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 Background: Population Mobility and Internal Displacement in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia faces significant internal displacement. In 2018, Ethiopia recorded the third highest number of new 
displacements worldwide, with 3,191,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) identified.¹ A significant portion of these 
displacements are conflict-induced, largely related to ethnic and border-based disputes. Old tensions such as the 
contestation of the Oromia-Somali regional border which first flared up in 2017 continue to persist, while new conflicts 
have also emerged. Conflict broke out in 2016 over the administrative designation of then Konso woreda in SNNP 
region; in 2018 Konso was formally recognized as a zone, but in the years since conflict has only continued. In April 
and later in June 2018, conflict which was aggravated by competition for land and resources broke out between Gedeo 
and Guji Oromo tribes in West Guji. It is estimated that by August 2018, 748,499 IDPs were displaced from the Gedeo-
West Guji conflict alone.² In September 2020 frequent attacks from unidentified armed groups (UAGs) on the border of 
Benishangul Gumz region led to increasing displacement to Awi zone in Amhara region. This continued to intensify and 
in January 2021 displacement reached a peak of 76,000 at its height.3 

In early November 2020, the regional party of Tigray allegedly attacked the Northern Command of Ethiopia’s National 
Defense Force in Mekelle, Tigray region, prompting a military offensive from the federal government of Ethiopia. 
Following this, conflict broke out in the North of Ethiopia resulting in significant displacement. After a change of 
administration in Tigray region at the end of June 2021, the conflict moved further south into Afar and Amhara regions 
but began to subside around January 2022. 

In mid-April 2021, conflict broke out in Ataye City Administration in North Shewa zone of Amhara region and the 
surrounding areas, which led to mass displacement in the zone. Estimated displacement following the conflict, 
according to government sources, reached 310,000 IDPs at its peak. This brought displacement in Ethiopia to 4.5 
million IDPs as of February 2022.

Climate-induced displacement has become increasingly prominent in Ethiopia. Beginning in 2015, Ethiopia faced 
one of the strongest onsets of El Niño, a periodic heating of the eastern tropical Pacific, which reduced the kiremt 
rainfall⁴ and successively resulted in drought in the Southern and Southeastern parts of the country.⁵ Somali region is 
particularly prone to climate induced displacement, having endured two underperforming rainy seasons in 2021 which 
caused a shortage of pastureland, water and food for pastoralists and their livestock. The performance of the March - 
June 2022 Gu rainfall in parts of central and north-central Ethiopia was below average, and among the lowest amounts 
recorded in the past 70 years.6 The cyclic nature of drought conditions in Ethiopia has contributed to a dearth of water 
resources, deepening food insecurity in the country and in the wider East and Horn of Africa region. In southern Tigray 
and the eastern part of Oromia regions rainfall predicted in February 2022 was delayed by about a month, creating 
unfavourable crop conditions and reducing harvests.7 As of July 2022, drought was the primary cause of displacement 
for 533,923 IDPs (19.7%), with IDPs concentrated in Somali, Oromia and Afar regions. Floods are another major cause 
of climate-induced displacement, particularly in low laying areas. While Ethiopia continues to cope with the lasting 
impact of the damage from the overflowing of the Shabelle, Ganale, and Dawa rivers in 2020 which damaged crops, 
flooding and landslide incidents have been on the rise in six regions affecting nearly 1.1m people according to the 
Ethiopian Disaster Risk Management Commission (EDRMC).8 

1 Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, 2019. Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID) 2019 Report. Available at: http://www.inter-
nal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/2019-IDMC-GRID.pdf. 
2 Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), 2018. Ethiopia — Gedeo/West Guji Rapid Response Assessment Round 2 (11 — 23 August 2018)— Host 
Community Dataset. Available at: https://displacement.iom.int/datasets/ethiopia-%E2%80%94-gedeowest-guji-rapid-response-%E2%80%94-
host-community-dataset-%E2%80%94-site-assessment-%E2%80%94-round.  
3 Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), 2021. Ethiopia — National Displacement Report  (March - April 2021). Available at: https://displacement.
iom.int/reports/ethiopia-%E2%80%94-national-displacement-report-8-march-%E2%80%94-april-2021?close=true.
⁴ Kiremt rain is the summer rain that normally lasts between June to September. This rain is crucial for the main meher harvest.  
Conversely, the belg rain is the spring rain that usually spans between March to August.
⁵ USAID, 2016. El Niño in Ethiopia 2015 – 2016: A Real-Time Review Of Impacts And Responses. Available at: https://www.agri-learning-ethiopia.
org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/AKLDP-El-Nino-Review-March-2016.pdf. 
6 Food Security and Nutrition Working Group, 2022. Extremely high levels of food insecurity observed across Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia. 
Available at: https://www.icpac.net/documents/599/FSNWG_Drought_Special_Report_29_July_2022.pdf
7 Ibid.
8 UNFPA, 2022. UNFPA Ethiopia Humanitarian Response Situation Report - July 2022. Available at: https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/unf-
pa-ethiopia-humanitarian-response-situation-report-july-2022
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Adding to the high mobility landscape of Ethiopia is the number and rate of returns. Following the reduction in conflict 
in January 2022 in many parts of Afar and Amhara regions affected by the Northern Ethiopia Crisis, returns have begun 
which can be seen in the +422% increase in returns in Afar region and +584% increase in Amhara region in January and 
February 2022.9 Throughout June and July 2022 both spontaneous and government-led returns continued which led to 
a growing rate of returning IDPs in Afar (+12%) and Amhara (+16%) regions. 

In March 2020, the Ministry of Health confirmed the first COVID-19 case in Ethiopia. Since then, the number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases has increased to 473,188 cases as of 1 June 2022.10 The spread of COVID-19 and regulations 
to curb it has caused unemployment and has exacerbated the food insecurity situation in the country. 

