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About DTM’s Flow Monitoring Surveys

This report contains the findings of IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) from surveys conducted
between 08 October 2015 and 29 February 2016. This research is ongoing, and is being conducted within
the framework of IOM’s research on populations on the move through the Mediterranean and Western
Balkan Routes to Europe. The survey has been carried out by IOM field staff in Croatia since October 2015,
with the same survey interviews more recently also being conducted by field staff in Greece, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (fYROM), Serbia, Hungary, and Slovenia.

The survey gathers information about migrants’ profiles, including age, sex, areas of origin, levels of
education, key transit points on their route, cost of journey, motives, and intentions. Responses are analysed
by nationality rather than based on where the interviews were conducted for two reasons: the populations
moving through these countries are moving very quickly, and can therefore be considered part of the same
“flow”, and the same interview questions are used in all locations. Therefore, information on where interviews
have been conducted (the map above) is presented for operational purposes rather than for the purposes of
analysis.
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Methodology

This survey is conducted amongst migrants and refugees as they transit from Greece through the Western Balkan
Route to Slovenia, in locations of entry, transit, and exit where IOM already has a presence and assists with other
activities, such as registration, referrals, or orientation. The questionnaire contains 16 multiple choice questions
translated into Arabic, Dari, Pashtu, Urdu, French and Farsi. Respondents are approached in an ad hoc manner
by IOM field staff, with those who give their consent to be interviewed proceeding with the remainder of the
questions. This may constitute a selection bias, since those willing to respond tend to be young adult males who
are confident enough to be interviewed in a public space, and who speak some English. Not all locations where
interviews are conducted dispose of translators, and although the interview forms are translated, in practice many
interviews are by necessity initiated by field staff striking up a basic conversation in English. Therefore, the
sample obtained with this technique is not statistically representative of the migrant population because the
individuals in the sample are not selected using a systematic random sampling technique with a pre-existing
framework.

This, however, has allowed DTM to accumulate a vast number of interviews in a short space of time. Although
this sample cannot be considered statistically representative on its own, the dataset can be further analysed
within the group (i.e., Syrian adult female or Afghan young male population etc.) once a sufficient number of
interviews per group of interest become available. The survey also enables the identification of interesting trends
worthy of further investigation, and the findings can be compared with other sources of information for a fuller
picture. For a comprehensive overview of these mixed migration flows, this analysis should be read in conjunction
with DTM’s weekly flows compilation, which provides an overview of migration flow trends and developments in
countries of first arrival and other countries along the migratory route in Europe. The data on registered arrivals is
collated by IOM through consultations with ministries of interior, coast guards, police forces, and other relevant
national authorities.

Flow Monitoring Data Analysis Overview

Between 8 October 2015 and 29 February 2016 IOM field staff in Greece, fYROM, Croatia, Slovenia and
Hungary amassed interviews with 6, 961 migrants and refugees, of which 694 people were interviewed over the
week from 16 — 29 February. Individuals of Syrian, Afghan, Iraqi, nationalities comprised 90% of all respondents.
The analysis of these three nationalities is presented in the following pages. Nationals from African countries are
analysed together due to the low numbers, rendering each separate national group from the continent statistically
insignificant.

On 19 January 2015 the authorities in countries along the Western Balkan Route, starting with fYROM and ending
with Slovenia introduced a new regulation allowing entry only to those migrants expressing their intent to seek
asylum in Germany, Austria, or, in some cases, the country they were entering. News of this new policy spread
fast amongst the migrant populations, as indicated by data collected from IOM's flow monitoring surveys. In the
2,801 interviews collected from 8 October 2015 to 19 January 2015, 62% of migrants stated that Germany or
Austria was their intended country of final destination. From 19 January 2016 to 29 February 2016, 4,160
interviews were collected, from which 87% of migrants stated Germany or Austria as their intended country of
destination. This equates to a rise of 40% in migrants who stated Germany or Austria as their intended country of
destination. Although not all countries are consistently enforcing this policy, it nevertheless has had a noticeable
effect on responses to this survey. It remains unclear whether migrants are changing their plans in accordance
with changing policies, or whether they are no longer providing accurate answers to this question.

