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MIXED MIGRATION 
FLOWS TO EUROPE 

Between July and September 
2018, a total of 45,092 migrants 
and refugees arrived in Europe, 
14 per cent more than the 39,402 
registered in the second quarter 
and two and a half times the 
18,956 registered in the first three 
months of the year. More than a 
half (53%) of arrivals were regis-
tered as land and sea arrivals to 
Spain (24,361). Greece has re-
ceived the second largest case-
load of arrivals (14,226), three 
times more than 4,447 arrivals 
registered in Italy during this re-
porting period (July – September 
2018).  
Available data shows that an in-
crease is observed in arrivals to 
Spain, Malta, Cyprus and Bul-
garia, while Italy and Greece 
have seen a decrease in arrivals 
between the second and third 
quarter of the year. In Spain, au-
thorities registered 24,361 arri-
vals, double the 12,966 regis-
tered in the previous quarter. 
Maltese authorities registered 
537 migrants and refugees, 
more than double the 235 regis-
tered between April and June 
while and in Cyprus, arrivals in-
creased six times, from 61 re-
ported in the second quarter to 
431 registered between July and 
September. Further on, land arri-
vals to Bulgaria tripled in the 
third quarter of the year, from 
354 registered between April 
and June to 1,090 registered be-
tween July and September 2018. 
In contrast to that, arrivals in Italy 
halved between the two periods 
(10,281 in Q2 to 4,447 in Q3) 
while arrivals in Greece slightly 
decreased (15,556 in Q2 vs. 
14,226 in Q3).  
Overall arrivals in the third quar-
ter this year represent 5 per cent 

increase in comparison to the 
43,128 registered in the same 
period 2017 and are almost half 
the 81,534 reported in the same 
period in 2016 and just 1/9 of the 
382,621 registered between July 
and September 2015. 

Since the beginning of 2018, a 
total of 103,450 migrants and 
refugees were registered arriving 
in Europe through different land 
and sea routes. Some 40 per 
cent of the overall arrivals were 
registered in Spain where be-
tween January and September 
authorities reported arrival of a 
total of 42,311 migrants and ref-
ugees, predominantly from Sub-
Saharan Africa (30%), Morocco 
(23%) and Guinea Conakry 
(15%). Greece is second to follow 
with a total of 37,125 arrivals this 
year, exceeding at this point the 
35,052 arrivals registered in the 
whole of 2017 (23,333 at the end 
of Q3 2017). Similarly, as in pre-
vious years, migrants from the 
Syrian Arab Republic, Iraq and 

Arrivals to Europe per route* 

Comparison between Q1, Q2 and Q3 2018 

*Western Mediterranean – Spain
Central Mediterranean – Italy and Malta
Eastern Mediterranean – Cyprus, Bulgaria
and Greece

4,984
12,966

24,361
6,296

10,516

4,984

7,676

15,920

15,747

Jan-Mar Apr-Jun Jul-Sept
Western Med Central Med
Eastern Med
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Afghanistan1 are the most com-
mon nationalities declared by 
migrants registered in Greece 
(28%, 24% and 20% respec-
tively). Despite the observed in-
crease this year, overall arrivals in 
Greece at the end of the third 
quarter this year are only 1/5 of 
the 169,207 reported in the same 
period in 2016 and a small frac-
tion of 384,093 registered in the 
same period 2015. However, 
13,784 land arrivals from Turkey 
to Greece registered between 
January and September 2018, 
represent the highest number of 
land arrivals for the respective 
period but also when looking 
into the overall yearly land arri-
vals since 2015.  
Italian authorities registered arri-
val of 21,024 migrants and refu-

1 See here: Q2 Overview for 2017, Q2 Overview for 2016. 
2 The information on nationality breakdown provided in this report is based on the nationality breakdown declared by migrants as re-
ported by the Italian Ministry of Interior. 

gees this year, mainly from Tuni-
sia (21%), Eritrea2 (14%) and Su-
dan (8%). The structure of arri-
vals has changed in comparison 
to the same period last year 
when Nigeria (16%), Guinea Co-
nakry (10%), Bangladesh (10%) 
and Côte d'Ivoire (9%) were the 
most commonly reported origin 
countries (see here).). 
21,024 arrivals in Italy this year 
represent 80 per cent decrease 
compared to the 105,409 regis-
tered in the same period in 2017; 
84 per cent decreased to 132,043 
reported in 2016 and only 1/14 of 
the 302,171 registered in 2015. In 
Bulgaria, authorities registered 
1,679 irregular migrants, a 16 per 
cent decrease compared to the 
2,081 registered last year and 87 
per cent less than the 13,438 reg-
istered in 2016. Available data for 

Cyprus shows that 539 migrants 
and refugees arrived this year, 60 
per cent less than 819 reported in 
the same period last year and 
five times more than the 106 re-
ported in 2016. 
In contrast to that, authorities in 
Malta. Maltese authorities regis-
tered 772 new migrants and ref-
ugees this year, significantly 
higher than the 20 registered last 
year and the highest figure re-
ported since 2013 when 2,008 
migrants and refugees arrived. 