 IOM Population Observation in Ethiopia 

In order to capture population mobility and internal displacement in Ethiopia, IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix 
(DTM) is deployed to track internally displaced persons (IDPs), returning IDPs, migrants and returned migrants. IOM 
entered into partnership with the Ethiopia Disaster Risk Management Commission (EDRMC) in August 2016, and has 
since been regularly implementing DTM assessments in Ethiopia since September 2016. 

DTM tools that are active in Ethiopia, include a quarterly Site Assessment (SA) which focuses on tracking internal 
displacement and a quarterly Village Assessment Survey (VAS) aimed at tracking returns. SA covers areas where there 
are reports of 20 or more IDP households, whereas VAS covers areas where there are reportedly 20 or more returning 
IDP households that returned on or after 1 January 2021.

Figure 1 illustrates DTM's coverage of its SA and VAS tools. The areas in blue represent areas that were exclusively 
covered by SA, while the areas in yellow represent areas that were only covered by VAS. The areas in green represent 
areas where both SA and VAS were deployed. The areas covered in red stripes represent areas that were inaccessible 
due to operational constraints, while the yellow with red stripes represents areas inaccessible due to security and 
environmental factors.

9 Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), 2022. Ethiopia — National Displacement Report 11 (December 2021 — February 2022). Available at: 
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/ethiopia-%E2%80%94-national-displacement-report-11-december-2021-%E2%80%94-february-2022-1.  
10 Ministry of Health, Ethiopia, 2022. Available at: http://www.moh.gov.et/ejcc/.  
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KEY FINDINGS — SITE ASSESSMENT

2,716,121 individuals* 522,138 households

-1.58% decrease in IDPs since National Displacement Report 12*
(where there were 2,759,739 IDPs*)

Top 3 Reasons for Displacement 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) — Nationwide

2

(19.7%) in 315 sites 
533,923 drought displaced IDPs  

3

(4.5%) in 41 sites 
123,176 social tension displaced IDPs 

1

(66.7%) in 1,592 sites 
1,810,765 conflict displaced IDPs 

2,120 sites covered 430 inaccessible sites 

49,243

SITE ASSESSMENT 
(NUMBER OF IDPs)

74,945

17,570

1,008,773

200,510

662,677

3,133

20,288

570

118,955**

559,457

AFAR

SOUTH WEST ETHIOPIA PEOPLES

SOMALI

SNNP

SIDAMA

OROMIA

HARARI

GAMBELA

DIRE DAWA

BENISHANGUL GUMZ

AMHARA

REGION

National Displacement Caseload Overview

2,716,121GRAND TOTAL

Other reasons for displacement included: Seasonal Floods (105,524 IDPs), Flash Floods (99,348 IDPs), Landslides (25,075 IDPs) 
Swampy Lands (9,265 IDPs), Hydropower Projects (4,978 IDPs), and Strong Winds (4,067 IDPs). 

*Due to operational constraints in Tigray region, the region is not included in the Site Assessment Round 30. Insecurity affected 
coverage in Benishangul Gumz in round 29, which also influenced the number of IDPs covered in the region. This explains the large 
percentage decrease in IDPs for the region in Site Assessment round 30.
** Insecurity continued to pose issues for data collection in Benishangul Gumz region, which has likely lowered the number of IDPs 
reported for the region.
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SITE ASSESSMENT 
METHODOLOGY 

In round 30, 430 sites were inaccessible. 402 sites had 
insecurity issues, mainly in West Wallaga, East Wallaga, 
West Guji, Kellem Wallaga and Guji zones. 27 sites were 
inaccessible due to road issues mainly in Dawa, Hadiya, 
Awsi (Zone 1), Fenti (Zone 2), Hari (Zone 5), Assosa and East 
Harerge zones. One site was inaccessible due a shortage of 
fuel in Jimma zone. 

Coverage of this round
 

430 Inaccessible Sites 

2,120 Sites 
 

1,775 Kebeles  
 

452 Woredas  
 

72 Zones 
 

11 Regions 
 

IOM Ethiopia employs a series of tools in its DTM. The 
present methodology refers to the Site Assessment tool 
which falls under the Mobility Tracking component of the 
DTM. Data for this tool is collected at the zonal, woreda 
and site level on a quarterly basis. Since September 2016, 
IOM Ethiopia has conducted 30 rounds of data collection. 
The DTM programme is implemented in close collaboration 
with the Ethiopia Disaster Risk Management Commission 
(EDRMC) and regional, zonal and woreda counterparts.

IOM’s DTM team is composed of 180 field enumerators, 
under the direct supervision of 15 field focal points, 
and the overall supervision of the DTM team based at 
IOM’s Addis Ababa Country Office. The data collection 
methodology is divided into three administrative levels: 

Zone level: Data is collected through interviews with key  
informants from the Disaster Risk Management Office 
(DRMO), community representatives, and the education 
and health offices. This data includes the estimated 
number of displaced individuals, a list of woredas within 
the zone that hosts displaced persons, reasons for 
displacement, time of arrival of IDPs and their locations.

Woreda level: Information is collected through key 
informants at woreda level and data collected includes 
number of displaced households and individuals at 
woreda level, site typology and approximate locations of 
identifiable displacement sites among other indicators. 
The information is used to plan the roll out of the Site 
Assessment. 

Site level: Site assessment is conducted in locations hosting 
a reported 20 or more IDP households defined through 
previous interviews at higher administrative levels. 
These locations include host communities. Information is 
collected through focus group discussions, key informant 
interviews and direct observation. Focus groups include 
IDP representatives as well as men, women, elderly and 
youth. Site Assessment gathers information on IDPs 
including on their locations, their areas of origin, reasons 
for displacement, household demographics and the 
availability of services in their areas of displacement. Sites 
with fewer than 20 households are not assessed.

