
The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic at the beginning of 2020 has affected global and regional mobility, including mobility in 
Iran (Islamic Republic of), through various travel disruptions and restrictions. 

To better understand how the pandemic affects global mobility, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) developed an 
online tool and database to register points of entry, exit and transit - such as airports, land and blue border crossing points - where 
mobility restrictions and preparedness and response measures are in place. To support these efforts, over a period of 22 months, 
the Displacement Tracking Matrix Regional Evidence for Migration Analysis and Policy (DTM REMAP) team in Iran (Islamic Republic 
of) mapped and gathered data on the locations, statuses and restrictions at Points of Entry (PoE) in the country. The information 
gathered allows more in-depth analysis to uncover specific trends related to the locations, statuses and restrictions of PoEs in Iran 
(Islamic Republic of).

Between November and December 2021, the DTM REMAP team in Iran (Islamic Republic of) assessed 93 PoEs. The most common 
type of PoE reported was airports (47), followed by land borders (30) and blue borders (16). Internal transit points are not taken 
into account in this snapshot. At the end of December, 45 PoEs were fully operational, 43 were partially operational and two were 
fully closed.

To prevent the transmission of the COVID-19 Omicron variant, blue and land borders between the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
neighboring countries were closed. Travel from eight African and four European countries was banned, except for diplomats’ 
families and individuals with permanent residency, education, medical and business permits.
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IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)

Timeline of confirmed national COVID-19 cases (weekly change) and status of PoEs (March 2020 - December 2021) 
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Timeline of confirmed national COVID-19 cases (weekly change) and status of PoEs (March 2020 - December 2021) 
Inset graph of the last six months with country-level mobility restrictions 
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7 August 2021 
Milak border remains closed 
due to conflict in Afghanistan

6 September 2021 
Government categorizes 
246 cities as red, 144 as 
orange and 58 as yellow

4 October 2021 
Border with Pakistan was reopened in 
Taftan for businesses and students

23 November 2021 
Proof of COVID-19 
vaccination or negative PCR 
test required to travel by 
public transport and stay in 
lodging establishments

28 November 2021 
Due to the detection of Omicron 
variant, all land borders are closed to 
travelers from eight African countries

29 September 2021 
Shalamcheh border is 

open only for the return 
of Arbaʽeen pilgrims

11 August 2021
All borders with 
Afghanistan are 
openedFully closed 

Unknown status

Fully operational

Partially operational

Operational status PoE

Confirmed COVID-19 cases

Timeline COVID-19 cases

Source of confirmed COVID-19 cases: World 
Health Organization (WHO)

10 July 2021
Strict border restrictions are in 
place. Only certain government 
authorised groups are permitted 
to cross

14 August 2021
Private vehicles are 

not allowed to travel 
between cities that are 

in the red or orange 
categories 

3 July 2021
Government 

categorizes 92 
cities as red, 183 as 

orange and 173 as 
yellow

15 August 2021
All travelers entering the 
country, regardless of 
vaccination status, must 
have a negative COVID-19 
test certificate

18 July 2021
Borders with 

Afghanistan are 
closed for 5 days due 
to the upcoming Eid 

al-Adha festivity
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11 October 2021 
Trade at the Iraqi border 
resumes after a few days of 
suspension

14 October 2021 
Inche Borun land border 

with Turkmenistan 
reopened after 20 months

27 October 2021 
Iranian tourist 
visas resumed for 
Iranian and foreign 
nationals

27 December 2021 
Government 
categorizes 0 cities as 
red, 0 as orange, 53 as 
yellow and 395 as blue
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