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 Background: Population Mobility and Internal Displacement in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia faces significant internal displacement. In 2018, Ethiopia recorded the third highest number of new 
displacements worldwide, with 3,191,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) identified.¹ A significant portion of these 
displacements are conflict-induced, largely related to ethnic and border-based disputes. Old tensions such as the 
contestation of the Oromia-Somali regional border which first flared up in 2017 continue to persist, while new conflicts 
have also emerged. Conflict broke out in 2016 over the administrative designation of then Konso woreda in SNNP 
region; in 2018 Konso was formally recognized as a zone, but in the years since conflict has only continued. In April 
and later in June 2018, conflict which was aggravated by competition for land and resources broke out between Gedeo 
and Guji Oromo tribes in West Guji. It is estimated that by August 2018, 748,499 IDPs were displaced from the Gedeo-
West Guji conflict alone.² In September 2020 frequent attacks from unidentified armed groups (UAGs) on the border of 
Benishangul Gumz region led to increasing displacement to Awi zone in Amhara region. This continued to intensify and 
in January 2021 displacement reached a peak of 76,000 at its height.3 

In early November 2020, the regional party of Tigray allegedly attacked the Northern Command of Ethiopia’s National 
Defense Force in Mekelle, Tigray region, prompting a military offensive from the federal government of Ethiopia. 
Following this, conflict broke out in the North of Ethiopia resulting in significant displacement. After a change of 
administration in Tigray region at the end of June 2021, the conflict moved further south into Afar and Amhara regions 
but began to subside around January 2022. 

In mid-April 2021, conflict broke out in Ataye City Administration in North Shewa zone of Amhara region and the 
surrounding areas, which led to mass displacement in the zone. Estimated displacement following the conflict, 
according to government sources, reached 310,000 IDPs at its peak. This brought displacement in Ethiopia to 4.5 
million IDPs as of February 2022.

Ethiopia is also riddled with climate-induced displacement mainly caused by drought and floods. Beginning in 2015, 
Ethiopia faced one of the strongest onsets of El Niño, a periodic heating of the eastern tropical Pacific, which reduced 
the kiremt rainfall⁴ and successively resulted in drought in the Southern and Southeastern parts of the country.⁵ Somali 
region is particularly prone to climate induced displacement. In 2021, both the rainy seasons failed to provide sufficient 
rain to the region, which has caused a shortage of pastureland, water and food and led to an increase in pastoralists 
migrating in search of water and pasture for their livestock. According to the Somali Region Drought Response Plan 
published in December 2021, many of the early warning triggers including poor performance of rains, crop failure and 
shortage of water for both humans and animals have anecdotally been observed in the region.6 Floods are another 
major cause of climate-induced displacement. While certain areas experienced reduced rainfall, others experienced 
heavy rainfall and floods during the rainy season in many low laying areas. According to predictions from the Ethiopia 
Meteorological Agency there is a high potential for upcoming severe flooding in the lowlands, and the region continues 
to cope with the lasting impact of the damage from the overflowing of the Shabelle, Ganale, and Dawa rivers in 2020 
which damaged crops and has also contributed to food insecurity in the region.7 