Data collection:
24 May — 9 July 2022

3
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OVERVIEW OF DISPLACEMENT 

According to data collected through the Site Assessment round 30 in June and July 2022, 2.72 million IDPs 
(522,138 households) were internally displaced across 2,120 accessible sites in Ethiopia. This reflects a -1.58% 
decrease of 43,618 IDPs compared to the previous round of data collection in March and April 2022.

The gender breakdown of IDPs is almost equal with 1,349,612 males (49.7%) and 1,366,509 females (50.3%). 
Conflict remains the primary cause of displacement and displaced 1.8 million IDPs (66.7%), followed by 
drought which displaced 533,923 IDPs (19.7%), social tension which displaced 123,176 IDPs (4.5%), seasonal 
floods which displaced 105,524 IDPs (3.9%), flash floods which displaced 99,348 IDPs (3.7%), landslides which 
displaced 25,075 IDPs (<1%), swampy land which displaced 9,265 IDPs (<1%), hydropower projects which 
displaced 4,978 IDPs (<1%) and strong winds which displaced 4,067 IDPs (<1%). 

Drought continues to consitute a large portion of the IDP caseload this round. Significant changes were noted 
on a zone level, where increases in reports of drought as the initial cause of displacement were particularly 
evident in Borena zone in Oromia region (+3,665 IDPs or a +108% increase) and Nogob zone in Somali region 
(+8,484 IDPs or a +23% increase). 
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Figure 2:  The displacement caseload in Ethiopia based on data collected June to July 2022 from the Site Assessment. 
Due to the greater IDP caseload, data collection in Amhara and Oromia regions began in May 2022.



ETHIOPIA NATIONAL DISPLACEMENT REPORT 
SITE ASSESSMENT ROUND 30 & VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY ROUND 13: 
JUNE — JULY 2022

National Displacement Timeline

Figure 3: Number of IDPs identified nationwide by DTM since February - March 2020 (SA round 21). Round totals include 
displacement data captured through previously conducted Rapid Response Assessments and Emergency Site Assessments.

IOM Ethiopia has been collecting data on internal displacement via its Site Assessment tool for 30 rounds 
now. Round 21 (February-March 2020) experienced increases in the number of IDPs to 1.74 million IDPs.

In round 22 (June-July 2020), the total number of IDPs increased to 1.82 million largely explained by the new 
coverage of SNNP and Sidama regions which captured an additional 93,982 IDPs. There was only a marginal 
increase in round 23 (August-September 2020) to 1.84 million IDPs. In round 24 the number of IDPs increased 
to 1.95 million IDPs. In round 25 (March-April 2021), the total number of IDPs increased to 3.7 million. This 
increase was due to the 1.7 million IDPs displaced by the Northern Ethiopia Crisis and identified through 
Emergency Site Assessment (ESA) round 5. 

In round 28 of Site Assessment carried out in December 2021 and January 2022, the number of IDPs increased 
to 4.5 million IDPs throughout the country including 2.45 million IDPs displaced by the Northern Ethiopia 
Crisis identified through Emergency Site Assessment (ESA) round 9 (January - February 2022) in Afar and 
Amhara regions and ESA round 8 (August 2021) in Tigray region. Since then the ESA was discontinued, and  
Site Assessment was carried out nationwide including in Afar and Amhara regions. Following returns and 
operational constraints the figure for round 29 Site Assessment dropped to 2.75 million IDPs. As of 
round 30, the total IDP figure declined to 2.72 million IDPs. Due to operational constraints, the IDP figure 
for Tigray region is not included in the national displacement figure. The national IDP caseload should be 
higher. 

All partners 
including 
DTM 
experienced 
major access 
challenges in 
Tigray during 
this time.

2,105,387 IDPs 
are identified by 
Emergency Site 
Assessment round 7 
to be displaced due to 
the Northern Ethiopia 
Crisis in Tigray and in 
neighbouring Afar and 
Amhara. 

2,452,077 IDPs 
are identified 
by Emergency 
Site Assessment 
round 9 in Afar 
and Amhara 
regions and 
round 8 in 
Tigray region. 

1,715,176 IDPs 
are identified by 
Emergency Site 
Assessment round 5 
to be displaced due to 
the Northern Ethiopia 
Crisis in Tigray and 
in neighbouring Afar 
and Amhara. 

5

The Emergency 
Site Assessment 
is discontinued 
in the wake of 
mobility changes, 
as well as fuel and 
cash constraints in 
Tigray region which 
hindered access.

Drought 
displacement 
continues to 
remain at high 
levels compared 
to rounds 21-28, 
especially in 
Afar, Oromia and 
Somali regions. 
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Figure 4: Length of displacement of IDPs identified nationwide by DTM since June - July 2022 (SA round 30). 

Results from this round indicated that under half of IDPs assessed (40.5%) have been displaced between 1 
and 4 years. The total 1,098,947 IDPs who have been displaced between 1 and 4 years are mainly in Somali 
and Amhara regions, respectively accounting for 27.5% and 25.9% of IDPs displaced between 1-4 years.

Length of Displacement: Between 1-4 Years 

Length of Displacement: Under 1 Year
IOM Ethiopia began collecting data on IDPs' length of displacement as of Site Assessment round 30. A total 
of 852,923 IDPs reported that they had been displaced within one year (31.4% of total IDP caseload). Most 
IDPs who were displaced within the last 12 months were in Oromia (32.4% IDPs) and Amhara (31.9% IDPs) 
regions.