Intensified transit through the 
Western Balkans continued dur-
ing this reporting period when a 
total of 9,577 migrants and refu-
gees were registered in Albania 
(247), Montenegro (1,406) and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina (7,924) 
reaching a total of 20,852 since 

https://migration.iom.int/reports/europe-%E2%80%94-migration-flows-europe-quarterly-overview-september-2017?close=true
https://migration.iom.int/datasets/europe-%E2%80%94-mixed-migration-flows-europe-quarterly-overview-jan-sep-2016
https://migration.iom.int/reports/europe-%E2%80%94-migration-flows-europe-quarterly-overview-september-2017?close=true
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the beginning of the year. Over-
all registered irregular migrants 
in the region represent 13 times 
increase compared to the 1,521 
registered between January and 
September 2017. Majority of mi-
grants arrived from Pakistan, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, the Syr-
ian Arab Republic and Iraq.  
Estimated 69,393 migrants and 
refugees were registered resid-
ing in different reception facilities 
in Greece, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, 
Croatia, Slovenia, Hungary, Bul-
garia, Cyprus and Romania at 
the end of September 2018. This 
represents a slight (3%) increase 
compared to 67,289 reported at 
the end of the second quarter. In 
contrast to that, a snapshot of 
occupancy in the past two years, 
shows that this year there are 
slightly less migrants in the coun-
tries concerned. Some 70,372 
were residing in the reception 
centers in the region at the end 
of September 2017 and 73,286 
were reported at the end of Sep-
tember 2016. In addition to that, 
some 155,619 migrants and refu-
gees were registered residing in 
different reception facilities in It-
aly3. 
INTERNAL  
DISPLACEMENT IN 
UKRAINE 

At the end of September4 there 
were 1,519,234 internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) registered 
in Ukraine according to the Min-
istry of Social Policy of Ukraine 
(MoSP) in the Government Con-

3 Data as of 31 August 2018. 
4 Data as of 1 October 2018. According to the available sources, this data was the closest for this reporting period (1 – 30 September 
2018).
5 Data source: Turkish Directorate for Migration Management (DGMM), the main Government agency for all migration related issues. 
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trolled Areas (GCA), including re-
turnees and commuters due to 
the fact that entitlement to a 
pension for population residing 
in the Non-Government Con-
trolled Areas (NGCA) is linked to 
the IDP status. 
Number of IDPs at the end of 
September is slightly higher than 
the 1,515,128 registered at the 
end of the second quarter of 
2018. However, number of regis-
tered IDPs decreased by 5 per 
cent compared to September 
2017 when 1,592,982 IDPs were 
recorded and 10 per cent de-
crease compared to 1,701,571 
registered at the end of Septem-
ber 2016.  

MIGRANTS PRESENCE 
IN TURKEY 

At the end of September 2018, 
there were estimated 3,9 million 
foreign nationals present in Tur-
key seeking international protec-
tion5. Majority of them are Syri-
ans under temporary protection 
(3,567,658). The second largest 
group are 361,693 asylum seek-
ers and refugees from countries 
including Iraq, Afghanistan, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and So-
malia. Further on, according to 
DGMM 69,833 irregular migrants 
of different nationalities were ap-
prehended in Turkey at the end 
of the third quarter., 15 per cent 
increase from the 60,727 appre-
hended between April and June 
2018. Since the beginning of the 
year, authorities intercepted a 
total of 190,944 irregular mi-
grants of different nationalities. 
Majority of irregular migrants 
entered Turkey from the Syrian 
Arab Republic and Iraq and 
transited or resided in Turkey be-
fore attempting to cross the Ae-
gean Sea towards Greece. In ad-
dition to that, authorities ar-
rested 3,942 migrant smugglers.  
The Turkish Coast Guard (TCG) 
apprehended 6,976 irregular mi-
grants at sea and registered 37 
fatalities in the third quarter of 
2018. In the third quarter of the 
year, there has been a decrease 
of 881 apprehended persons on 
sea by TCG compared to previ-
ous reporting period (7,857 vs. 
6,976). 