1 Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, 2019. Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID) 2019 Report. Available at: http://www.inter-
nal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/2019-IDMC-GRID.pdf. 
2 Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), 2018. Ethiopia — Gedeo/West Guji Rapid Response Assessment Round 2 (11 — 23 August 2018)— Host 
Community Dataset. Available at: https://displacement.iom.int/datasets/ethiopia-%E2%80%94-gedeowest-guji-rapid-response-%E2%80%94-
host-community-dataset-%E2%80%94-site-assessment-%E2%80%94-round.  
3 Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), 2021. Ethiopia — National Displacement Report  (March - April 2021). Available at: https://displacement.
iom.int/reports/ethiopia-%E2%80%94-national-displacement-report-8-march-%E2%80%94-april-2021?close=true.
⁴ Kiremt rain is the summer rain that normally lasts between June to September. This rain is crucial for the main meher harvest.  
Conversely, the belg rain is the spring rain that usually spans between March to August.
⁵ USAID, 2016. El Niño in Ethiopia 2015 – 2016: A Real-Time Review Of Impacts And Responses. Available at: https://www.agri-learning-ethiopia.
org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/AKLDP-El-Nino-Review-March-2016.pdf. 
6 Somali Region Multi-Sector Operational Drought Response Plan, December 2021. 
7 Ibid.
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Adding to the high mobility landscape of Ethiopia is the number and rate of returns. Following the reduction in conflict 
in January 2022 in many parts of Afar and Amhara regions affected by the Northern Ethiopia Crisis, returns have begun 
which can be seen in the +422% increase in returns in Afar region and +584% increase in Amhara region in January 
and February 2022. The increase is mainly due to mass returns in North Wollo (494,317 returning IDPs), North Shewa 
(484,690 returning IDPs) and South Wollo (294,774 returning IDPs) zones in Amhara region.8 

In March 2020, the Ministry of Health confirmed the first COVID-19 case in Ethiopia. Since then, the number of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases has increased to 468,770 cases as of 1 March 2022.9 The spread of COVID-19 and regulations to curb it 
has caused unemployment and has exacerbated the food insecurity situation in the country. 

 IOM Population Observation in Ethiopia 

In order to capture population mobility and internal displacement in Ethiopia, IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix 
(DTM) is deployed to track internally displaced persons (IDPs), returning IDPs, migrants and returned migrants. IOM 
entered into partnership with the Ethiopia Disaster Risk Management Commission (EDRMC) in August 2016, and has 
since been regularly implementing DTM assessments in Ethiopia since September 2016. 

DTM tools that are active in Ethiopia, include a quarterly Site Assessment (SA) which focuses on tracking internal 
displacement and a quarterly Village Assessment Survey (VAS) aimed at tracking returns. SA covers areas where there 
are reports of 20 or more IDP households, whereas VAS covers areas where there are reportedly 5 or more returning 
IDP households. In addition, an Emergency Site Assessment (ESA) tool has been deployed to cover crises with significant 
displacement, such as the Northern Ethiopia Crisis. 

Figure 1 illustrates DTM's coverage of its SA, VAS and ESA tools. The areas in blue represent areas that were exclusively 
covered by SA, while the areas in yellow represent areas that were only covered by VAS. The areas in green represent 
areas where both SA and VAS were deployed. The areas covered in pink represent areas covered exclusively by the ESA 
round 9, while the orange represents areas covered by the ESA round 8. It should be noted that a new ESA could not 
be done in Tigray region due to the lack of fuel and cash.

8 Refer to pages 19-23 in the following report.
⁹ Ministry of Health, Ethiopia, 2021. Available at: http://www.moh.gov.et/ejcc/.  
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KEY FINDINGS — SITE ASSESSMENT & EMERGENCY SITE ASSESSMENT 

4,509,081 individuals* 890,332 households

+6% increase in IDPs since National Displacement Report 10
(where there were 4,239,636 IDPs)

Reasons for Displacement 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) — Nationwide

Other reasons for displacement included: Seasonal Floods (122,901), Flash Floods (119,807 IDPs), Landslides (22,016 IDPs), 
Swampy Lands (10,904 IDPs), Hydropower Projects (4,619 IDPs), Strong Winds (3,771 IDPs), Fire (256 IDPs) and Economic 

Factors (125 IDPs). 