The number of IDPs who reported to have been displaced for over five years was the lowest of all the 
displacement time frames, yet still constitutes over one quarter (28.1%) of IDPs across Ethiopia. Most 
IDPs who have been displaced for over five years are in Somali region (66.9% of IDPs displaced over five 
years), followed by Oromia region (26.3% of IDPs displaced over five years). Out of the IDPs who have been 
displaced for over 5 years, a total of 26,167 IDPs were displaced 10 or over 10 years ago (3.4% of national 
IDP caseload). The majority of IDPs who have been displaced for 10 years or more are in Oromia region ( 
18,664 IDPs or 71.3% of IDPs displaced 10+ years) and 7,500 IDPs are displaced in Somali region (28.7% of 
IDPs displaced 10+ years). 

Length of Displacement: 5+ Years
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7Figure 5: Displacement figures for Afar region based on Site Assessment round 30.

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Afar

 

Afar

74,945 IDPs 

67 sites covered 

14,381 IDP households

Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 34,880 IDPs (47%)

Afar

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 
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14,381 households comprising 74,945 IDPs were identified in 67 sites in Afar region. These figures represent a 
decrease of 62,468 IDPs (-45.46%) since the previous round 29 (March – April 2022). Following a reduction in 
conflict in the region in January 2022, both spontaneous and government-led returns have continued throughout 
this round. This is evident in the closure of 31 IDP sites particularly in Zone 2 (Kilbati) where 21 sites were closed. 
Seven sites were inaccessible for data collection due to insecurity, and another seven were not covered because 
of road inaccessibility. Though conflict was the primary reason for displacement in the region (34,880 or 46.54%), 
31,955 IDPs were also displaced by flash floods (42.64%) and another main reason for displacement included 
5,368 IDPs who were displaced by drought (7.16%). Drought as the primary reason for displacement was most 
reported in Zone 5 (Hari) this round, constituting 37% of total drought-related displacement in the region. 
However, insecurity has complicated access to a significant proportion of the region, meaning that the rate at 
which IDPs are reporting drought as the main cause of displacement should likely be higher. Over half (54%) of 
IDPs mainly in Zone 1 (Awsi) and Zone 3 (Gabi) have been displaced between 1 and 4 years. The remaining 30.7% 
have been displaced under one year and 15.3% have been displaced over five years.
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Figure 6: Displacement figures for Amhara region based on Site Assessment round 30. 
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+5.64%
IDPs

139,730 IDP households comprising 559,457 IDPs were identified in 583 sites in Amhara region. These figures represent an 
increase of 29,875 IDPs (+5.64%) since the previous round 29 (March - April 2022). This increase can be attributed to new 
arrivals in exisiting sites that were not covered previously, as well as coverage in 36 sites that opened since the beginning 
of 2022, 15 of which are located in North Shewa zone. Due to insecurity in certain areas 16 sites were not covered, and 
4 remained inaccessible due to road conditions. Despite the withdrawal of armed forces in January 2022, conflict-related 
displacement is still prevalent in the region. West Gojam zone has the highest caseload of IDPs in the region, constituting over 
a third (34%) of IDPs, all of whom were displaced by conflict. Overall, conflict-related displacement rose in Wag Himra zone by 
+26,662 IDPs since the last round. North Wollo zone also saw an increase of +11,055 IDPs reporting conflict as the main cause 
of displacement while in East Gojam zone there was an increase of +1,311 IDPs displaced due to conflict. Conflict displaced a 
total of 558,352 IDPs (99.8%), while social tension and landslides displaced a total of 1,105 IDPs (0.2%). Just over half (50.9%) 
of IDPs mainly in West Gojam and North Gonder zones have been displaced between 1 and 4 years. The remaining 48.7% 
have been displaced under one year and 0.4% of IDPs have been displaced over five years.

*Rounded from 99.8%
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Figure 7: Displacement figures for Benishangul Gumz region based on Site Assessment round 30.
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22,598 households comprising 118,955 IDPs were identified in 59 sites in Benishangul Gumz region. The region 
was largely inaccessible due to insecurity in rounds 28 and 29, which has contributed to the increase of +90,883 
IDPs since round 29 (March — April 2022). Previously, insecurity in the region hampered data collection in Metekel 
zone. In this round, a total of 104,288 IDPs were covered in 37 sites in Metekel zone, to which the increase in IDP 
numbers since the last round can be attributed. Kemashi zone and Mao Komo Special woreda still remained 
uncovered this round due to security concerns. Security concerns also prevented data collection in another 27 
sites across eight woredas and two sites were uncovered due to road inaccessibility, indicating that displacement 
figures for Benishangul Gumz region should be higher. Conflict was the primary cause of displacement for an 
estimated 118,955 IDPs, or 100% of the displaced population. 87.8% of IDPs mainly in Metekel and Assosa zones 
have been displaced between 1 and 4 years. The remaining 12.2% have been displaced under one year.

Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 118,955 IDPs (100%)
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Figure 8: Displacement figures for Dire Dawa in round 30. 
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Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 570 IDPs (100%)

114 households comprising 570 IDPs were identified in 1 site in Dire Dawa region. There was no change in the 
number of IDPs in the region since the previous round 29 (March — April 2022). Conflict was the primary reason 
for displacement for 570 IDPs, or 100% of the displaced population. 87.7% of the displaced population has been 
displaced between 1 and 4 years, while the remaining 12.3% of IDPs have been displaced between 1 and 4 years. 
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Figure 9: Displacement figures for Gambela region in round 30. 
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3,621 IDP households
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displacement and displaced 11,659 IDPs (57%)