On 18 February 2016, the Heads of Police Services of the Republic of Austria, the Republic of Slovenia, the
Republic of Croatia, the Republic of Serbia and fYROM issued a joint statement to enhance cooperation in
migration flow management and agreed on new registration procedures and conditions to cross borders. Read
the joint statement here. The measure, implemented from 21 February, had an immediate effect on the results of
the surveys. While in the week prior to 21 February 25% of survey respondents were Afghan, in the week
subsequent to this policy development, this figure decreased by 60%, so that only 10% of respondents were of
Afghan nationality.


http://www.mup.hr/UserDocsImages/topvijesti/2016/veljaca/migranti_sastanak/joint_statement.pdf
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General Trends

This section provides the analysis of associations between variables for the entire sample of 6,961 individuals
interviewed from 8 October 2015 to 29 February 2016. In order to see the relationships between various
categorical variables, chi-square tests of independence were conducted. Chi-square tests use frequency data
from a sample to evaluate the relationship between two variables. Each individual in the sample is classified on
both of the two variables, creating a two-dimensional frequency distribution matrix. Comparing the expectations
about the proportions with the observations, the tests allow to see whether the established proportions are
significant enough to conclude that there is a structural difference between two variables.

All results presented in this section are statistically significant with p value < 0.05.

Journey
Women seem to travel mor.e mlgroups as compared to men. Sex breakdown and percentage of
96% of women were travelling in groups compared to 80% of men. individuals travelling alone andin a
group
]
Alone With Group Haw total Female  mMale 80%
Female 49 1173 1222
4.01% 95.99% 100%
Male 1150 4554 5704 20%
20.18% 70.84% 100% -
Chi-sguare 183.105 P-value < 0.001 .
Alone With a group

Education

Women along the route obtained a higher level of education than men.
36% of women reported having obtained tertiary education, compared to 27% of men.

None Other Prmary Secondary Terfiary Fow otal Sex breakdown and education levels
52%
Female 55 1 194 535 447 1232
4 46% D0B%  1575% 4343%  3628% 100% Female mivsle i
36%
Male 235 3z a1 2983 1571 5722 7%
411% D56%  1575% 52.13% 27.46% 100%
Chi-square 47602  P-value < 0,001 e
% 4%
m == I
None Other Primary Secondary Tertiary

37% of Syrians reported having obtained tertiary education versus 23% of Iraqi and 18% of Afghans.

Nationality and levels of education
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Syrian Nationals Syrian Respondents

Between 08 October 2015 and 29 February 2016,

3,299 respondents of Syrian nationality were * 3,299 interviews conducted with Syrian
surveyed in Greece, Croatia, fYROM, Slovenia, respondents (47% of total)

Serbia and Hungary. This constitutes 47% of the total e 89% of Syrians reported departing from Syria

number of individuals surveyed.
4 e 87% of Syrians reported travelling with a

group
08 October 2015 - 29 February 2016

Demographics: Syrians

The average Syrian respondent was 28 years old. The majority of respondents were male (75%). The majority
of respondents (87%), were travelling with a group, while only 2% reported travelling alone. Out of 89% of
individuals travelling with a group, 76% reported travelling with family, while 24% reported travelling with non-
family members. Furthermore, out of 76% of those who were travelling with family, 36% reported travelling with
spouse and children, 26% reported travelling with non first line relatives, 12% with spouse, and another 12%
with parents. The remaining 14% were travelling either with children or siblings.

L Out of 87% of those travelling with a
The majority of respondents were group, the majority were travelling with
travelling with a group family members

MNon-family
24%

. Percentage of individuals and amount of money
Cost of Journey: Syrians spent of the journey

The predominant majority of the individuals (79%) reported the 79%
estimated cost of their journey from 1,000 to 5,000 USD per
person, while 12% reported paying less than 1,000 USD for the

journey.
12%
6% 0% 3%
FROM 1,000 TO LESS THAN 1,000 MORE THAN 5,000 NO COST UNKNOWN
5000 USD usD usD
Levels of Education: Syrians i envel df Eaniiion
38% of respondents reported having obtained tertiary education, giiii N o

while 46% reported having obtained a high school education,
12% reported having obtained primary school level education,
and 2% reporting not having received any formal education.