1 2 3

(9%) in 225 sites (81%) in 2,184 sites (4%) in 39 sites 
420,887 drought displaced IDPs  171,727 social tension displaced IDPs 3,632,068 conflict displaced IDPs 

Site Assessment: 1,440 sites covered
Emergency Site Assessment: 1,224 sites covered 

Site Assessment: 222 inaccessible sites 
Emergency Site Assessment: 63 inaccessible sites

*The total number of internally displaced persons is collected through Site Assessment round 28 implemented in December 2021
and January 2022 in 9 regions; Emergency Site Assessment round 9 implemented in January and February 2022 in Afar and Amhara
regions and Emergency Site Assessment round 8 implemented primarily in August 2021 in Tigray region. Zone 2 in Afar region was
largely inacessible during this round of data collection due to ongoing conflict and insecurity, which has likely lowered the number
of IDPs reported for the region. DTM regained access to Benishangul Gumz region this round, but access was still limited to sites in
Assossa zone. Due to a lack of fuel and cash in Tigray region, a new round of Emergency Site Assessment could not be conducted.
Though there has not been a new round, the number of IDPs in Tigray has dropped significantly due to returns.

TOTALSITE ASSESSMENT EMERGENCY SITE ASSESSMENT

AFAR - 175,264* 175,264*

SOUTH WEST ETHIOPIA PEOPLES 18,265-18,265

SOMALI 932,568 -932,568

SNNP 198,493-198,493

SIDAMA 40,637-40,637

OROMIA - 792,686792,686

HARARI - 3,1243,124

GAMBELA 43,809-43,809

DIRE DAWA - 570570

BENISHANGUL GUMZ 26,852*-26,852*

AMHARA 462,529*462,529*-

GRAND TOTAL 4,509,0812,452,0772,057,004

TIGRAY 1,814,284*1,814,284* -
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SITE ASSESSMENT 
METHODOLOGY 

For round 28, 209 sites had insecurity issues, mainly in 
West Wallaga, East Wallaga, Guji, West Guji, Metekel and 
Kemashi zones. 10 sites were inaccessible due to road 
issues in Afder, Liban, South Omo, East Harerge, East Bale 
and Amaro Special Woreda, and 3 sites were inaccessible 
due to operational interference in East Shewa zone.

Coverage of this round
 

222 Inaccessible Sites 

3

Figure 2: The map depicts the percentage of sites  
assessed by DTM at zonal level for this round. 

1,440 Sites 
 

1,181 Kebeles  
 

295 Woredas  
 

54 Zones 
 

9 Regions 
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IOM Ethiopia employs a series of tools in its DTM. The 
present methodology refers to the Site Assessment tool 
which falls under the Mobility Tracking component of the 
DTM. Data for this tool is collected at the zonal, woreda 
and site level on a quarterly basis. Since September 2016, 
IOM Ethiopia has conducted 28 rounds of data collection. 
The DTM programme is implemented in close collaboration 
with the Ethiopia Disaster Risk Management Commission 
(EDRMC) and regional, zonal and woreda counterparts.

IOM’s DTM team is composed of 150 field enumerators, 
under the direct supervision of 15 field focal points, 
and the overall supervision of the DTM team based at 
IOM’s Addis Ababa Country Office. The data collection 
methodology is divided into three administrative levels: 

Zone level: Data is collected through interviews with key  
informants from the Disaster Risk Management Office 
(DRMO), community representatives, and the education 
and health offices. This data includes the estimated 
number of displaced individuals, a list of woredas within 
the zone that hosts displaced persons, reasons for 
displacement, time of arrival of IDPs and their locations.

Woreda level: Information is collected through key 
informants at woreda level and data collected includes 
number of displaced households and individuals at 
woreda level, site typology and approximate locations of 
identifiable displacement sites among other indicators. 
The information is used to plan the roll out of the Site 
Assessment. 