IDP Caseload in Ukraine 

Second Quarter 

Data source: The Ministry of Social Policy of 

Ukraine 

Third Quarter 

Data source: The Ministry of Social Policy of 

Ukraine 
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July August September
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Arrivals to Europe – as of 30 September 
2018 

Sea arrivals 

Spain 37,391 

Greece 23,341 

Italy 21,024 

Malta 772 

Cyprus 539 

Land arrivals 

Greece 13,784 

Spain 4,920 

Bulgaria 1,679 

SPAIN 
Between January and September 
2018, authorities in Spain regis-
tered arrival of 42,311 migrants 
and refugees, two and a half 
more than the 16,677 registered 
in the same period last year. 88 
per cent of the registered mi-
grants and refugees arrived in 
Spain by using the sea routes 
(37,391) while and the remaining 
12 per cent reached the country 
did so by crossing the land bor-
der between Morocco and two 
Spanish enclaves, Ceuta and Me-
lilla (a total of 4,920). 
More than a half (57%) of all ar-
rivals in Spain were registered in 
the third quarter, a total of 
24,361. This is three times more 

than the 7,276 registered in the 
same period last year and almost 
ten times the 2,640 registered in 
between July and September 
2016.  
Further on, sea and land arrivals 
in Spain were increasing 
throughout the year. During this 
reporting period (Jul – Sept 2018) 
sea arrivals in Spain doubled 
when compared to the previous 
quarters – 24,361 versus 12,699 
registered in Q2 and quintupled 
compared to only 4,984 regis-
tered in Q1.  
In all three quarters of the year, 
migrants and refugees were pre-
dominantly using sea routes to 
reach the country. The propor-
tion of sea arrivals was gradually 
increasing from 67% in the first 
quarter, to 88% of the overall ar-
rivals in the second quarter to 
91% of the all registered arrivals 
between July and September 
(22,315 out of 24,361). 
Migrants and refugees who ar-
rived by sea or are rescued and 
brought to the mainland, are 
mainly disembarked in the east-
ern Andalusian coast around Al-
geciras, Almeria, Màlaga and 
Motril. Based on the available 
DTM flow monitoring data, 
around 50 per cent of arrivals in 
all three quarters were registered 
arriving there. In the third quar-
ter, almost a quarter of all sea ar-
rivals were registered in Algeci-
ras, followed by Almeria (18%), 
Motril (14%) and Màlaga (10%), 
while in the second and first 
quarter of the year, Almeria was 
the first entry point for migrants 
and refugees arriving by sea 
(20% of the sea arrivals in Q2 and 
25% in Q3 were registered 
there).  
The list of the top nationality 
groups registered in Spain re-
mained the same in all three 
quarters of the year, however, 
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with some significant propor-
tional changes. Sub-Saharan Na-
tionals comprise 43 per cent of 
the overall arrivals registered be-
tween July and September, fol-
lowed by those from Morocco 
(24%), Guinea Conakry (9%) and 
Mali (9%). Contrary to that, in the 
second and first quarter of the 
year, Guinea Conakry was the 
most commonly reported origin 
country declared by 22% and 
21% respectively, followed by 
Morocco (18%) and Mali (18%) 
while Sub-Saharan nationals 
comprised only 14 per cent of the 

6 Nationality breakdown of land arrivals to Greece is not available. 

arrivals registered in the second 
quarter.  

GREECE 

In the third quarter of 2018, Hel-
lenic Authorities reported arrival 
of 14,226 new migrants and ref-
ugees from Turkey. 69 per cent 
of migrants used the sea routes 
to reach Greece (9,827) and the 
remaining 31 per cent (4,339) 
crossed into the country by land 
from Edirne province in Turkey 
to the Evros region in Greece. 
The latter route is notably more 
popular this year when com-
pared to the previous years. 
Some 38% of the overall 37,125 

migrants and refugees who ar-
rived in Greece since the begin-
ning of 2018 up to the end of 

September, did so by crossing 
the land border between two 
countries. The 13,784 land arri-
vals reported this year is the 
highest number registered since 
2014.  
Almost half of the land arrivals 
were registered in the second 
quarter of the year when 7,240 
migrants and refugees arrived 
into the country using available 
land routes. Just in the second 
quarter of 2018, more migrants 
arrived in Greece by land than 
the yearly totals registered since 
2014. Although still above the av-
erage, in the third quarter num-
ber of land arrivals decreased to 
4,399, still comprising almost a 
third of the overall arrivals in that 
period (14,226). 
Profile of migrants who travel 
through the Eastern Mediterra-
nean route is more or less stabile 
since 2015. The population is 
mainly comprised of individuals 
from Middle East and South Asia. 
The Syrian Arab Republic, Iraq 
and Afghanistan are the main 
origin country comprising 72 per 
cent of the sea arrivals6 regis-
tered this year. 