TERTIARY 38%

SECONDARY 46%

PRIMARY 12%

NONE 2%
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Countries, Governorates of Departure and Transit Routes: Syrians

The majority of respondents (89%)
reported leaving from Syria.

Among those 89% Syrians, 36% reported - , fltissaien
departing from the governorate of ,
Damascus, 21% from Aleppo, 8% from A e
Homs, 5% from Al-Hasakeh and the o
remainder from other governorates within Ll paiaia
Syria.

Ar-Raqqa

Homs

The remaining 11% reported departing
from other countries, notably Turkey (8%,

Lebanon (2%), and Jordan (1%). Damascus  Rural Damascus
Glinek e No. of Individuals
As-Sweida 9-62
62 - 225
225 - 1059
Governorates of departure within Syria
0
8% 89%

2%

1%

Transit routes of Syrian respondents

The majority of migrants and refugees travelled through the same or similar countries. This variable is affected
by the locations where interviews took place.

63% of the respondents reported leaving from Syria travelled through Turkey, and Greece, followed by the
Western Balkans. The average number of days for this route was 23 days, with a median of 12 days.

Another 19% of respondents leaving from Syria travelled through Lebanon, Turkey, and Greece, followed by
the Western Balkans. The average number of days for this route was 21 days, with a median of 12 days.

The majority of those Syrian respondents who departed from Turkey (93%) travelled to Greece and the
Western Balkans. This trip took on average 20 days, with a median of 12 days.
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Afghan Nationals Afghan Respondents
Between 8 October 2015 and 29 February 2016, 1,711 ¢ 1,711 interviews conducted with
respondents of Afghan nationality were surveyed in Afghan respondents (25% of total)
Greece, Croatia, fYROM, Slovenia, and Hungary, which
constitutes 25% of the total number of individuals
surveyed.

e 92% of Afghans reported departing
from Afghanistan

o 82% of Afghans reported travelling
with a group

08 October 2015 - 29 February 2016
Demographics: Afghans

The average Afghan respondent was 24 years old. The predominant majority of this sample was male (89%).
The majority of Afghan respondents (82%) were travelling with a group, while 18% reported travelling alone.
Furthermore, out of 82% of the individuals travelling with a group, 61% of respondents reported travelling with
family, while 39% reported travelling with non-family members. Furthermore, out of 61% of those who were
travelling with family, 33% reported travelling with non first line relatives, 28% reported travelling with spouse
and children, 16% reported travelling with parents only, while 10% reported travelling with a spouse only. The
remaining 13% were travelling either with siblings or children.

The majority of respondents Out of 82% of those travelling with a

were travelling with a group group, tr]e majo_rity were travelling
with family members

Non-
family
39%

Cost of Journey: Afghans Percentage of individu;l]s;aii::lr:?yount of money spent of
The predominant majority of the individuals (72%) 7%

reported the estimated cost of their journey from 1,000 to

5,000 USD per person, while 17% reported paying more

than 5,000 USD for the journey.

17%

5%
1% 5%

FROM 1,000 TO LES5 THAN 1,000  MORE THAN 5,000 NO COST UNKNOWN
5,000 USD usD usD

Levels of Education: Afghans
Levels of Education

19% of Afghans reported having obtained tertiary
education, against 52% reported having obtained a high
school education, 22% reported having obtained a SECONDARY 52%
primary school level education, and 7% reported not
having received any formal education

TERTIARY 18%

PRIMARY 2%

MOMNE 7%
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Countries, Provinces of Departure and Transit Routes: Afghans

The predominant majority of respondents
(92%) reported departing from Afghanistan.

Among those 92% Afghans, 30% reported
departing from the province of Kabul, 10%
from Hirat, 6% from Balkh, another 6% from
Ghazni, and the remainder from other
provinces within Afghanistan.

The other 8% reported departing from other

countries, notably Iran (6%) and Turkey
(1%).