Gambela

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

9,850 males 10,438 females 
49% male 51% female 
51+49FSEX

-24.47%
IDPs

3,621 households comprising 20,288 IDPs were identified in 12 sites in Gambela region. These figures represent 
a decrease of 6,573 IDPs (-24.47%) since round 29 (March — April 2022). The decrease is due to five sites that 
were inaccessible due to security concerns, specifically four sites in Lare woreda and one site in Wanthoa woreda 
which host high numbers of IDPs. Alongside these uncovered sites in Nuer zone, one site in Itang woreda was 
also uncovered due to insecurity. Seasonal floods were the main reason for displacement for an estimated 11,659 
IDPs, or 57.47% of the displaced population, pushing conflict-related displacement to the second most reported 
reason compared to the last round. The remaining 8,629 IDPs (42.53%) were displaced due to conflict. Over half 
(55.3%) of IDPs mainly in Agnuak and Nuer zones have been displaced under one year. Another 34.4% of IDPs have 
been displaced over five years, and the remaining 10.4% have been displaced between 1 and 4 years.
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Figure 10: Displacement figures for Harari region in round 30.
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IDPs

667 households comprising 3,133 IDPs were identified in 9 sites in Harari region. These figures represent an 
increase of 235 IDPs (+8.11%) since round 29 (March — April 2022). The increase in the IDP number is due to the 
inclusion of a new site. Conflict was the main reason for displacement for an estimated 3,133 IDPs, or 100% of the 
displaced population. The vast majority of the displaced population (91.6%) in Harari region have been displaced 
between 1 and 4 years and 8.4% have been displaced for over five years. 
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Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Oromia
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Oromia

-12.14% 662,677 IDPs 

520 sites covered 

124,212 IDP households

Conflict was the primary reason for 
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124,212 households comprising 662,677 IDPs were identified in 520 sites in Oromia region. Since the last round (March - 
April 2022), there has been a decrease of 91,526 IDPs in the region. One reason for this decrease is that the presence of 
unknown armed groups (UAGs) in West and Kellam Wallagas severely constricted operational access in 130 sites that were 
previously covered. Another 85 sites in Guji and West Guji zones could not be covered due to the presence of UAGs, and 
five sites in Arsi zone were uncovered due to intensified insecurity, meaning that the regional displacement total, especially 
that related to conflict, should be higher. East Bale zone saw a small amount of rain which prompted returns in the zone, 
also contributing to the decrease in IDP numbers this round. In this round, the number of IDPs in the region that reported 
drought as the primary reason for displacement dropped by 27.85% compared to round 29. Although the number of IDPs 
reporting drought-related displacement declined, this decrease is not an indication that the drought conditions are improving 
in the region. In West Guji zone for example 47% of IDPs report drought as the main factor driving displacement, and in 
West Arsi zone key informants report serious food availability concerns likely connected to the drought despite not reporting 
drought displacement. In Borena zone, the 7,050 IDPs reporting drought as the main reason for displacement are more than 
double that of the previous round (3,385 IDPs), while in Guji zone the rate at which IDPs were reporting drought-induced 
displacement rose by 0.36% compared to round 29. Conflict remained the primary reason for displacement for an estimated 
403,076 IDPs (60.83%). 138,701 IDPs (20.93%) were displaced due to other reasons*, 117,326 IDPs (17.7%) were displaced 
due to drought, 1,635 IDPs (0.25%) due to flash floods, 1,015 IDPs (0.15%) due to landslides and 924 IDPs (0.14%) due to 
seasonal floods. 41.8% of IDPs mainly in West Guji, Guji and East Wallaga zones have been displaced for less than a year. 
Another 30.3% have been displaced over five years, out of whom 18,664 IDPs have been displaced for 10 or more years. The 
remaining 27.9% of IDPs have been displaced between 1 and 4 years.

Figure 11: Displacement figures for Oromia region in round 30.
*Other reasons included displacement due to social tension, swampy land, hydropower projects and wind. 
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Figure 12: Displacement figures for Sidama region in round 30.
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Sidama

49,243 IDPs 

56 sites covered 

7,974 IDP households

Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 48,010 IDPs (98%*)

Sidama

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

24,450 males 24,793 females 
50% male 50% female 
50+50FSEX

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Sidama
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7,974 households comprising 49,243 IDPs were identified in 56 sites in Sidama region. These figures represent an 
increase of 3,813 IDPs (+8.39%) since round 29 (March — April 2022). This increase in IDP figures is mainly due to 
the full coverage of new locations in the region this round. Conflict was the primary reason for displacement for 
48,010 IDPs (97.5%), followed by flash floods which displaced 1,233 IDPs (2.5%). 77.3% of IDPs mainly in Zone 1 
have been displaced between 1 and 4 years, and the remaining 22.7% have been displaced under one year.

