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East & the Horn of Africa 
 
Mixed Migration 
Flow Monitoring  
 

Reporting Period  
August 2018 

 
Active Flow Monitoring Network 
Djibouti            10 FMPs 
Ethiopia             9 FMPs 
Somalia            12 FMPs 
South Sudan     3 FMPs 
Uganda     4 FMPs 
 
A network of 38 Flow Monitoring Points 
(FMPs) is currently operational in five 
countries.  
 
Flow monitoring was conducted through 
10 points in Djibouti, and Flow Monitoring 
Surveys (FMS) were launched in 6 select 
locations in the country: 3 in Ali Sabieh, 1 
in Obock and 2 in Tadjourah Regions.  
 
In Ethiopia, flow monitoring data collec-
tion for both registry and survey contin-
ued through 9 FMPs at various official 
and unofficial border crossing points 
around the country. Somalia also contin-
ued, flow monitoring activities through 
FMPs in 12 locations, in addition to FMS 
data collection. Greater methodological 
flexibility was incorporated in the FM 
methodology to ensure the maximum 
capture of flows in and around the flow 
monitoring points to cater to the fluidity 
of the flows.  
 
In South Sudan, flow monitoring activities 
were carried out at 3 FMPs in Wau Town 
(2 FMPs), Abyei (1 FMP). Displacement 
site flow monitoring was carried out at 7 
entry and exit points to track movements 
in and out Protection of Civilian (PoC) 
sites and collective sites in Malakal and 
Wau. The DTM South Sudan team con-

tinues to implement the global flow mon-
itoring methodology in Wau using cus-
tomized tools to capture mobility trends 
and drivers at the PoC and collective 
sites.  
 
Flow monitoring in Uganda continued 
through the 4 FMPs located along the 
border with South Sudan in July, in close 
coordination with the DTM South Sudan 
team. Operations in Uganda will be ex-
panded in the coming month as addi-
tional points are established along the 
border with Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 
 
The DTM team in Burundi carried out lo-
cation assessments in areas of high mo-
bility along the border with the United 
Republic of Tanzania in August. Flow 
monitoring activities will be launched in 
the region in the coming weeks. 
 
Regionally, a total of 97,138 individuals 
were observed at the FMPs during the 
month of August 2018, of which the over-
whelming majority (92,840 or 96%) were 
observed in the countries in the Horn of 
Africa (Djibouti, Ethiopia and Somalia). 
The majority of these individuals were 
Ethiopian (63%) and Somali (25%) na-
tionals. 15 per cent of individuals in-
tended to travel to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA), which almost half of what 
was reported in July (28%). However, an-
other 21 percent reported their intention 
of traveling to Yemen and Djibouti, which 
is higher than the 14 per cent reported in 
the previous month, and those traveling 
to these two countries often intend to go 
onwards to KSA. A further 33 per cent 
(down from 34.4% in the previous 
month) intended to travel to Somalia, 
while 26.86 per cent reported traveling to 
Ethiopia.  
 
In Djibouti, during the reporting period, 
23,874 migrants were observed at the 10 
FMPs, which represents a 12 per cent in-
crease from the 21,310 individuals identi-
fied in the previous month. Similar to the 
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previous month, the majority of migrants 
were Ethiopian nationals (90%), and most 
(53.5%) were headed for the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia (KSA), although this repre-
sents a smaller share than the 77.5 per 
cent who had indicated travelling to KSA 
in July 2018. In a trend that is typical for 
migrants in Djibouti, the majority of mi-
grants were adult males (46%), and 30 
per cent were children, up from the 16.3 
per cent observed in July 2018. The mi-
gration flows followed an unusual pattern 
in August due to the communal conflicts 
in Ethiopia, and a higher than usual vol-
ume of vulnerabilities was observed at 
Guelileh FMP. Economic migration was 
the most commonly cited motivation for 
migration (indicated by 58.3% of individ-
uals), followed by forced movement due 
to conflict (2.8%). Most migrants moved 
on foot (32.5%), on private vehicles 
(29.2%) and by train (27.8%). 
 
The increase in the number of migrants 
observed in August 2018 is possibly 
spurred by the increase in internal dis-
placement in Ethiopia due to conflict, and 
other related factors.  
 
In Ethiopia, during the reporting period, 
34,747 migrants were observed through 
9 FMPs, which represents a 43 per cent 
increase from the 24,337 migrants ob-
served in June 2018 – the increase may 
be explained primarily by increase in re-
turning migrants from Djibouti due to 
communal tensions in the region during 
the reporting month (August).  
 
