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MAY 2023 SUMMARY: Provinces of Ituri, North-Kivu, South-Kivu and Tanganyika

IDP & RETURNEE FIGURES

 
RURAL PERI-URBANTOTAL
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69,129
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Definition
Internally Displaced 

People (IDPs): people 
displaced from other 
locations who arrived 
in the location being 
assessed during the 

36 months preceding 
the assessment.

* The figures for IDPs and returnees refer to people currently in a situation of displacement or return at the time of the assessment.
** Population estimates come from the Provincial Health Division (DPS, 2023) of each province.
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Definition
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people who were pre-
viously displaced but 
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The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) continues to face armed, inter-ethnic 
and inter-community conflicts, natural disasters and disease epidemics that have 
created one of the world's most complex and persistent crises. The constant 
threat of violence and insecurity, particularly in the country’s eastern provinces, 
and the recent resurgence of armed conflict in the provinces of North Kivu and 
Ituri, has led to a substantial increase in population displacement since mid-2022. 
Furthermore, millions of people are at risk, and thousands more are affected by 
new cholera epidemics and natural disasters. 

The situation has been particularly exacerbated over the past year by the actions 
of two groups in particular – the Cooperative for the Development of Congo 
(CODECO) and the March 23 Movement (M23) – whose actions have led 
to significant displacement and increased vulnerability of affected populations. 
Furthermore, the country's forthcoming elections are likely to be subject to 
allegations of fraud, irregularities and violence. These allegations are likely to 
provoke displacement and security incidents in the country, and exacerbate the 
already difficult situation of many displaced people living in overcrowded camps 
or with host families, facing severe deprivation and lacking access to basic social 
services.

Given the need for accurate information agreed by the authorities, IOM - through 
its Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) - has been conducting Mobility Tracking 
(MT) assessments since 2018. These exercises are implemented in the DRC 
with the aim of providing estimates on presence, number of affected population 
groups (IDPs, returnees), reasons for displacement, duration of displacement and 
specific needs within defined locations. Data for the MT exercise is collected 
on a bi-annual basis by teams of trained enumerators, through key informant 
interviews and direct observations at a village level. As part of this process, IOM 
ensures the participation of government representatives during data collection 
to promote and build capacity in the event of handover. IOM data is then 
presented to and validated by the provincial Population Movement Commission 
(Commission de mouvement de population – CMP in French).

The summary statistics presented in this report are drawn from the latest MT 
cycle for each province, which took place between February and May 2023, to 
produce an overview of the displacement situation in the Eastern DRC region. 
(Click on the following links to view the recent MT dashboards for the provinces 
of Ituri, North-Kivu, South-Kivu and Tanganyika). 

In the four eastern provinces of the DRC, comprising Ituri, North-Kivu, South 
Kivu, and Tanganyika, in April 2023 DTM identified 6,135,363 internally displaced 
people  (IDPs) and 3,967,874 returnees, present in 67 per cent of assessed 
villages. DTM estimates that the highest proportion (41%) of IDPs (2,544,880 
individuals) are in North Kivu, followed by 28 per cent (1,727,808) in Ituri, 25 per 
cent (1,514,280) in South Kivu and 6 per cent (348,395) in Tanganyika. Among 
displaced people living in host families, the main reasons for displacement are 
attacks by armed groups (84%), inter-community conflict (12%) and natural 
disasters (3%). At the time of the assessment, an estimated 1,082,015 people 
were displaced by the M23 crisis, including a significant proportion (22%) of 
those in collective sites and centers.

Internally Displaced People in Host Communities: Of the total number of IDPs 
reported, 88 per cent live in host communities. DTM identified 5,383,034 
IDPs (1,041,683 households) in 14,517 host villages out of a total of 21,614 
villages assessed. The vast majority of communities (17,838 villages, or 83%) in 
eastern DRC generally host no/small numbers of IDPs at any one time, up to 
five hundred individuals in each village. This represents around a third of the IDP 
population in host communities (1,718,551 or 32%). Conversely, around a third 
of IDPs living in host communities (1,944,003 or 36%) live in six per cent (1,355) 
of villages containing IDP populations of over a thousand.

Internally Displaced People in Sites  : A total of 752,329 individuals were 
identified in 420 sites and collective centers, of which 56 per cent (422,116 
individuals or 127,936 households) reside in the 119 sites managed by the 
CCCM mechanism, and 44 per cent (330,213 individuals or 69,572 households) 
reside in the 101 sites and 200 collective centers that are not managed by CCCM. 
The proportion of IDPs living in sites is highest in the provinces of North Kivu 
(15% of the province's IDPs, or 388,077 individuals) and Ituri (18%, or 303,020 
individuals).

Returnee Population: DTM found returnees in 44 per cent (9,595 villages) of 
villages surveyed. The number of returnees was highest in North Kivu (1,762,367 
individuals, or 16% of the provincial population), followed by Ituri (1,161,450, 
or 16%), South Kivu (701,275, or 8%) and Tanganyika (342,782, or 10%). The 
main reasons for return were: improved security situation (49%), improved food 
situation (21%) and family reunification (15%).
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