ITALY 

During this reporting period (Jul 
– Sept 2018), Italian authorities
registered 4,447 new sea arrivals,
56 per cent less than the 10,281
registered in the previous quar-
ter and 30 per cent less than the
6,296 recorded between January
and March 2018.
Arrivals in the third quarter of the
year are the lowest recorded
since 2014. Between July and
September this year, authorities
in Italy registered five time less

Arrivals in Spain 2018 

Land and sea arrivals – Q1, Q2 and Q3 
comparison 

Main entry points (arrivals between Jan – 
Sept 2018) 

Land arrivals in Greece (Q2 – Q3 2018) 

Third quarter 

Data source: Hellenic Authorities 

Second quarter 

Data source: Hellenic Authorities 
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migrants and refugees than in 
2017 when 21,657 arrivals were 
reported. Further on, it is 13 
times less than the 61,821 re-
ported in Q3 2016, 14 times less 
than the 61,717 registered in Q3 
2016 and 17 times less than the 
74,912 recorded in Q3 2015. 
According to available infor-
mation, 21 per cent of migrants 
and refugees who arrived in Italy 
declared Tunisian nationality, fol-
lowed by those who declared Er-
itrean7 (14%) and Sudanese (8%) 
nationality. Sudan (8%), Pakistan 
(6%), Iraq (6%) and Nigeria (6%) 
are the remaining origin coun-
tries listed among the top six in 
the available cumulative nation-
ality breakdown. 

Looking at the absolute numbers 
on nationality breakdown of arri-
vals between the second and 
third quarter, an increase can be 
observed in the presence of Pa-
kistani nationals. Some 633 mi-
grants and refugees who arrived 
between July and September re-
ported Pakistani origin, close to 
the total of 720 reported in the 
first two quarters of the year. 

7 The information on nationality breakdown provided in this report is based on the nationality declared by migrants as reported by the 
Italian Ministry of Interior. 
8 Breakdown based on available information for 569 registered arrivals. Source: IOM estimates and Media. 

Further on, increase is arrivals of 
Algerian nationals is also ob-
served. During the third quarter 
406 migrants and refugees de-
clared Algerian nationality, close 
to 570 registered between Janu-
ary and June 2018. 

Different policies implemented 
by the EU countries and Italy to 
reduce irregular migration 
through the Central Mediterra-
nean route, specifically from 
Libya, affected the changes in 
the main departure countries for 

migrants who arrived in Italy. Ac-
cording to the data from DTM 
Flow Monitoring Registry, be-
tween July and September, the 
volume of migrants who re-
ported departing from Tunisia 
and Turkey surpassed the num-
ber of those who departed from 
Libya. However, the cumulative 
data since the beginning of 2018, 
still indicates Libya as the main 
entry point as 63 per cent of mi-
grants and refugees who were 
registered in Italy reported de-
parting from Libya, 21 per cent 
departed from Tunisia and 10 per 
cent from Turkey. 

OTHER FIRST ARRIVAL COUN-
TRIES – Malta, Cyprus and Bul-
garia 

Since 27 June when first arrivals 
in Malta were registered, a total 
of 772 migrants and refugees 
disembarked in the country. 69 
per cent of migrants and refu-
gees arrived during this report-
ing period, while only one land-
ing with 235 was reported previ-
ously. Majority of migrants and 
refugees declared Syrian nation-
ality. Some 60 per cent were 
adult male, 14 per cent adult fe-
male, 15 per cent were minors 
and 12 per cent are registered as 
unaccompanied minors8.  
Overall arrivals in 2018 are the 
highest recorded since 2013 
when a total of 2,008 migrants 
arrived. 
Between July and September 
2018, authorities in Cyprus regis-
tered arrival of 405 migrants and 
asylum seekers, seven times 
more than the 61 reported in the 

Nationality breakdown: Arrivals in Italy (Jan 
- September 2018) 

Tunisia 4,487 

Eritrea 3,047 

Sudan 1,595 

Pakistan 1,353 

Iraq 1,353 

Nigeria 1,248 

Côte d'Ivoire 1,047 

Algeria 976 

Mali 875 

Guinea 809 

Arrivals in Italy 2018 – main departure points 

Q3:July – September 2018 

January and September 2018 

3%4%

63%

21%

10%

Algeria Egypt
Greece Libya
Tunisia Turkey

7%
8%

23%

34%

28%

Algeria Greece Libya

Tunisia Turkey
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previous quarter and nine times 
more than the 47 registered be-
tween January and March 2018. 
Despite the increase observed 
between Q1, Q2 and Q3 this 
year, a total of 513 sea arrivals 
since January 2018 are 25 per 
cent lower than the 819 regis-
tered in the same period last 
year. Further on, arrivals in this 
reporting period (Jul – Sept) de-
creased by 26 per cent when 
compared to the 546 reported in 
the third quarter of 2017.  
According to the available na-
tionality breakdown, majority of 
migrants who arrived in Cyprus 
were Syrian nationals (see more 
here and here). 
By the end of September 2018, a 
total of 1,679 irregular migrants 
were registered in Bulgaria while 
attempting to enter, exit and re-
side in the country without valid 
documents. This represents a 20 
per cent decrease compared to 
the 2,087 registered at the end of 
September 2018.  
More than a half (54%) of the 
overall registered migrants were 
detected in the third quarter of 
2018, a total of 1,090, four times 
more than the 303 registered in 
the second quarter and 286 reg-
istered in the first quarter of the 
year. 
Similarly, as in the previous 
months and years, Afghanistan, 

the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Iraq are the most commonly re-
ported nationalities by the mi-
grants (see here and here). 

