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NIGER - OVERVIEW
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The main change reported this month has been
the closure of the border between Niger and
Libya. This closure has made more difficult, and in
some cases prevented, movements of passengers
in the borders between Niger and Libya according
to reports. From reports it appears that the
border will remain closed and will not be able to
be used for migration movements. The migration
routes currently observed cover much of the
Agadez region so there are still movements
ongoing however further analysis is needed to
understand how things are will progress.

PROFILE OF PERSONS OBSERVED AT THE FLOW MONITORING 
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NIGER – FLOW MONITORING POINTS
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NIGER – MIGRANT PROFILES

Migrants crossing Séguédine use the migratory route from Niger to Libya. There is a diversity of
nationalities of West Africa in this migration profile. In 2016, this road was the largest transit
point for migrants who had traveled through Niger. Since the increase in security controls
following the government’s decree on migration in October 2016, the direct route is much less
used by migrants and their accompanying carriers. Thus, the evaluations have made it possible
to understand that the roads used are much more fragmented and migrants are afraid of going
through Séguédine in order to avoid interception. As a result, new roads bypassing villages and
transit points have been identified.

The Arlit monitoring point is the main route used by migrants leaving, transit or returning from
Algeria. This road has been used for trade between Algeria and Niger. There are many
movements of Nigeriens who make a circular migration with Algeria. However, there are also
migrants from other nationalities who travel through Arlit to Algeria, and preliminary reports
suggest that there is a route through Algeria to return to Libya, but this issue has not yet been
verified. In addition, the road crossing Niger towards Algeria also crosses the town of
Tchintabaraden before reaching the Algerian border, bypassing Arlit. It should be pointed out at
this level that the road from Tchintabaraden to the Algerian border is less long and perilous than
the road through Séguédine to reach Libya.

Men, mainly between 18 and 40, represent 96% of the observed migrants transiting through
Séguédine in 2017. Over 1700 minors(accompanied and unaccompanied) have been observed
using this route. In accordance with IOM’s data protection principles, further information on
protection cases is available on request.

Men, mainly between 18 and 40, represent 94% of the observed migrants transiting through Arlit
in 2017. Over 1050 minors (accompanied and unaccompanied) have been observed using this
route. In accordance with IOM’s data protection principles, further information on protection
cases is available on request.

The main nationalities recorded in
Séguédine have considerably changed
since last year (2016). In the previous
year, at the same time the flows were
much more higher, there was a large
diversity of nationalities observed
through Séguédine. Currently, it is mainly
Nigeriens that are observed transiting
through Séguédine, some few Chadians
and Sudanese have also been recorded.
This is because migrants are afraid of
going through Séguédine so as to avoid
interception; because of law enforced by
Niger authorities against irregular
migration, thus they cross the region in a
more fragmented way to avoid security
checks.

The main nationalities
observed at Arlit in 2017 are
varied. Nigeriens represent
the majority of incoming
and outgoing flows but also
migrants from Mali, Nigeria,
Guinea and Cameroon as
well as other ECOWAS
countries and Chad has
been recorded.
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NIGER – METHODOLOGY