The majority of the migrants observed 
were Ethiopian nationals (69% the same 
as in July 2018), while 17 per cent were 
Somali nationals, 10.1 per cent were Dji-
boutian nationals and 1.6 per cent were 
Sudanese nationals, with the remaining 
2.2 per cent from various other countries. 
Similarly, most migrants were traveling 
out of Ethiopia (56%, down from 64% in 
the previous month) or from Djibouti 
(21%) and Somalia (15.5%), with the re-
maining eight per cent from various 
other countries. In terms of intended des-
tinations, most of the flows were incom-
ing migrants, headed to Ethiopia (46%, 
an increase from 30% in July) and 28 per 
cent of migrants reported their intention 
to travel to Somalia and 12.5 per cent re-
ported they intended to travel to Dji-
bouti. Of those who indicated their inten-
tion to travel to Djibouti, it is likely that 
many intended to travel to the Arab Pen-
insula. In addition, four per cent reported 
their intended destination was Sudan, 
which is a decrease from 12.3 per cent in 
July.  

 
The majority of the migrants were adult 
men (35%, an 18% decrease from the fig-
ures from July 2018) while 30.5 per cent 
were children (a substantial increase from 
the 17% reported in July 2018). The vol-
ume of vulnerabilities observed in the re-
gion has increased in the current month 
due to intercommunal conflicts. Of the 
total number of children, 3,344 (9.6% of 
migrants) were children under the age of 
5, and 2.7 per cent of migrants were un-
accompanied children, which is compa-
rable to the previous month.   
 
Economic migration was still the most 
commonly cited reason for migration 
(27.4%), followed by forced movement 
due to conflict (7.5%), and short term lo-
cal movement (5.1%). Most migrants 
were traveling on buses or other land ve-
hicles (cars or trucks) (81.4%).  
 
In Somalia, during the reporting period, 
34,219 migrants were observed at 12 lo-
cations, which is a decrease of 5 per cent 
from the 35,885 observed in July 2018. 
The majority of migrants observed were 
Somali nationals (51.5%, down from 62% 
in the previous month), while 39 per cent 
were Ethiopian nationals (an increase 
from the 31% identified in July 2018). The 
remaining migrants observed came from 
various other countries in the region. 
Most migrants intended to travel back to 
Somalia (56%, a decrease from 69% the 
previous month), while 28 per cent indi-
cated wanting to cross the Gulf of Aden 
and travel to Yemen (an increase from 
14% since July 2018), while a smaller pro-
portion intended to travel to Ethiopia 
(9%) or Kenya (5%). Similar to previous 
months, and contrary to regional trends, 
migrants were evenly divided in terms of 
age and sex, with 35 per cent children 
(11% under 5 years old, and 4.5% were 
unaccompanied children) and 65 per 
cent adults (35% males and 30% fe-
males). The largest shares of observed 
flows were displaced due to natural dis-
aster (36%) and/or were undertaking 
seasonal migration (21%).  
 
South Sudan measures mixed migration 
flows at transportation hubs inside the 
country and at its borders with Sudan 
and Uganda. 
 
During the month of July 2018 1,972 mi-
grants were observed in total at three 
transit hub FMPs in South Sudan, 785 of 
whom were observed at the FMP in Abyei 
and 1,187 of whom were observed at the 
two FMPs in Wau Town. This represents 
a 43 per cent decrease in the number of 

identified individuals when compared to 
July 2018. 
 
Most migrants observed at the FMPs 
were traveling to South Sudan (64%), 
while the remaining were traveling to Su-
dan (35.4%). Most individuals tracked go-
ing to Sudan were observed at the Abyei 
FMP, while those observed at the Wau 
FMPs were largely internal migrants, and 
their intended destination was most likely 
to be South Sudan (90%).  
 
The vast majority of migrants (91%) 
tracked at FMPs in Abyei and Wau Town 
were South Sudanese, while 7.5 per cent 
were Sudanese nationals (the remaining 
1.5% came from various other countries 
in the region). Reasons for migration in 
Abyei were equally divided between join-
ing rest of the family (33%) and seeking 
health care facilities (33%) followed by 
uncomfortable living conditions (22%), 
while most of the migration flows tracked 
in Wau Town 71%) were driven by rea-
sons related to short term local move-
ment of 6 months or less (16.6% were 
conducting seasonal migration).  
 
46 per cent of observed migrants were 
women (compared to 48% the previous 
month) and 29 per cent were children 
(compared to 34% the previous month).  
 
Flow monitoring continued in Uganda 
during the month of August 2018, and a 
total of 2,326 migrants were observed 
through 4 FMPs along the border with 
South Sudan – a decrease of 40 per cent 
compared to the previous month. 24.6 
per cent of the migrants (572 individuals) 
were traveling from South Sudan, while 
75.4 per cent (1,754 individuals) were 
traveling from Uganda. Most of the mi-
grants were traveling into South Sudan 
(75.8%, or 1,763 individuals), while the 
rest were traveling to Uganda (24.2%, or 
563 individuals). Almost all migrants ob-
served (99.8%) were South Sudanese na-
tionals, while the remaining were Uganda 
nationals (4 migrants). The sex disaggre-
gation was even, with 53 per cent of the 
total migrant population being female 
and 47 per cent male. 39 per cent of mi-
grants observed crossing the border 
were children, including 483 (21% of all 
migrants) who were under 5 years of age.  
 
