?  

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Prefers not to answer 

If Q5.3 = b or c, then go directly to Section 6  
Q5.4 If yes, what type of information do you mainly need? (Single answer) 

a. Information on return and repatriation assistance 
b. Information on medical services available 
c. Information on risks and dangers on the route I wish to take 
d. Legal information (Identity documents, juridical support) 
e. Information on job opportunities 
f. Practical information (accommodation, transport, reception and transit centres) 
g. Information on countries of destination (asylum procedures, regularization) 
h. Other, specify: ________________ 

 

6. Comments 

Comments: 
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CODING INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Screening Section 

This section is meant to avoid double profiling, hence migrants that have been already interviewed should be 
thanked and the interview be stopped.  

2. Socio-demographic info 

This section is meant to collect information on the demographic and socio-economic profile of the migrant 

Q2.1 Nationality (declared)    Write the nationality of the migrant. This information is reported by the migrant, 
not from checking his/her passport or travel documents or IDs.  

Q2.2 Origin at birth  Write in Q2.2.1 the Country of birth of the migrant, which can be different from the 
reported nationality in Q2.1 
Write in Q2.2.2 the Region/State within the Country indicated in Q2.2.1  
Write in Q2.2.3 Province/District/ Department within Q2.2.2 
Write in Q2.2.4 the Ethnic group or language in text 

Q2.3. Sex     Write the sex of the migrant.  
Q2.4. Age in completed years (must 
be more 14 or above) ________ 

Note that we cannot interview migrants who are younger than 14 years. Write the 
age of the migrant in completed years, i.e. if the person is 20.5 years write 20 as 
the person has not yet completed his/her 21st year. Also, be aware of age heaping 
or “the tendency of innumerate people to round their age to the nearest 5 or 10”. 
If you notice you have too many age ending with 5 and 0 try and ask for 
clarifications.  

Q2.5 Marital status.  Write if the migrant is married or single, divorced or widow. This information is 
reported by the migrant. 

Q2.6. Highest Level of education 
(completed)  

Write the highest level of education completed. EX: If somebody is attending 
primary school his/her completed level of education is NO EDUCATION. If 
somebody is attending university his/her highest level of education is high school.  
Professional schools only refer to courses of one year or more.  
Vocational trainings of few days/ weeks are not considered professional education.  

Q2.7. What was your employment 
status before leaving your last 
place of residence?  

Write the employment status of the migrant before he started his/her journey.  
Housewives and sick people are classified under “not working and not looking for a 
job”.  
Retired are elderly who are not working anymore (whatever their work was before 
they stopped) 

Q2.8 If employed, what was your 
main profession/occupation prior 
to departing?  (single answer) 

Select only one of the options among the answers and report the main job that 
the migrant was doing before departure. Main job is the one that used to bring 
more money to the migrant, not the preferred one, or the one that was taking 
more time.  
Government Civil Servants and Administrators includes public office employee, 
police officer, postal services, assistants, etc.  
Education Professional includes teaches, professors.  
Health Professional includes nurses, doctors, traditional healers, midwife, etc. 
Arts, Sports and Entertainment Professionals includes painters, athletes, actors, 
singers, dancers, etc 
Service and sales workers includes advertisers, waiters, guides, etc 
Agriculture, Fishery, and/or Forestry workers includes farmers, fisherman, cattle 
keepers, etc 
Skilled manual (craft, transport) includes plumbers, carpenters, blacksmiths, 
gardeners, beauticians, hairdresser, masons, cooks, machine operators, and 
assemblers 
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Unskilled manual includes cleaners, street vendors, etc. 
Q2.9 Write the description of the 
occupation as reported (e.g. taxi 
driver, hotel manager, etc.) 

Write the main job that the migrant was doing before departure. Main job is the 
one that used to bring more money to the migrant, not the preferred one, or the 
one that was taking more time. 

 

3. Travel history 

This section is meant to provide information on the travel, including the place of departure, the conditions 
before departure, and the main reason for the journey and the choice of the destination country. This section 
is also aimed at differentiating long term/long distance migrants from local or circular migrants.  

Q3.1 Where did you depart from?  Write the location of departure, which is understood as the usual residence 
before departure. It can be the country of origin-nationality or country 
where person stayed there 1 year or more. The country of departure does 
not need to be the same as the country of origin/nationality/birth 

Q3.2 When did you leave (from the 
departure location reported in Q3.0)  

Select only one of the options among the answers 

Q3.3 Have you been forcibly displaced 
in your own country? 

Write if the migrant was an IDP at any time in his/her country of 
departure/residence where he/she was living before starting the journey. 
This can be due to natural disaster or conflict. 

