
NATIONAL DISPLACEMENT PROFILE 
IRAQ

DATA FOR ACTION: PROGRESS INITIATIVE

PROGRESS INITIATIVE: NATIONAL DISPLACEMENT PROFILE - IRAQ https://dtm.iom.int/progress

AL-ANBAR

NINEWA

AL-NAJAF

AL-MUTHANNA

ERBIL

DIYALA

WASSIT

MAYSAN

SALAH AL-DIN

AL-BASRAH

THI QAR

KIRKUK

BABIL

AL-SULAYMANIYAH

DUHOK

KERBALA

AL-QADISSIYA

BAGHDAD

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)

AZERBAIJAN

JORDAN

GEORGIA

SYRIAN
 ARAB REPUBLIC

ISRAEL

ARMENIA

KUWAIT

KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

TÜRKIYE

OVERVIEW 

OVERVIEW OF THE NUMBER OF IDPS AND IDP RETURNEES 

As of December 2023, there were 1,123,663 IDPs in Iraq, 98 per cent of whom 
were experiencing protracted displacement, having lived in displacement for at 
least five years. Almost a third (32%) of people living in displacement at the end 
of 2023 had been displaced in August 2014 alone. There were an additional 
4,863,072 returnees recorded in Iraq as of December 2023. Data are available on 
IDP returnees (IDPs in locations of return) and IDPs in locations of displacement. 
Based on findings from the Progress Toward Durable Solutions Household Surveys, 
30,747 IDPs have expressed an intention to locally integrate. The intentions of IDP 
households to resettle elsewhere vary by location of displacement; however, only a 
small portion of households prefer this solution (3% in Salah al Din, 1% in Ninewa). 
Significant shares of both IDPs and returnees are living in severe conditions. These 
complex dynamics – prolonged displacement, stagnating returns and severe 
living conditions – warrant focus. Presently, data on IDPs who have overcome 
their displacement related vulnerability are available in Ninewa and Salah al Din 
governorates.
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DATA SOURCE: Iraq - Cross-Cutting Needs Assessment 
(CCNA) (December 2023), REACH

Please note the demographic breakdowns are based on 
REACH data using population figures from DTM-IOM 
(March 2023) and the CCCM Masterlist ( June 2023) by 
district and population group. 
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Disclaimer: Please note that the figures in this map only include data from IDP and Returnee 131 Master List - ( January 2024).

This map is for illustration purposes only. Names and boundaries on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IOM. 
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DATA FOR SOLUTIONS TO INTERNAL 
DISPLACEMENT1 

1The breakdown of displaced population sub-categories is provided in line 
with the International Recommendations on IDP Statistics (IRIS) and the 
Proposal for Improving Data for Solutions to Internal Displacement re-
leased by the Data for Solutions to Internal Displacement (DSID) working 
group under the Office of the Special Adviser on Solutions to Internal 
Displacement.

DATA SOURCE: DTM Iraq — Mobility Tracking IDP and Returnee Masterlists 112 to 131 ( January 2018 - September 2023). Please 
note that Q1-2023 data are not available

4.9m
TOTAL NUMBER OF IDPs IN LOCATIONS 
OF RETURN AT THE END OF 2023

idps in locations of solutions

NA
TOTAL NUMBER OF IDPs IN OTHER SETTLEMENT 
LOCATIONS AT THE END OF 2023

NA
TOTAL NUMBER OF IDPs IN LOCATIONS OF 
LOCAL INTEGRATION AT THE END OF 2023

https://dtm.iom.int/progress
https://iraqdtm.iom.int/Dashboard#Returns
https://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Displacement
https://iraqdtm.iom.int/ProgressTowardsSolutions
https://iraqdtm.iom.int/files/HHReintegration/2023829725433_Progress%20Towards%20Durable%20Solutions%20-%20Ninewa%20Report.pdf
https://iraqdtm.iom.int/files/HHReintegration/202312262832369_ProgressTowardDurableSolutions_Salah_Al_Din_Report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-cross-cutting-needs-assessment-ccna-key-multi-sectoral-findings-january-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-cross-cutting-needs-assessment-ccna-key-multi-sectoral-findings-january-2024
https://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Displacement
https://egrisstats.org/recommendations/international-recommendations-on-idp-statistics-iris/
https://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Datasets


CONTACT: dsidcoordination@iom.int

SELECTION OF SOLUTIONS LOCATION
The Integrated Location Assessment carried out between April and 
June 2022 found that IDPs often choose not to return to their 
original locations due to lack of housing, livelihoods opportunities, 
safety concerns and no financial means to return. Displaced 
people prioritized locations where they could access shelter 
and job opportunities over their places of origin, while weighing 
security situations in their decisions as well. Even when desiring 
to return, financial limitations may prevent IDPs from doing so. In 
other words, IDPs retain a connection to their location of origin 
despite their protracted displacement. Sustainable returns require 
financial support, housing and assurance of safety, despite ongoing 
displacement challenges.

OBSTACLES TO THE MOVEMENT TOWARDS 
PREFERRED DURABLE SOLUTIONS

Ninewa Governorate hosts the largest returnee population 
and the second largest IDP population in Iraq. A comparison of 
living conditions among IDPs, returnees and stayees in Ninewa 
Governorate, as of August 2023, highlights that while most returnee 
households prefer staying in their current location, only 58 per cent 
of IDP households share this preference, with a third preferring 

to return. Key reasons for IDPs not returning include housing 
destruction (70%) and lack of livelihood opportunities (65%).

Findings from a household survey assessing progress toward durable 
solutions in Salah al Din Governorate showed similar findings: only a 
small percentage of IDP and returnee households have successfully 
addressed displacement-related vulnerabilities, with returnees 
showing more progress than IDPs. The greatest divergences are 
observed in housing conditions and insecure tenure agreements. 
IDPs in Salah al Din also have a lower standard of living compared 
to both returnees and stayees. 

Despite these challenges, the majority of households across all 
categories prefer to remain in their current locations, including 78 
per cent  of IDPs and 95 per cent of returnees in Salah al Din 
Governorate. Difficulties faced by IDPs and returnees often vary 
by geographical area. In Salah al Din, IDPs encounter significant 
challenges in specific areas like Markaz Samarra and Markaz Tikrit, 
while returnees face difficulties in places such as Markaz Al Shirqat, 
Al Moatassem and Yathreb. In Ninewa Governorate, IDPs and 
returnees in Western Ninewa tend to face more obstacles in 
achieving durable solutions compared to those in the North-East, 
near the Erbil Governorate border, where living conditions are 
more comparable to stayees.

IRAQ AREAS OF ORIGIN AND DISPLACEMENT

GOVERNORATES OF ORIGIN AND DISPLACEMENT FOR IDPs DISPLACED BY CONFLICT 
(1.12M IDPs | IDP 131 MASTER LIST - JANUARY 2024)

Disclaimer: Please note that areas of origin and displacement data are collected based on the answer given by the largest group of IDPs in 
that location. The largest group of IDPs does not always represent the majority of IDPs in that location as site composition can be varied. 

AREAS OF DISPLACEMENT

GOVERNORATES OF ORIGIN AND DISPLACEMENT FOR IDPS DISPLACED BY CLIMATE-INDUCED FACTORS 
(135,498 IDPs | CLIMATE INDUCED DISPLACEMENT - CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN IRAQ - DECEMBER 2023)
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