*Rounded from 97.5%
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Figure 13: Displacement figures for SNNP region in round 30. 15
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Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 
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49% male 51% female 
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38,030 households comprising 200,510 IDPs were identified in 265 sites in SNNP region. These figures represent 
an increase of 9,720 IDPs (+5.09%) since round 29 (March — April 2022). This increase is mainly related to the 
extension of coverage in new sites in South Omo zone where 1,790 conflict-displaced IDPs were reported. This 
represents almost triple the number of IDPs displaced due to conflict reported in the zone in the last round (685 
IDPs), while the numbers of IDPs displaced due to seasonal or flash floods in South Omo zone have stayed at 
similar levels since round 28 (December 2021 — February 2022). In addition, the opening of two sites in South 
Omo zone and Ale Special woreda in mid-June contributed to the increases in IDPs reported. A total of 10 sites 
in SNNP region were inaccessible due to insecurity and road accessibility. Conflict continues to be the primary 
reason for displacement for 107,895 IDPs (53.8%). Flash floods displaced 41,419 IDPs (20.7%), seasonal 
floods displaced 30,089 IDPs (15%) and landslides displaced 21,107 IDPs (10.5%). 62.5% of IDPs mainly in South 
Omo and Hadiya zone have been displaced between 1 and 4 years. Another 23.3% have been displaced under 
one year, and 14.2% of IDPs have been displaced for over five years.
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Figure 14: Displacement figures for Somali region in round 30.
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167,452 households comprising 1,008,773 IDPs were identified in 519 sites in Somali region. These figures represent a 
decrease of 18,551 IDPs (-1.81%) since round 29 (March — April 2022). This decrease was largely due to the fact that IDPs 
have left 11 sites mainly in Shabelle, Doolo and Korahe zones in search of access to basic assistance and other services. Due 
to operational constraints 11 sites in Qubi and Mayumuluqo woredas in Erer zone were uncovered. In Afder zone there was 
an increase of +11,550 IDPs displaced due to drought since the last round, and in Nogob zone it was +8,484 IDPs. Despite 
these increases at the zonal level, on the regional level drought-related displacement decreased by -0.43% compared to the 
previous round. Conflict-related displacement rose in Dawa zone by +14,208 IDPs, and in Afder zone by +11,860 IDPs, despite 
the fact that on a regional level displacement due to conflict contracted by -2.86% compared to the last round. Overall, 
conflict was the main reason for displacement and displaced an estimated 511,936 IDPs (50.7%), while drought displaced 
411,229 IDPs (40.8%), seasonal floods displaced 62,502 IDPs (6.2%) and flash floods displaced 23,106 IDPs (2.3%). 42% of IDPs 
across 158 sites mainly in Dawa, Liben and Fafan zones have been displaced between 1 and 4 years. A little over half (50.7%) 
of IDPs mainly in Fafan, Siti and Liben zones have been displaced over five years, out of whom 7,500 IDPs have been 
displaced for over 10 years. The remaining 29.9%  have been displaced between 1 and 4 years and 19.4% were displaced 
within the last year.
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South West 
Ethiopia 
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29 sites covered 
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Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 15,329 IDPs (87%)

South West Ethiopia Peoples

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 
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Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in South West Ethiopia Peoples
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3,359 households comprising 17,570 IDPs were identified in 29 sites in South West Ethiopia Peoples region. There 
was an increase of 974 IDPs (+5.87%) since round 29 (March — April 2022). This can be partly attributed to the 
coverage of four new sites in Konta zone where landslides prompted higher levels of displacement. Compared to 
the last round where 610 IDPs reported landslides as the main cause of displacement, in this round, 2,241 IDPs 
were displaced due to landslides (+2.67%). Two sites in Maji woreda in Mirab Omo zone were inaccessible due to 
insecurity. Overall, conflict was the primary cause of displacement for an estimated 15,329 IDPs, or 87.25% of the 
displaced population, followed by landslides which displaced 2,241 IDPs (12.75%). The majority of IDPs (82.6%) 
have been displaced between 1 and 4 years, mostly in Sheka and Bench Sheko zones, while the remaining 10.8% 
have been displaced for over five years. 6.6% of IDPs mainly in Konta zone were displaced within the last year. 

Figure 15: Displacement figures for South West Ethiopia Peoples region in round 30.
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KEY FINDINGS — VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY 

1,995,808 returning IDPs*
(456,120 households)

1,662 villages covered  

Population Breakdown & Initial Causes of Displacement 

11,027 returned migrants 

46 inaccessible villages 

+20% increase in returning IDPs
(There were 1,661,346 returning
IDPs in VAS round 12*)

706,096 host community 
members (164,138 households) 

20,265 returning IDPs (1%) were initially 
displaced by seasonal floods in 23 villages

3

1,920,632 returning IDPs (96.2%)  were 
initially displaced by conflict in 1,575 villages

1

Other reasons for initial displacement were flash floods (13,211 returning IDPs), landslides (3,439 returning IDPs) and fire (737 
returning IDPs).

984,932 males 1,065,155 females 
48% male 52% female 

SEX
Returning

IDPs

19

2
37,524 returning IDPs (1.9%) were initially 
displaced by drought in 35 villages 

Top 3 Reasons for Primary Displacement 

9,607

VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY
(NUMBER OF RETURNING IDPS)

84,808

30,538

1,020

74,072

118,232

-

19,943

-

25,450

1,632,138

1,995,808

AFAR

SOUTH WEST ETHIOPIA PEOPLES

SOMALI

SNNP

SIDAMA

OROMIA

HARARI

GAMBELA

DIRE DAWA

BENISHANGUL GUMZ

AMHARA

GRAND TOTAL

REGION

National Return Caseload Overview

* The Village Assessment survey (VAS) had a higher coverage this round. The VAS was not carried out in Tigray region this round
due to a persisting lack of cash and fuel in the region.
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METHODOLOGY Data collection period: 
24 May — 8 July 2022

Coverage of this round

1,662  Villages 

697 Kebeles

115 Woredas

33 Zones

9 Regions 
For round 13 of VAS, a total of 46 villages could not be 
accessed. 27 villages were inaccessible due to insecurity 
issues mainly in Konso, Amaro Special Woreda, Itang 
Special Woreda, Mirab Omo, East Wallaga and Arsi zones. 
19 villages could not be reached due to road inaccessibility 
mainly in North Shewa, Agnuak, South Wollo and Bench 
Seko zones.

46 Inaccessible Villages

20

The Village Assessment Survey (VAS) was used for the 
first time in IOM Ethiopia in July 2019 in response to the 
government-led return movement in an effort to capture 
return trends and sectoral needs in areas reporting high 
return concentrations. This is the 13th round of VAS data 
collection. 

VAS targets villages with reported returns equal to or 
greater than 20 returning IDP households that returned 
from 1 January 2021, and collects demographic data on 
returning IDPs, returned migrants and host community 
members. The purpose of VAS is to assess the capacity 
of villages to absorb returns through the availability of 
services with a focus on livelihoods and reintegration. 