Q3.4 Have you already attempted to 
migrate and settle in a foreign country? 

Write if the migrant has left his/her country of origin/departure in the past, 
before this current journey, with the intention of staying OR 
Write if the migrant has left his/her country of origin /departure in the past 
and settled in a foreign country  

Q3.5. What is the main reason of your 
journey?  Single answer 

Write the main reason that pushed the migrant to leave his/her country of 
origin/departure 

Q3.6. If you are travelling for economic 
reasons, what are these? Single answer 

Only ask this question if one of the reasons for traveling is “economic 
reasons”. This question has the objective to identify short term migrants or 
local travellers and stop the interview. Short term local migrants are those 
who move daily or weekly for family or business reasons and will return to 
their homes within days 

If Q3.6 only = g, thank the respondent and end the questionnaire 
 
Q3.7. If you are travelling for access to 
services, what are these? (Single 
answer) 

Only ask this question if one of the reasons for traveling is “access to 
services”. Select only one of the options among the answers. 

If Q3.7 only = a or b, thank the respondent and end the questionnaire 

Q3.8. Last place of transit If the respondent has just started its journey, write N/A as he/she does not 
have a “last place of transit”. 
Write the place where the migrant stopped before reaching the current 
place, or the one where he/she is being interviewed going down to the 
lowest admin level known by the migrant. Include also the name of nearest 
location name (name of the city/town). 
 

If Q3.8.1=N/A, skip Q3.9 and go directly to Q3.10 
Q3.9. What is the main mean of 
transport you used from your last place 
of transit (Q3.8) to this location? 
(multiple answer) 

Write the transport mean(s) used by the traveller one the last leg of the 
journey, or the one that brought them to the current place i.e. the one they 
are being interviewed.  

Q3.10. who are you travelling with? Write if the migrant is travelling alone or with a group. This also applies to 
those who start their journey now  

If Q3.10 = a go to directly to Q3.13 skipping Q3.11 and Q3.12 
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Q3.11 is your family part of this group? Write if the migrant is travelling with his family or some members of the 

family 
Q3.12 how many people are part of the 
group? 

Write the number of people the migrant is traveling with, i.e. the number of 
people in the group of migrants the traveller is traveling with, excluding the 
respondent itself 

Q3.13 How did you pay for your travel? 
Multiple answers 

Write the source of the money the migrant used to pay for his/her journey. 
By “savings” we mean money saved before starting the journey, 
irrespectively of where the money come from (it could be from a job or any 
other source). Money given by the family, whether in country or abroad, are 
not considered savings.  

 

4. Intentions 

This section aims to gather information on the intention and plans of the migrant regarding the destination and 
the duration of the stay abroad, or the intention to return home. 

Q4.1 Intended next destination at the 
time of the interview 

Write the place where the migrant is travelling to today or in the next days. 
The next destination is not the final destination, but the next step of the 
journey (Admin? Or text? If text, a town?). if the migrant is on his way back 
home, write country of birth or country of departure, if the two are the 
same write country of birth 

Q4.2 intended final destination at the 
time of the interview  

Write the place where the migrants is travelling to, as final destination for 
his/her journey, i.e. the place where the migrant is planning to settle for 
more than 6 months. if the migrant is on his way back home, write country 
of birth or country of departure, if the two are the same write country of 
birth 

Q4.3. Why did you specifically choose 
this destination country (Q4.2)? 
multiple answer 

Write the reason(s) why the migrant chose the final destination reported 
in Q4.2 

Q4.4 How long are you considering 
staying in the current country?  

Write the number of days/weeks/months the migrant is planning to stay in 
the current country or the country where the interview is taking place.  

Q4.5. do you want to return home?  Write the intention of the migrant regarding returning home (which can be 
the place of departure or the place of birth) 

If Q4.5 not equal a or b, go to Q5.1 

Q4.6 If yes, when?  Write the approximate time when the migrant is planning to return home 
 

5. Assistance and information needs  

Q5.1. Have you been facing any specific 
difficulties / during this journey? 

Write if the migrant has encountered problems during his/her journey. Yes 
or no 

If Q5.1=a go directly to Q5.3 skipping Q5.2 
Q5.2. Only If 14.a = Yes, what are the 3 
main difficulties you are facing at the 
moment? 3 answers are possible in 
order of priority 

If the migrant has faced problems during the journey, list the main three  

Q5.3 Do you need any specific 
information at the moment?  

Write if the migrant needs any information (that he/she does not have) 

Q5.4 If yes, what type of information 
do you mainly need? Single answer 

If the migrant says that he/she needs info that cannot be obtained, what 
are the information needed 
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