WESTERN BALKANS 

During this reporting period a 
total of 10,146 migrants and ref-
ugees were registered in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Albania and 
Montenegro, 15 times increase 
compared to the second quarter 
of the year when 8,798 arrived in 
the listed countries and four 
times the 2,469 registered be-
tween January and March this 
year. Further on, it is four times 
more than the overall yearly to-
tals recorded at the end of 2017 
(2,725).  

83 per cent of the migrants and 
refugees registered between July 
and September were intercepted 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina – a 
total of 8,493. This is 25 per cent 
increase compared to the 6,720 
registered in the second quarter 
of the year, and six times more 
than the 1,314 registered be-
tween January and March this 
year (surpassing the overall 

yearly total of 1,166 registered in 
2017).  

More than a third (35%) of mi-
grants and refugees who arrived 
in Bosnia this year were Pakistani 
nationals, followed by migrants 
from the Islamic Republic of Iran 
(15%), the Syrian Arab Republic 
(13%), Afghanistan (10%) and 
Iraq (9%). All listed nationalities 
have been the among the top 
five registered nationality groups 
since the beginning of 2018. 
However, the presence of Paki-

Arrivals in Bulgaria – Q1, Q2 and Q3 com-
parison 

Arrivals in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Albania, comparison Q1, Q2 and Q3 2018 

 Data source: National authorities, IOM. 

Summary figures 2018: Nationality break-
down of migrants registered in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

 Data source: DTM flow monitoring 
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https://migration.iom.int/reports/europe-%E2%80%94-mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-monthly-compilation-september-2017?close=true
https://migration.iom.int/reports/europe-%E2%80%94-mixed-migration-flows-europe-monthly-overview-march-2018?close=true
https://migration.iom.int/reports/europe-%E2%80%94-mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-monthly-compilation-september-2017?close=true
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stani and Iranian nationals in-
creased in the last two quarters 
of the year.  
In Q1 only 12 per cent of the reg-
istered population declared Pa-
kistani origin, and the presence 
tripled over the upcoming 
months reaching 35 per cent of 
the overall caseload. Only 4 per 
cent of arrivals between January 
and March this year were Iranian 
nationals and the figure in-
creased to 13 per cent at the end 
of Q2 and further on up to 19 per 
cent over the third quarter of the 
year. In contrast to that, pres-
ence of Syrian nationals de-
creased from 29 per cent in the 
Q1, to 15 per cent in Q2 and to 
10 per cent in the Q3.  

Available flow monitoring data 
compiled based on information 
received from the authorities and 

9 Data on outgoing flows is available only since mid-March 2018 when DTM started flow monitoring activities in the north of Albania. 

field colleagues, indicate a de-
crease in movements through 
Albania and Montenegro be-
tween the second and third 
quarter of 2018. In the third quar-
ter a total of 247 arrivals were re-
ported in Albania, almost half the 
474 reported in the previous 
quarter and three times less than 
the 759 registered between Jan-
uary and March 2018. However, 
the data on outgoing flows from 
Albania and Montenegro shows 
an increase. Some 464 irregular 
migrants were apprehended on 
exit from Albania in the second 
quarter and 23 per cent more at-
tempted to cross irregularly to 
Montenegro during this report-
ing period9.  
In Montenegro authorities regis-
tered 1,406 migrants and refu-
gees from Middle East and South 

Asia between July and Septem-
ber 2018, 12 per cent less than 
the 1,604 reported in the second 
quarter of the year and four 
times more than the 396 regis-
tered between January and 
March 2018. However, the total 
of 3,406 migrants and refugees 
who arrived in Montenegro since 
the beginning of the year repre-
sent fourfold increase compared 
to the 807 registered in the 
whole of 2017 and eight times 
the 502 recorded between Janu-
ary and September same year. 
Further on, it is ten times more 
than the overall 308 arrivals re-
ported in 2016 and 20 times the 
502 registered by the end of the 
third quarter of 2016. 
Migrants and refugees who ar-
rived in Montenegro are pre-
dominantly nationals of the Syr-
ian Arab Republic, Pakistan and 



Quarterly Regional Report for DTM Europe July – September 2018 

[ page 11 ] 

Algeria. In the first quarter of the 
year, Syrian (30%) and Algerian 
(25%) comprised more than half 
of the overall arrivals. In the up-
coming two quarter, Syrian na-
tionals remained the most com-
monly reported origin country 
(47% in Q2 and 43% in Q3) while 
Pakistani nationals took over the 
second place on the list, com-
prising 18 per cent of arrivals reg-
istered in the Q2 and 21 per cent 
of the arrivals in the third quarter 
of the year. 