DTM works closely with national, zonal and woreda level 
officials who serve as key informants in identifying villages 
with high returns. At the village level, DTM collects its 
data through focus group discussions, key informants and 
through direct observation. Focus groups are made up of 

7 individuals whereby each focus group must comprise 2 
individuals over the age of 65 years of age, 1 individual 
under 18 years of age, 2 females and at least 1 government 
official (i.e. kebele administrator, village leader etc.). 
In villages where they are present, all 3 population 
categories, namely returning IDPs, returned migrants 
and host community members must also be represented 
in the focus group. This lower limit of 7 individuals is 
employed to ensure that COVID-19 prevention measures, 
such as social distancing, can be observed. DTM teams 
ensure that they are equipped with personal protective 
equipment (PPE) during data collection. All VAS data is 
collected in close collaboration with the Ethiopia Disaster 
Risk Management Commission (EDRMC). All data is 
electronically collected through survey forms designed in 
Kobo. The data collection period for this round of VAS was 
24 May to 8 July 2022.
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Figure 16: The returning IDP caseload in Ethiopia based on data collected from June to July 2022 from the Village Assessment 
Survey. Note that due to the greater IDP caseload, data collection in Amhara and Oromia began in May 2022.

21*Due to the greater IDP caseload, data collection in Amhara and Oromia regions began in May 2022.

According to the data collected primarily between 
June and July 2022*, there were an estimated 2 
million returning IDPs (456,120 households) across 1,662 
villages in Ethiopia. The increase in the number of 
returning IDPs can be attributed to the increase in 
coverage this round, especially in villages in Amhara 
region.

The largest returning IDP caseload is in Amhara 
region with an estimated total of 1,632,138 
returning IDPs (392,679 households), as captured 
through the coverage of 1,223 villages. Amhara 
witnessed an increase of 226,181 returning IDPs 
(+16.1%). Conflict was the cause of initial displacement 
for almost all returning IDPs in Amhara region 
(1,631,468 returning IDPs or 99.96%).

The region hosting the second largest number of 
returning IDPs is Oromia region with an estimate 
of 118,232 returning IDPs (20,112 households) 
across 106 villages. Six villages could not be covered 
due to road inaccessibility and security issues in Arsi 

and East Wallaga zones. Conflict was the primary 
reason for initial displacement for returning IDPs in 71 
villages (68.26%) in Oromia region, followed by 
drought which was the initial reason for 
displacement for almost a third of returning IDPs in 
35 villages (31.74%).

Afar region hosts the third highest number of 
returning IDPs with an estimated 84,808 returning 
IDPs (14,263 households). There was an increase of 
9,292 returning IDPs (+12.3%) since the previous round. 
Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in 92 villages (96.54%). 

The gender breakdown for  returning  IDPs is 984,932 
males (48%) and 1,065,155 females (52%). Conflict was 
the primary initial cause of displacement for 1.92 million 
returning IDPs (96.2%). Drought was the second 
most cited initial cause of displacement (37,524 
or 1.9% of returning IDPs), whereas in the last 
round seasonal floods were the second most 
common reported initial cause of displacement 
(affecting 22,107 returning IDPs or 1.3%). 
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Figure 17: Returning IDP figures for Afar in VAS round 13.

22
** This is the sixth round of Village Assessment Survey carried out in Afar region. 

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Afar

84,808 returning IDPs 
(14,263 households) 

96 villages 
covered

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in 92 villages (97%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

Afar 

14,263 households comprising 84,808 returning IDPs were identified in 96 villages in Afar region. These figures 
represent an increase of 9,292 returning IDPs (+12.3%) since the previous round 12 (March – April 2022). This 
increase is partially due to the closure of a number of IDP sites in Kilbati (Zone 2), spontaneous and government-
led returns, as well as increased coverage in the zone which was inaccessible the previous round due to insecurity. 
In the previous round villages in Zone 2 (Kilbati) were not included, contributing to the increase in returning IDPs 
observed in Afar region. Despite the increase in returns to Kilbati (Zone 2), Fenti (Zone 4) continues to be the 
zone with the highest concentration of returning IDPs. One village in Fenti (Zone 4) was not covered due to road 
inaccessibility difficulties. Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for returning IDPs in 92 villages 
(96.5%) followed by flash floods in four villages (3.5%).
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23

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Amhara

1,632,138 returning IDPs 
(392,679 households) 

1,223 villages 
covered

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in 1,222 villages (100%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

Amhara 

782,946 males 849,192 females 
48% male 52%  female 
52+48FSEX

587,249 host community
members (142,763 households)

Amhara
10,977 returned 
migrants 
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392,679 households comprising 1,632,138 returning IDPs were identified in 1,223 villages in Amhara region. These 
figures represent an increase of 226,181 returning IDPs (+16.1%) since the previous round 12 (March – April 2022). 
Large swaths of eastern Amhara have seen generally high numbers of returning IDPs. The increase is due to the 
expansion of coverage in South Wollo, North Wollo and North Shewa zones where 119 new villages were assessed. 
South Wollo saw the highest increase of +130,608 returning IDPs (+45%) which is consistent with the increase in 
assessment coverage in the zone. Oromia zone reported the highest percentage increase in returning IDPs with a 
+147% increase, or 77,975 returning IDPs. Road inaccessibility hampered data collection in 11 villages in Amhara 
region, mainly in North Shewa zone. Conflict was the main cause of initial displacement for a majority of returning 
IDPs in 1,222 villages (100%) followed by flash foods in one village (<1%).
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Figure 18: Returning IDP figures for Amhara in VAS round 13.
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Figure 19: Returning IDP figures for Benishangul Gumz in VAS round 13.

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Benishangul Gumz
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Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in 37 villages (100%)  
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5,520 households comprising 25,450 returning IDPs were identified in 37 villages in Benishangul Gumz region. 
These figures represent an increase of 21,098 returning IDPs since round 12 (March – April 2022). This increase 
can be attributed to the fact that villages across Metekel zone that could not be assessed in the previous two 
rounds due to insecurity were covered in this round. However, villages in Kemashi zone remain uncovered. 
Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for returning IDPs in all 37 villages (100%).
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*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Figure 20: Returning IDP figures for Gambela  in VAS round 13.

