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This summary presents the findings of the first round of Area Assessment (Mobility 
Tracking) undertaken by IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix to establish a new baseline on 
the number of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), IDP returnees and migrants in Yemen. 
Findings are currently limited to the country’s south controlled by the internationally 
recognized government (IRG). 

Data was collected by 153 enumerators through an extensive network of Key Informants 
(KIs) within the operational area. In the Yemen context, the practice for field teams is to 
select KI representatives of both the host and target communities while adhering to the 
humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and operational independence. 
This ensures that the selected KIs are the most relevant and appropriate individuals 
to ensure the successful implementation of the exercise. This round 3,633 KIs were 
interviewed to collect the data, of whom seven per cent or 270 were female and 93 per 
cent or 3,363 were male.

Among the main outputs of the Sub-Area Assessment, is a list of locations where IDPs, 
returnees and / or migrants are present that can be used to inform more detailed 
assessments at the location level, including the annual Multi-Cluster Location Assessment

(MCLA). DTM field staff, along with KIs, use the Sub-Area Assessment tool to capture 

locations, which are matched to the identified locations in the OCHA Common 
Operational Dataset (P-Codes).

Using a standardized and structured approach to the selection of KIs is a key step to 
ensuring that data collected in the Sub-Area Assessment is comprehensive and comparable 
across the different teams.

The Sub-Area Assessment tool is used to verify and update the baseline information 
in regular intervals (rounds). Deployed DTM staff, called enumerators, are in regular 
communication with their KI network throughout each month and work continuously 
to maintain and expand this network to further triangulate the displacement statistics 
collected. The forms and definitions used can be accessed here.

Please note that findings represent the results of a pilot round in this new format. 
The number of migrants indicated in this report represents a snapshot in time for a 
transient population located in areas data collection teams could access. Findings for Aden 
Governorate are not supported by Yemen’s Central Statistical Organization (CSO) and 
the Executive Unit for IDP Camps Management (ExU) for this round but will be further 
verified in the subsequent round of the Area Assessment in 2023. The ExU maintains that 
the current number of IDPs living in Aden stands at 145,857 individuals.

Person or groups of persons who have been 
forced to flee or to leave their homes or 
places of habitual residence, due to conflict or 
natural disasters, and who have not crossed an 
internationally recognized State border.

Person or groups of persons who were 
previously forced to leave their normal place 
of residence within Yemen, due to conflict or 
natural disaster, but who have since returned to 
their location of habitual residence.

For the purposes of this exercise, a migrant 
is defined as a third country national who has 
crossed an internationally recognized state 
border into Yemen on a voluntary basis for 
reasons other than fear of persecution in the 
country of origin.

Period:   October to November 2022

Coverage:           12 Governorates             118 Districts            394 Sub-Districts        3,371 Locations 

Individuals: 1,240,944 Individuals: 28,916

IDPs IDP Returnees Migrants

Click to access the IDPs dataset Click to access the returnees dataset Click to access the migrants dataset

Number of Enumerators

32
Female

121
Male

Number of Key Informants

270
Female

3,363
Male
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Individuals: 2,302,346*

https://displacement.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1461/files/maps/20220926_MT_B2F_Paper%20Form_v20_En.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/datasets/yemen-area-assessment-round-38idps-dataset-oct-nov-2022
https://displacement.iom.int/datasets/yemen-area-assessment-round-38returnees-dataset-oct-nov-2022
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https://displacement.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1461/files/maps/20221207_AA_Coverage%20Map%20by%20Distrcit_V2.pdf
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Click to access full-size map

IDP Returnee Individuals Map 
Click to access full-size map

Migrant Individuals Map 
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IOM DTM YEMEN:
Mobility Tracking Round 38: October to November 2022 Initial data release

*

* Findings for Aden Governorate are not supported by Yemen’s Central Statistical Organization (CSO) and the Executive Unit for IDP Camps Management (ExU) for this round but will be further verified in the subsequent round of the Area 
Assessment in 2023. The ExU maintains that the current number of IDPs living in Aden stands at 145,857 individuals.
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