MIGRANTS PRESENCE IN 
THE REGION  

At the end of the third quarter of 
2018, estimated 69,393 migrants 
and refugees were residing in 
different reception facilities in 
Greece, Cyprus, Bulgaria, the 
former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, 
Croatia, Hungary and Slovenia. 
This is a slight (3%) increase 
compared to the 67,289 re-
ported at the end of the second 
quarter and 1 per cent decrease 
compared to 70,372 reported at 
the end of September 2017. Fur-
ther on, it is 3 per cent less than 
the 73,286 reported at the end of 
September 2016.  
Increase in the presence of the 
migrants between the second 
and third quarter of the year can 
be explained by slight increase 
on a country level, more specifi-
cally in Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria 
and Romania. At the end of Sep-
tember there were 62,938 mi-
grants and refugees in the re-
ception centres on the islands 

10 More information about the trends over time, especially as an aftermath of implemented policies related to the stricter controls for 
irregular migration can be read in DTM Europe – Quarterly report, April – June 2018. 
11 Data on newly registered migrants in the reception centers in Serbia is used as a proxy estimation of the overall arrivals in the coun-
try. 

and Greek mainland, 2,209 more 
than the 60,729 reported at the 
end of June 2018. In Serbia; the 
occupancy of the reception cen-
tres increased from 3,193 re-
ported at the end of June to 
3,975 at the end of September 
2018. Occupancy of the centres 
in Bulgaria increased from 792 at 
the end of Q2 to 992 at the end 
of Q3, and in Romania 497 mi-
grants and refugees were resid-
ing in the reception centres, 
some 100 more than the 386 re-
ported at the end of June 2018. It 
is to be noted that these figures 
are just a snapshot of the mi-
grants´ presence at the end of 
each reporting period. Apart 
from Greece, where migrants 
might stay in the reception facili-
ties for a longer period, in other 
countries figures on occupancy 
fluctuate on a daily basis as ma-
jority of residents see these 
countries as transit stops on their 
way to the Western Europe and 
therefore leave the premises of 
reception facilities within few 
days10. 

TRANSIT COUNTRIES 

Increased transit of migrants and 
refugees from Middle East and 
South Asia, is observed also in 
other countries in the South-
Eastern Europe. In the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia and 
Romania, there were more arri-
vals in the third quarter of the 
year than in the previous quarter, 
while the downward trend con-
tinued for Hungary. However, 

when comparing with the previ-
ous year, Romania and Hungary 
have seen a decrease in arrivals 
while the remaining countries 
registered the increase. 
In the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, authorities regis-
tered 1,310 irregular entries (63% 
increase compared to 800 in Q2) 
giving the total of 2,846 since the 
beginning of the year – five times 
more than 547 reported be-
tween January and September 
2018.  
As in the previous reporting pe-
riod, Iranian nationals are the 
most commonly reported na-
tionality by migrants registered 
in the country – more than a half 
of the overall registered migrants 
were nationals of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, followed by those 
from Afghanistan (11%), Pakistan 
(10%), Iraq (6%) and Libya (5%). 
In Serbia, 2,768 migrants and 
refugees were registered in the 
reception facilities across the 
country11, 43 percent more than 
the 1,935 registered in the previ-
ous quarter. Between January 
and September 2018, a total of 
5,593 arrivals were reported in 
Serbia, 52 per cent more than 
the 3,668 registered in the same 
period 2017. Afghanistan is the 
most commonly reported origin 
country (32%), followed by the 
Islamic Republic of Iran (29%), 
Pakistan (21%), Iraq (7%) and 
Bangladesh (5%). 

During the third quarter of the 
year (July – September 2018) au-
thorities in Slovenia registered 
3,021 irregular entries into the 
country, a 15 per cent increase 

https://migration.iom.int/reports/dtm-europe-quarterly-overview-april-june-2018?close=true
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compared to 2,614 registered in 
the second quarter of the year 
and almost double the 1,927 reg-
istered in the whole of 2017.  
Profile of migrants registered be-
tween July and September corre-
sponds with the nationality 
breakdown of the overall arrivals 
this year. Pakistan is the most 
commonly reported origin coun-
try declared by 23% of the mi-
grants and refugees, followed by 
those from Afghanistan (10%), 
Algeria (11%) and the Syrian Arab 
Republic (8%). 
Between July and September 
2018, authorities in Croatia regis-
tered a total of 1,941 irregular en-
tries, 61 per cent increase com-
pared to 1,205 registered in the 
previous quarter and 44 per cent 
increase compared to 1,347 reg-
istered in the first quarter of the 
year. Since the beginning of the 
year up to the end of September 
authorities recorded 4,493 irreg-
ular entries to the country, al-
most three times more than the 
1,847 reported in the same pe-
riod last year and two times the 
2,479 registered in the whole of 
2017. 
Since the beginning of the year, 
Afghan nationals are the most 
commonly declared nationality 