Site level: In-depth Site Assessments capture detailed 
information through focus group discussions, key informant 
interviews and direct observation. The focus group 
discussions are made up of 7 individuals comprising of male, 
female, elderly and youth IDP representatives. The Site 
Assessment is conducted at sites where there are 20 IDP 
households or more. Data on available services by sector, 
accessibility constraints, exact type, location and name of 
the site, place of origin of IDPs, estimated size and type of 
the site and most common type of shelter are captured. Age 
and gender disaggregation for the site is extrapolated using a 
demographic calculator tool based on the age range and sex 
of the household members. A total of 30 IDP households are 
sampled at each site. However, all households are sampled 
for sites where there are fewer than 30 IDP households.   

Data collection:
1 December 2021 — 7 January 2022
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OVERVIEW OF DISPLACEMENT 

According to data collected through the Site 
Assessment round 28 in December 2021 and January 
2022, the Emergency Site Assessment round 9 
conducted in Afar and Amhara regions in January and 
February 2022 and the Emergency Site Assessment 
round 8 conducted in Tigray primarily in August 
2021, 4.51 million IDPs (890,332 households) were 
internally displaced across 2,664 accessible sites in 
Ethiopia. This reflects a +6.36% increase of 269,445 
IDPs since the previous round's data collection in 
August and September 2021.

The gender breakdown of IDPs is almost equal 
with 2,216,883 males (49%) and 2,271,410 females 
(50%).* Conflict remains the primary cause of 
displacement and displaced 3.63 million IDPs (81%), 
while drought displaced 420,887 IDPs (9%), social 

tension displaced 171,727 IDPs (4%), seasonal 
floods 122,901 (3%), flash floods displaced 119,807 
IDPs (3%), landslides displaced 22,016 IDPs (<1%),  
swampy land displaced 10,904 (<1%), hydropower 
projects displaced 4,619 IDPs (<1%), strong winds 
displaced 3,771 IDPs (<1%), fire displaced 256 IDPs 
(<1%) and economic factors displaced 125 IDPs 
(<1%). There was a notable increase in displacement 
caused by drought particularly in Liban and Dawa 
zones in Somali region and in displacement caused 
by social tension especially in West Guji and Guji 
zones in Oromia region.

Factors preventing return as cited by respondents  
include damaged or destroyed houses and livelihoods 
in 1,443 sites (54%) and 1,421 sites (53%) respectively, 
followed by a lack of food in 1,259 sites (47%). 

   National Level 
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Figure 3:  The displacement caseload in Ethiopia based on data collected December 2021 to February 
2022 from the Site Assessment and Emergency Site Assessment.

*The sex and age breakdown was not collected at the beginning of the Northern Ethiopia Crisis, so the gender breakdown does 
not add up to the total number of individuals reported.
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IOM Ethiopia has been collecting data on internal  
displacement via its Site Assessment tool for 28 
rounds now. Round 20 (November-December 2019) 
and round 21 (February-March 2020) experienced 
increases in the number of IDPs to 1.73 million IDPs 
and 1.74 million IDPs respectively.

In round 22 (June-July 2020), the total number 
of IDPs increased to 1.82 million but this can be 
largely explained by the new coverage of SNNP and 
Sidama regions which captured an additional 93,982 
IDPs. There was only a marginal increase in round 
23 (August-September 2020) to 1.84 million IDPs. 
In round 24 the number of IDPs increased to 1.95 

million IDPs. In round 25 (March-April 2021), the 
total number of IDPs increased to 3.7 million. This 
increase was due to the 1.7 million IDPs displaced by 
the Northern Ethiopia Crisis and identified through 
Emergency Site Assessment (ESA) round 5. 

Since then, the number of IDPs has increased to 4.5 
million IDPs throughout the country as of round 28 
(December 2021 - January 2022), and this is inclusive 
of the 2.45 million IDPs displaced by the Northern 
Ethiopia Crisis identified through ESA round 9 
(January - February 2022) in Afar and Amhara regions 
and ESA round 8 (August 2021) in Tigray region.

Government-led return 
operations resulted in 
significant declines in 
IDP numbers in Oromia, 
Somali, SNNP, Amhara and 
Benishangul Gumz regions.

