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IOM Pakistan collects data on the outflows of Afghan migrants 
at the Torkham and Chaman border crossing points to better 
understand the migration movements of Afghan migrants returning 
to Afghanistan from Pakistan.
Between 16 and 31 August 2023, 3,872 Afghan nationals 
spontaneously returned to Afghanistan, including 1,340 through the 
Torkham border point and 2,532 through the Chaman border point. 
Border authorities facilitated the return of  239 individuals due to 
the lack of legal documentation to remain in Pakistan. Information 
about these individuals is not included in the count. Although IOM 
identified 60,036 Afghan returnees (between 1 January - 31 August 
2023) at two border crossings, this may not reflect the total number 
of Afghan returnees.
Moreover, for this study, only the head of household or representative 
of the family were interviewed. This means that the number of 
interviews conducted by the enumerators is lower than the number 
of returnees recorded by IOM. Between 16 and 31 August 2023, IOM 
interviewed 220 respondents.

•	 Cross-border mobility between Pakistan and Afghanistan is 
characterized predominantly by populations speaking Pashto 
and Baloch languages who reside on both sides of the border.

•	 The worsening economic conditions in Pakistan is leading to 
higher levels of unemployment, rents and lower income levels.
These, in turn, are increasingly compelling Afghans to return to 
Afghanistan where they believe they can access higher levels of 
humanitarian assistance.

•	 The top three challenges Afghan returnees anticipate 
facing in Afghanistan include: (i) finding income-generating 
opportunities, (ii) adapting to life in areas of return, and (iii) 
securing livelihoods.

•	 Throughout the reporting period, approximately six percent of 
returnees were classified as vulnerable individuals.1

•	 The primary occupations reported by returnees are: unskilled 
labour (67%), skilled labour (25%), and involvement in various 
businesses (8%).

•	 The average cost of travel from Pakistan to Afghanistan, as 
reported, stood at PKR 56,477 (equivalent to USD 184 as of 
September 6, 2023) per family.
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1 Vulnerable persons include: persons with physical disability, those who need medical attention, pregnant women, elderly persons, unaccompanied minors, drug addicts, mentally ill persons and widowed persons.
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Disclaimer:
The designations employed and the presentation of material throughout the report do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its            
authorities, or concerning its frontiers or boundaries.

Disclaimer:
Dotted line represents approximately the line of control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. The designations employed and 
the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM or United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning 
the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Note:
This map and the following legends focus on the top 5 provinces of intended destination in Afghanistan during the reporting period from 16  - 31 August 2023
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Contact: dtmpakistan@iom.int - https://pakistan.iom.int/
Disclaimer: This document was produced with the financial assistance of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC), the Government of the United Kindom, Switzerland and Italy, the US Bureau of Population, Refugees and 
Migration (PRM), and the European Union. The views expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the aforementioned donors.
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