92%

1%

6%

No. of Individuals
2-50
50 - 163
163 - 478

TURKMENISTAN

Badghis

Hirat

Farah

Hilmand

Nimroz

Transit routes of Afghan respondents

TAJIKISTAN
UZBEKISTAN

Jawzjan Badakhshan

S Kunduz Takhar

Samangan
Baghlan

Sar-e-Pul Panjsher
Nuristan

Parwan Kapisa Kuna

Bamyan
Laghman

Kabul

Wardak Nangarhar

Ghor Logar
Daykundi
Lo Paktya

Ghazni Khost

Uruzgan
Paktika

Kandahar
PAKISTAN

INDIJ

Provinces of departure within Afghanistan

The majority of migrants and refugees travelled through the same or similar countries. This variable is affected by

the locations where interviews took place.

56% of the respondents leaving from Afghanistan travelled through Iran, Turkey, and Greece, followed by the
Western Balkans. The average number of days for this route was 25 days, with a median of 20 days.

Another 10% of respondents leaving from Afghanistan travelled through Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, Greece followed
by the Western Balkans. The average number of days for this route was also 25 days, with a median of 20 days.

An alternative and popular route that respondents leaving from Afghanistan used went through Pakistan, Iran,
Turkey, Bulgaria and the Western Balkans. 4% of the respondents used this route. It took them an average of 26

days to reach Europe, and a median of 22 days.
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Iraqi Nationals Iragi Respondents

Between 8 October 2015 and 29 February 2016, 1,267 e 1,267 interviews conducted with
respondents of Iraqi nationality were surveyed In Greece, Iraqi respondents (18% of total)
fYROM, Croatia, Slovenia and Hungary. Iragis comprised «  95% of Iraqis reported departing

18% of the total number of Individuals surveyed. from Iraq

e 87% of Iraqis reported travelling
with a group

08 October 2015 - 29 February 2016

Demographics: Iraqis

The average Iraqgi respondent was 29 years old. The predominant majority of respondents were male (86%).The
majority of respondents (87%), were travelling with a group, while only 13% reported travelling alone. Out of
89% of the respondents travelling with a group, 75% reported travelling with a family, while 25% reported
travelling with non-family members. Furthermore, out of 73% of those who were travelling with family, 44%
reported travelling with spouse and children, 21% reported travelling with non first line relatives, while 10%
reported travelling with parents only. The remaining 25% reported either only travelling with their spouse or
children.

Out of 87% of those travelling with
a group, the majority were travelling
with family members

The majority of respondents were
travelling with a group

Non-
family
25%

. Percentage of individuals and amount of money spent of
Cost of Journey: Iraqis the journey

The predominant majority of the individuals (80%) 80%

reported the estimated cost of their journey from 1,000
to 5,000 USD per person, while 10% reported paying
more than 5,000 USD for the journey.

7% 10%
memn TN i -
FROM 1,000 TO 5000 LESS THAN 1,000  MORE THAN 5,000 NO COST UNKNOWN

UsD UsD usD
Levels of Education: Iragis Levels of Education
23% of respondents reported having obtained tertiary TERTIARY 245
education, while 60% reported having obtained a high

PRIMARY 143%

school education, 13% reported having obtained a
primary school level education, and 4% reported not NONE 2%

having received any formal education.
SECONDARY 8%
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Countries, Governorates of Departure and Transit Routes: Iragis

The majority of respondents (95%) reported TURKEY
leaving from Iraq. Among those 95% lIraqis, _
28% reported departing from the governorate il

of Baghdad, 21% from Ninewa, 10% from Sulaymaniyah

Sulaymaniyah, 7% from Kirkuk and the re- = T o

mainder from other governorates. Salan al-Din FRAN (I BEARIC BERUBEICOF)

Diyala

Dahuk

The remaining 4% reported departing from o S

other countries, notably Turkey (4%) and  ,oroau Kerbela Pyt Weosh
Syl’la (1 %) Qadissiya Missan

Najaf Thi-Qar

No. of Individuals s Sasrah
3-38

38 -118
118 - 336

SAUDI ARABIA

KUWAIT

Governorates of departure within Iraq

95%

4%

Transit routes of Iraqis respondents

The majority of migrants travelled through the same or similar countries. This variable is affected by the
locations where interviews took place.