During the month of July, most of the mi-
gration flows observed in and out of 
Uganda were short term local move-
ments (of 6 months or less) (67.6%), while 
12.2 per cent of movements were in-
duced by natural disaster, and 10.6 per 
cent by conflict. The share of migrants 
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displaced by conflict decreased by 18.2 
percentage points since July 2018. 
 
 flow.iom.int 

 
● ● 

 

Burundi 
 

Current Implementation Round 
Round 32 (August 2018) 

 
Latest count of populations tracked and monitored 
As of Round 32 – August 2018 
159,152 Internally Displaced 
 
Implementation Component 
Mobility Tracking (Baseline), Emergency 
Tracking 
 
Current Geographical Coverage 
Country-wide 
 
Published Information Products 
Displacement Report, Displacement 
Dashboard, Event Tracking Update 
 
 displacement.iom.int/burundi 
 
In August 2018, DTM carried out assess-
ments in all 18 provinces of Burundi, iden-
tifying 159,152 IDPs (35,157 households). 
This represents a decrease of close to six 
per cent when compared to July 2018. 74 
per cent of IDPs were displaced as a re-
sult of natural disasters, while 26 per cent 
were displaced because of the socio-po-
litical situation. Of those currently dis-
placed, the majority (56%) lived with host 
families, 23 per cent lived in rented 
houses, 14 per cent in straw houses, 5 per 
cent in empty houses and 2 per cent in 
collective sites. Most of the IDPs have 
been displaced since 2015 (40%) followed 
by 2016 (25%), while 15 per cent were dis-
placed in 2018.  
 
DTM emergency tracking has currently 
been halted as during the dry season 
there is a decrease in climatic events 
causing sudden displacements. However, 
the situation may change from Septem-
ber onwards. 

 
● ● 

 

Ethiopia 
 

Current Implementation Round 
Round 12 (July 2018) 

 
Latest count of populations tracked and monitored 
As of Round 11 – May – June 2018 
1,776,685 Internally Displaced  
 

Implementation Component 
Mobility Tracking (Baseline), Emergency 
Tracking 
 
Current Geographical Coverage 
1,016 sites in 8 regions 
 
Published Information Products 
Displacement Report, Displacement 
Dashboard, Emergency Tracking Update 
 
 displacement.iom.int/ethiopia 
 
DTM Ethiopia is currently rolling out 
Round 12 of Mobility Tracking. Results will 
be published and disseminated when 
available. 
 
With regards to the displacements situa-
tion in in the Gedeo (SNNPR region) and 
West Guji (Oromia region) according to 
the DTM Ethiopia situation report, since 
the beginning of returns last month, over 
265,000 individuals have reportedly been 
transported back to their area of origin 
through government facilitation.  
 
Further assessments are ongoing as DTM 
continues to monitor the situation in the 
West Guji and Gedeo zones.  
 
DTM Ethiopia also conducted Rapid Re-
sponse Site Assessment (RRA) in East 
Harage zone (Oromia region) – 9 collec-
tive sites were included in this assess-
ment, where 55,000 displaced individuals 
in 11,000 displaced households were 
identified.   

 
● ● 

 

Somalia 
 

Current Implementation Round   
Round 7 (on hold) 

 
Latest count of populations tracked and monitored 
As of Round 6-November 2017 
1,770,580 Internally Displaced  
 
Implementation Component 
Flow Monitoring 
 
Current Geographical Coverage 
58 Districts 
 
Published Information Products 
Movement Trend Tracking Report 
(CCCM), CCCM Cluster Dashboard 
 
 displacement.iom.int/somalia 
 
Round 7 of data collection is planned to 
be implemented soon, and the results will 
be published accordingly. 
 

The Camp Coordination and Camp Man-
agement (CCCM) Cluster conducts regu-
lar Movement Trend Tracking (MTT) in 
two IDP camps in Dolow, at checkpoints 
in Kismayo and at three checkpoints in 
the town of Baidoa. 
 
In Dolow, for the month of August, 
movements in the Dolow IDP sites have 
remained significantly low compared 
with July entries. The arrivals cited lack of 
food, uncomfortable living conditions 
and family reunification as the main rea-
sons for displacement.  
 