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Gambela

19,943 returning IDPs 
(3,941 households) 

22 villages 
covered

Seasonal flooding was the main reason for initial displacement 
for returning IDPs in 22 villages (100%)  
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3,941 households comprising 19,943 returning IDPs were identified in 22 villages in Gambela region. This represents 
a decrease of 1,492 returning IDPs (-7%) since the previous round 12 (March — April 2022). Road inaccessibility 
restricted access in three villages in Agnuak zone while insecurity hampered data collection in three villages in 
Itang Special woreda bringing down the regional figure for returning IDPs. Seasonal floods were the main cause of 
initial displacement for all returning IDPs in 22 villages (100%).
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Figure 21: Returning IDP figures for Oromia region in VAS round 13.
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Oromia

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Oromia
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(20,112 households) 

106 villages 
covered

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in 71 villages (68%)  
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20,122 households comprising 118,232 returning IDPs were identified in 106 villages in Oromia region. The 
substantial increase of +110,096 returning IDPs in Oromia region can be attributed to several interlinked factors. 
In East Wallaga zone, 65 new villages with returning IDPs were covered this round. East Wallaga zone accounts 
for two thirds (66%) of the assessed returning IDP population in Oromia region, most of whom are concentrated 
in Guto Gida and Sibu Sire woredas. Another reason for the increase in returning IDPs was the small amount of 
rain that prompted 40,024 returning IDPs to return to East Bale zone, particularly to Dawe Serer woreda. Despite 
the rainfall, key informants report a continued lack of access to food, water and necessities. East Bale zone was 
not assessed in the previous round. Overall, six villages in Arsi and East Wallaga zones were inaccessible due to 
insecurity. Conflict was the main cause of initial displacement for a majority of returning IDPs in 71 villages (68.3%) 
followed by drought in 35 villages (31.7%).
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Figure 22: Returning IDP figures for Sidama region in VAS round 13.
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*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Sidama

9,607 returning IDPs 
(2,436 households) 

14 villages 
covered

Flash floods were the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in 14 villages (100%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

Sidama 

No change

4,803 males 4,804 females 
50% male 50%  female 

7.2%

15.1%

4.1%

5.1%

7.9%

8.2%

2.3%

7.3%

15.9%

4.1%

5.4%

7%

8.1%

2.3%

0  T O  4

5  T O  1 4

1 5  T O  1 7

1 8  T O  2 4

2 5  T O  3 5

3 6  T O  5 9

6 0 +

Male Female

50+50FSEX

5,194 host community  
members (1,037 households)

SidamaSidama

2,436 households comprising 9,607 returning IDPs were identified in 14 villages in Sidama region. There was no 
change in the number of returning IDPs assessed in the region between the previous and current round of data 
collection. Returning IDPs in Sidama region continue to be fairly equally split between Hwassa Ketema Astedader 
zone (56%) and Zone 1 (44%). Flash floods were the main initial reason for displacement for all returning IDPs in 
14 villages (100%).
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*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Figure 23: Returning IDP figures for SNNP region in VAS round 13.

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in SNNP
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11,457 households comprising 74,072 returning IDPs were identified in 73 villages in SNNP region. There wasThere was 
a decrease of 31,013a decrease of 31,013 returning IDPs, which can be attributed to the fact that 15 villages in Konso zone were 
inaccessible due to insecurity. Despite this, Konso zone continued to have the highest concentration of returning Despite this, Konso zone continued to have the highest concentration of returning 
IDPs in the region, with 45,336 returning IDPs (61%), most of whom were assessed in Segen Zuria woreda. ThisIDPs in the region, with 45,336 returning IDPs (61%), most of whom were assessed in Segen Zuria woreda. This 
indicates that the number of returning IDPs in the area is likely higher. Insecurity prevented data collection in 17indicates that the number of returning IDPs in the area is likely higher. Insecurity prevented data collection in 17 
villages, mainly in Konso zone. Conflict wasvillages, mainly in Konso zone. Conflict was the primary reason for initial displacement for returning IDPs in 64 
villages (96.8%), followed by landslides in six villages  (1.8%), fire in two villages (1%) and seasonal flooding in one 
village (<1%).
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Figure 24: Returning IDP figures for Somali region in VAS round 13.
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*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Somali
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180 households comprising 1,020 returning IDPs were identified in 3 villages in Somali region. There was a decrease 
of 258 returning IDPs (-20.2%) since the previous round 12 (March — April 2022) in Liben zone.. Conflict was the 
main initial reason for displacement for returning IDPs in all three villages (100%).
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Figure 25: Returning IDP figures for South West Ethiopia Peoples region in VAS round 13.
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*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in South West Ethiopia Peoples

30,538 returning IDPs 
(5,532 households) 

88 villages 
covered

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in 86 villages (93%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*
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5,532 households comprising 30,538 returning IDPs were identified in 88 villages in South West Ethiopia Peoples 
region. There was an increase of 558 returning IDPs (+2%) since the previous round 12 (March — April 2022).. 
The increase is due to the coverage of villages in Guraferda woreda in Bench Sheko zone which were previouslyThe increase is due to the coverage of villages in Guraferda woreda in Bench Sheko zone which were previously 
inaccessible due to road inaccessibility. Two villages in Bench Sheko zone and one village in Keffa zone wereinaccessible due to road inaccessibility. Two villages in Bench Sheko zone and one village in Keffa zone were 
uncovered due to inaccessible road conditions. uncovered due to inaccessible road conditions. Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for returning 
IDPs in 86 villages (93%), while landslides were the main reason for initial displacement for returning IDPs in two 
villages (7%). 
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