86% of the respondents leaving from Iraq travelled through Turkey, Greece, followed by the Western Balkans to
reach Europe. The average number of days for this route was 17 days, with a median of 12 days.

Another 3% of respondents leaving from Iraq travelled through Turkey, Bulgaria, followed by the Western
Balkans. The average number of days for this route was also 14 days, with a median of 12 days.

The majority of respondents leaving directly from Turkey (93%) travelled directly to Greece and the Western
Balkans. This trip took on average 16 days, with a median of 12 days.
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Nationals from African Countries

Between 8 October 2015 and 29 February 2016, 281 respondents of African nationalities were surveyed in
Greece, Croatia, Serbia, FYROM, Slovenia and Hungary. This constitutes 4% of the total number of
individuals surveyed. This group is analysed together due to the low numbers, rendering each separate
national group from the continent statistically insignificant.

The majority of respondents were

Demographics: Nationals from African Countries e
travelling with a group

The average African respondent was 27 years old. The predominant
majority of respondents were male (95%).

‘With group
38%

The majority of respondents (62%) were travelling alone, while 38%
reported travelling with a group.

Countries of Departure: Nationals from African Countries Country of Departure

The majority of the respondents (53%) reported departing from Morocco,
while 10% reported departing from Algeria.

The remaining 37% reported departing from other countries. 7% —
53%

Algeria
10%

Cost of Journey: Nationals from African Countries

The predominant majority of the individuals (80%) reported the estimated cost of their journey from 1,000 to
5,000 USD per person, while 10% reported paying less than 1,000 USD for the journey.

Percentage of individuals and amount of money spent of

the journey
BO%
10%
5% 29 395
L S
FROM 1,000 TO 5000 LESS THAN 1,000  MORE THAN 5,000 NO COST UNENOWMN
UsD UsD UsD

Overleaf Annex: This version of the survey was rolled out in all countries until 29 February 2016.
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1. Have you already participated in this survey? ¢ 5\4»\)33\ Y ‘_,’A :\SJ\.&A\ Sl e Ja
a. Yes b. No Y. o ) ’;:J,/
1.1 If yes, specify country | 1.2 Location cj}d\ [ OS] Al das prd Ay calk )
2. Nationality douiall
3. Sex wal)
a. Male b. Female ] )SJ\
4. Age yazll
5. Level of education adaill (g giua
a. None b. Primary YEPN i Z\M\JJ_G ?L'j"‘ _):\s\
c. Secondary d. Tertiary (sl 34 ) Wle A jo 0 alan) Al oo
6.1 Who are you travelling with? ¢ 8l (e o
a. Alone b. With a group @)m X Lﬁh)]\
6.2 If with a group (Ao gana ae ) AlaY) il 1)
a. Non-family/non- b. Family/relatives Al @ HEY e Y e e
relatives

6.3 If with family/relatives CUBY) e Al Y) Cuils )
a. With spouse and chil- | b. With spouse only Lasd da 5 3 ae LWl 5 ds 5 3l aa
S_r(\e/\r/]ith children only d. With parent only (L&,q;\ j\) L'):ml\jl\ & Laad o LyYy) &
e. With other relatives (non first line) oAl ol
7. From where did you depart? (usual residence be- ( o) dalaiall paas (?mﬁ ) e -3 palaall a8 ALY 8.
fore departure) Al
7.1 Country 7.2 Location @}d\ [ O&adl ALy
7.3. If country of dep:artur.e (usuaI.rt.esidence) is differ- doaallfall) e dalida (Z_Q&Y\ aly gql_c) 3 )abeall aby il
sty oforgr et | 000 51 315 s o
residence) (48 aly sale)
a.1-2years b. 2 -3 years i 3 (A Ot (e Ot A (ya
c. more than 3 years O 3 (e S
8. Did you stay in a Refugee (or been registered as By s yial cus jlll o xS PEEON ‘53 LY Gl B Ja
;if:ag,ii)r;); IDP camp more than one month before ?«ﬂ'j)a\ju d—é )-G—‘:‘ uj‘:
a. Yes b. No Y. o pesiy
9. Why did you leave? 5 )aleall <y y3 1AL
a. Natural disasters Jaanda &) €
b. War/conflict/insecurity/political reasons Al G/l e\q:_}\/&\_c\j}/ QA
c. Economic reasons Aalai) Gl 7
d. Limited access to basic services Aol Alaadll 3 g Jgaa g,
e. Limited access to humanitarian services Al Glaadll dgana J g, )
e. Other s Al
10. When did you leave? fo e S
a. Less than 2 weeks ago | b. Between 2 weeks and el 338 N e sl G Cre sual (e Ji a8