by migrants apprehended com-
prising some 20 per cent of the 
overall arrivals this year. How-
ever, the presence of Afghan na-
tionals between the three quar-
ters changed. Almost third of all 
migrants registered in the first 
quarter were of Afghan origin. 
This decreased to only 15 per 
cent in the Q2 and slightly in-
creased to 17 per cent during the 
Q3 quarter. The change is mainly 
related to the increased pres-
ence of Pakistani and Iranian na-
tionals. In the first quarter only 5 
per cent of migrants declared 
Iranian origin and in the Q2 it in-
creased to 11% and further in the 
year to 13 per cent of the irregu-
lar entries registered in the third 
quarter. Pakistani nationals com-
prised 9 per cent of registered 
migrants in the first quarter, 6 
per cent in the second quarter 
and 14 per cent in the third quar-
ter of the year. 
Romanian authorities reported 
arrival of 644 new migrants and 
refugees since the beginning of 
the year. 43 per cent of the arri-
vals, a total of 277, were regis-
tered in the third quarter of the 
year which is a 19 per cent in-
crease compared to the previous 

quarter. Despite the slight in-
crease between two quarters this 
year, overall arrivals this year are 
only one third of the 2,133 re-
ported between January and 
September 2017. Further on, ar-
rivals in the third quarter of 2018 
are only a quarter of the 1,174 
registered between July and 
September 2017. 
During this reporting period, a 
total of 115 irregular migrants 
were registered in Hungary, 
slightly less than the 160 reported 
in the previous quarter and 
seven times less than the 780 re-
ported in the same period last 
year. Since the beginning of the 
year a total of 376 irregular en-
tries were recorded in Hungary, 
four times less than the 1,324 be-
tween January and September 
2017. Further on, it is only a frac-
tion of the 18,601 reported in the 
same period 2016 and far from 
the 390,864 recorded in 2016. 

Arrivals in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Hungary, Croatia, Slovenia and Romania – Q1, Q2 and Q3 2018 comparison 
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MIGRANTS PRESENCE 
MONITORING IN TURKEY 
According to available data from 
the Turkish Directorate General 
for Migration Management 
(DGMM) some 3,9 million for-
eign nationals were present in 
Turkish territory seeking interna-
tional protection. 91 per cent of 
individuals are registered as Syr-
ian nationals with granted tem-
porary protection a total of 
3,567,658, some 5,135 more than 
the 3,562,523 reported at the 
end of the second quarter of 
2018 and some 359,527 more 
than the 3,208,131 reported at 
the end of September 2017. The 
remaining 361,693 individuals 
who were residing in Turkey at 
the end of September this year 
are asylum seekers and refugees 
from countries including Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and Somalia. This repre-
sents a slight decrease (1,250 
persons) compared to 362,943 
reported at the end of June 2018 
and 37,578 more than the 
324,115 reported at the end of 
September 2017.  
Available data from the Disaster 
and Emergency Management 
Presidency (AFAD), there are 14 
Temporary Accommodation 
Centres for persons under tem-
porary protection (Syrian nation-
als mainly) located in eight cities 
in Turkey – Sanliurfa, Gaziantep, 
Kilis, Kahramanmaras, Hatay, 
Adana, Osmaniye and Malatya. 
A total population of 180,869 in-
dividuals were residing in the 
centres at the end of the third 
quarter of 2018, an 18 per cent 
decrease from 219,721 reported 
at the end of June 2018. In both 
periods, more than 95 per cent 
of persons under temporary pro-
tection were residing in urban ar-
eas, outside of the Temporary 
Accommodation Centres.  