In Kismayo, the exit and entry figures dur-
ing the month of August remained com-
parable to the previous month. The pri-
mary reasons cited for leaving the sites 
were family reunification and to manage 
crops on their farms following the good 
rainy season. New arrivals primarily re-
ported lack of food (74%), insecurity 
(14%) and health (12%) as their reasons 
for displacement.  
 
In Baidoa since mid-July all movements in 
and out of the sites have remained rela-
tively low compared with previous 
months. August recorded the lowest 
number of exits since 23-29 March 2018 
when 13 exits were reported. The IDPs in-
terviewed while exiting reported they 
were leaving to manage their farms and 
reunite with their families in their places 
of origin. The number of entries has de-
creased, and in general since mid-July all 
movements in and out of Baidoa IDP sites 
have remained relatively low compared 
to previous months. The new arrivals to 
the site report food shortage (42%), ed-
ucation opportunities (23%), family reu-
nification (15%) and healthcare (15%) as 
the key drivers of displacement. 

 
● ● 
 

South Sudan 
 

Current Implementation Round   
Round 3 MT (July – Sept 2018) 

 
Latest count of populations tracked and monitored 
As of Round 2 June 2018 
843,234 Internally Displaced 
658,148 Returnees (Former IDPs and ref-
ugees)  
 
Implementation Component 
Mobility Tracking (Baseline), Mobility 
Tracking (Site), Flow Monitoring, Survey, 
Registration 
 
Current Geographical Coverage 
47 counties, 8 States  

https://flow.iom.int/
https://displacement.iom.int/burundi
https://displacement.iom.int/burundi
https://displacement.iom.int/ethiopia
https://displacement.iom.int/ethiopia
https://displacement.iom.int/somalia
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Published Information Products 
Biometric Registration Update, Flow 
Monitoring Update, Flow Monitoring 
Long-Term Trend Analysis Report, Site 
Profile, Event Tracking Report, Mobility 
Tracking Report and Dataset 
 
 displacement.iom.int/south-sudan 
 
Temporary registration (T-REG) was im-
plemented between 24 August and 2 
September during the relocation of IDPs 
from Juba PoC site 3 to Mangateen. A to-
tal of 3,379 beneficiaries were voluntarily 
relocated from Juba PoC site 3 to the 
Mangateen IDP site (also within Juba 
Town) in the wake of recent sporadic 
fighting between different parts of the 
community. DTM temporarily registered 
these beneficiaries at a transit point in 
UNMISS Tomping (2,990 individuals tem-
porarily registered, and 389 infants were 
included in the registration through birth 
documentation to avoid duplication, 
while other IOM units assisted in the dis-
tribution of emergency food rations and 
non-food items (NFIs).  
 
DTM South Sudan conducted a multi-
sectoral survey interviewing over 2,000 
households (two-thirds of respondents 
were female). The survey was conducted 
from 7 July to 5 August 2018 in and 
around Wau Town (Western Bahr el 
Ghazal State). Nearly two-thirds of the 
assessed population reported being dis-
placed at the time of the interview 
(mainly displaced in mid-2016). This was 
in the aftermath of the Juba crisis be-
tween the two main opposing forces that 
spread to most parts of the country.   
 
Of the returnees that were interviewed, 
over half had experienced displacement 
(returnees).  A third of households with 
children under five reported receiving 
one warm / cooked meal a day and four 
per cent reported receiving none. The 
biggest protection risk encountered by 
children was said to be a lack of access to 
education as most schools were closed 
due to insecurity.  Filtration as opposed 
to boiling or purification tabs repre-
sented the most common water treat-
ment method. A quarter of interviewees 
reported no availability of healthcare ser-
vices in the area and Malaria was by far 
the most commonly cited illness followed 
by skin diseases and conjunctivitis. More 
than half of all interviewed households 
reported living in partially to severely 
damaged shelters 
 

DTM South Sudan also continued with 
the Displacement Site Flow Monitoring 
(DSFM) through 7 locations, where vol-
ume and demographics of IDPs entering 
or exiting major displacement sites, nota-
bly Protection of Civilian (PoC) sites, but 
also smaller collective centres, were 
tracked. 
 
In August, DTM interviewed 8,729 indi-
viduals. 56 per cent of these left the sites 
and 44 per cent arrived at the sites. 79 
per cent of all entering individuals were 
site residents and had been mostly away 
for a week, or less. 9.5 percent of those 
entering were new arrivals. The main rea-
sons these individuals had left was to col-
lect firewood (16.8%), visit family (16.5%), 
or for farming/fishing (12%). Of those ex-
iting, 75 per cent were only intending on 
being away from the site for one week or 
less, with 47 per cent intending to return 
the same day. 9.7 per cent of exiting peo-
ple were not intending to return to the 
site. Of those exiting the site, most did 
not give a reason for leaving (90.3%). 
 

● ● 
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