3 months ago

c. Between 3 and 6 d. More than 6 months el A (e HS) g el Ada JVAEDE oy
months ago ago

e. Unknown el Y

11
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11. What are the three main transit places where you
spent the longest period? (from the most recent to
the oldest)

o) a1 T (A gl ALY ) L pund) (Sl o L
el Jodocl) i ) Al ) o) 8 5l) e ] L Caguiad
( A8V CanY)

11.1.1 COUNTRY 1 11.1.2 Location

1aLd)

&dsall [ Sl

11.1.3 Departure date (Year/Month/Day)

(M\/M\/e)ﬂ\) SJJU.A” C..i)\.}

11.1.4 Number of days spent in the transit country

ol b g LY 2

11.1.5 Main mode of transport to leave the country

ALY 3 jalaa deadioal) Janill dlus

a. Walk b. Boat GBS Ay e Sl
c. Land (vehicle or train) | d. Air ) o Ja5 Aol 5 aladiuly |

(a8, a3 )
11.2.1 COUNTRY 2  11.2.2 Location adsall [ gsall 2.0

11.2.3 Departure date (Year/Month/Day)

(Rl eill/a sall) 5_ylacall iy

11.2.4 Number of days spent in the transit country

ol a8 g Al LY e

11.2.5 Main mode of transport to leave the country

AL 5 _yabical Aaniioall Jiill Al

a. Walk b. Boat Bus) ?\JE‘X'\ AL G&A\
c. Land (vehicle or train) | d. Air BTN Ju ddaul PNRER R Y

(Va8 s 3 jlo)
11.3.1 COUNTRY 3 11.3.2 Location Aol [ Sl 3aldl

11.3 3.Departure date (Year/Month/Day)

(M\/)G"ﬂ\/?}d\) SJJULAM C_I)LI

11.3 4.Number of days spent in the transit country

ol b gl LY e

11.3 5.Main mode of transport to leave the country

ALY 3 jalaal deadiial) Jarill dlus

a. Walk b. Boat B Ay e Sl
c. Land (vehicle or train) | d. Air BTN Ju ddaud 4 Alaaiuly ) p

(Dt s, ko)
12. Cost of journey J‘z{\ aal dla Hl) 4K
a. No cost FRN

b. Less than 1,000 USD

Soxl ¥ 531000 e B

c. Between 1,000 and 5,000 USD

S Y52 5000 5 1000 o= =

d. More than 5,000 USD

oS Y52 5000 (e SI

e. Unknown

el Y

13. Intended country of destination

4 eladl g J g sll (555 (52 ALl

14. Do you have any relatives/family members at
country of destination?

§ L) GlIS 3 Akl 313 (e o) ) ) Ll Ja

a. Yes, first line (spouse, parent, children)

(sl cpall gl s 55 ) (oW1 An pall (g o ) (gl i ]

b. Yes, non-first line

A3 da Al (e G (S5 )8 (gal axi

c. No

B sl Y

15. If you have relatives when did they arrived to the
country of destination?

e 1Al ladl) 5 A Jﬂ\‘;g‘)\ﬁ\ chal IS
falill elly M slasg

a. Less than 6 months b. 6 months to 1 year
ago ago

Eh‘j

c. More than 1 year ago c. Unknown

el Y B e fS) 2

16. Comments

cUsa D

Flow Monitoring Survey (FMS). Please write legibly in the ANSWERING SHEET. This FORM is prepared in languages that respondent can read and
point the right answer.
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