Compilation of data from daily 
reports of the Turkish Coast 
Guard (TCG), there were 6,979 ir-
regular migrants apprehended 
at the sea during the third quar-
ter of the year with reported 37 
fatalities. Overall number of ap-
prehensions decreased by 11 per 
cent when compared to 7,858 
reported in the second quarter 
of the year. Further on it is a 44 
per cent increase compared to 
the 4,852 reported between Jan-
uary and March this year and 11 
per cent decrease compared to 
7,819 registered in the third 
quarter of 2017. Turkish Armed 
Forces (TAF) reported that some 
64,038 persons were appre-
hended trying to enter Turkey ir-
regularly while 16,616 were ap-
prehended while trying to exit 
the country using different land 
borders (with Greece, Iraq, Syrian 
Arab Republic and Georgia). To-
tal number of interceptions on 
entry during this period is slightly 
lower than the 64,264 registered 
in the previous quarter and close 
to half of the 121,764 registered 
in the third quarter of 2017.  
87 per cent of migrants appre-
hended on entry were detected 
between Turkish and Syrian bor-
der. This is 7 percentage points 
less than in the previous quarter 
(94%), in favour of the increase 
of apprehensions on the border 
with the Islamic Republic of Iran 
(2 per cent in Q2 2018 vs. 6 per 
cent in Q3 2018). In terms of the 
apprehensions on exit, vast ma-
jority (92%) of migrants were ap-
prehended on exit from Turkey 
to Greece, similarly as in previous 
periods (94% in Q2 and slightly 
more than 82% in Q3 2017). 
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12 National Monitoring System Report on the Situation of Internally Displaced Persons, IOM Ukraine, June 2018 
13 Social and Demographics Characteristics of Households of Ukraine. Statistical Bulletin. State Statistics Service of Ukraine. – K. 2017. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Distribution of the permanent population of Ukraine by gender and age as of 1 January 2018. Express Issue 21.06.2018. State Statis-
tics Service of Ukraine – K, 2018. 

NEEDS MONITORING – 
UKRAINE 
 
According to the official infor-
mation from the Ministry of So-
cial Policy of Ukraine (MoSP) by 
the end of the third quarter of 
the year a total of 1,519,234 IDPs 
were registered in Ukraine; some 
10,000 more than at the end of 
the previous quarter when 
1,509,340 were reported. The 
number of IDPs in the Govern-
ment Controlled Areas (GCA) in-
creased by 2 per cent from 
1,492,100 reported beginning of 
January 2018. However, the 
number of IDPs registered at the 
end of this reporting period is 
the highest recorded since the 
beginning of the year. Number 
of IDPs changed over the year 
between. Between the first and 
the second quarter number of 
IDPs increased by 490. In the pe-
riod between April and the end 
of June 22,538 more IDPs were 
registered and the pace slowed 
down again in the third quarter 
when 4,109 new IDPs were regis-
tered. 
The main limitation of the official 
data provided by the MoSP 
stems from the fact that it in-
cludes returnees and commut-
ers, as receiving pensions for 
population residing in Non-Gov-
ernment Controlled Areas 
(NGCA) is linked to the IDP reg-
istration. Based on the survey 
conducted with more than 7,600. 
IDPs12 the average household 
size was identified as 2.62 per-
sons, which is slightly higher than 

the average of the total popula-
tion of Ukraine (2.58), according 
to 2017 data13.21 per cent of sur-
veyed IDP households consist of 
one person, which is the same as 
among the total population of 
Ukraine (20%)14. Households 
with children made up 46 per 
cent of all surveyed households; 
slightly higher than the average 
Ukrainian household (38%). 
Women represented 57 per cent 
of surveyed IDP household 
members, which is slightly higher 
than the proportion of women in 
an average Ukrainian household 
(54% as of 1 January 2018)15. 
Among these, 19 were women 
aged over 60 years, slightly 
higher than the share of IDP men 
of the same age (15%). It is the 
case of Ukraine in general, as of 
January 2018, the share of 
women aged over 60 ears 
amounted to 27 per cent while 
the share of men of the same 
age was 18 per cent. The larger 
share of women among IDPs was 
observed in all age groups 18 
years and older and was con-
sistent with the result of previous 
NMS rounds. 

Gender and age distribution of IDP 
household members, % 

Data source: National Monitoring System 

Report, IOM Ukraine, June 2018 

http://www.iom.org.ua/sites/default/files/nms_round_10_eng_press.pdf
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DTM Europe team will continue 
monitoring the mixed migration 
flows across the Mediterranean 
and the developments in the 
transit countries located in the 
South-Eastern Europe. Further 
on, a new round of the assess-
ment on the situation of the in-
ternally displaced persons is ex-
pected to be released in Novem-
ber 2018. 
Currently available data may in-
dicate that the pace of arrivals in 
Europe outlined in this report will 
continue throughout the last 
quarter of the year. Potential 
changes might be induced also 
with the weather changes ex-
pected in the upcoming months. 
This might also lead to the lower 
dynamic in transit over the West-
ern Balkans  
In order to complete the assess-
ment of the profile of migrants 
arriving through Central, West-
ern and Eastern Mediterranean 
route, DTM Mediterranean will 
start the Flow Monitoring Sur-
veys in three locations in Greece 
– on Lesvos island, in the North 
Western part of the country 
(border areas with Albania) and 
in Evros region in Greece near 
the border with Turkey. This will 
provide more qualitative and 
quantitative information about 
the migration flows to Greece, 
currently the second most active 
route in the Mediterranean.  
. 



 

 

 

IOM Assisting migrants in an unofficial 
site near Velika Kladuša and Trnovo, 
2IOM/2018 
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