5

Figure 4: Number of IDPs identified nationwide by DTM since September - October 2019 (SA round 19). Round totals include 
displacement data captured through previously conducted Rapid Response Assessments and the ongoing Emergency Site 
Assessments.

All partners 
including 
DTM 
experienced 
major access 
challenges in 
Tigray during 
this time.

2,105,387 IDPs 
are identified by 
Emergency Site 
Assessment round 7 
to be displaced due to 
the Northern Ethiopia 
Crisis in Tigray and in 
neighbouring Afar and 
Amhara. 

2,452,077 IDPs 
are identified 
by Emergency 
Site Assessment 
round 9 in Afar 
and Amhara 
regions and 
round 8 in 
Tigray region. 

1,715,176 IDPs are 
identified by Emergency 
Site Assessment round 
5 to be displaced due to 
the Northern Ethiopia 
Crisis in Tigray and in 
neighbouring Afar and 
Amhara. 
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Figure 5: Displacement figures for Afar region based on Emergency Site Assessment round 9.
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The Emergency Site Assessment (ESA) round 9 was conducted to capture internal displacement caused by the Northern 
Ethiopia Crisis and was rolled out from 10 January — 15 February 2022. In the second half of 2021, the conflict moved 
south into Afar region, which resulted in significant displacements. Following a reduction in conflict in January 2022, returns 
began which can be seen in the reduction of IDPs captured in the round particularly in Zone 4 (Fenti). Notably, 6 woredas in 
Zone 2 (Kilbati) specifically Aba Ala, Dalol, Koneba, Berhale, Megale and Erebti were innaccessible during the round due to 
conflict, but it is likely that there are a considerable number of conflict IDPs there that could not be accessed. Afar region 
was previously covered by both the Site Assessment and the Emergency Site Assessment, but as the Northern Ethiopia Crisis 
extended south into the region in the last months of 2021 to increase operational efficiency only ESA was carried out in 
the region this round. The ESA is a multisectoral location assessment which assesses the number of IDPs and collects basic 
information on the multisectoral needs of IDPs at site level. 

Emergency Site Assessment 

175,264 IDPs* tracked by ESA 
round 9

83 sites tracked by ESA 
round 9

31,162 IDP households tracked by ESA 
round 9

Conflict displaced 106,681 IDPs in Afar 

85,194 males 90,070 females 
49% male 51% female 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Afar

51+49FSEX

*Zone 2 was largely inaccessible this round due to ongoing conflict and insecurity, which has likely artificially lowered the number of IDPs in the region.
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Figure 6: Displacement figures for Amhara region based on Emergency Site Assessment round 9. 
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The Emergency Site Assessment (ESA) round 9 was conducted to capture internal displacement caused by the Northern 
Ethiopia Crisis and was rolled out from 10 January — 15 February 2022. In the second half of 2021, conflict began to move 
south from Tigray into Amhara region, which resulted in very significant displacements in Wag Hamra, North Wollo, South 
Wollo and North Shewa zones. Many of the IDPs from Wag Hamra and North Wollo zones were first displaced to South Wollo 
zone and then as the conflict moved further south were secondarily displaced to North Shewa zone. Following a reduction in 
conflict in January 2022, returns began which can be seen in the significant reduction of IDPs captured in the round. Due to 
these mass returns, the highest concentration of IDPs is now in West Gojam zone with many IDPs originating from Metekel 
zone in Benishangul Gumz region and from East Wellega zone in Oromia region. Most of Wag Hamra zone of Amhara region 
remained inaccessible due to conflict during the round. Amhara region was previously covered by both the Site Assessment 
and the Emergency Site Assessment, but as the Northern Ethiopia Crisis extended south to increase operational efficiency 
only ESA was carried out in the region this round. The ESA is a multisectoral location assessment which assesses the number 
of IDPs and collects basic information on the multisectoral needs of IDPs at site level.

Emergency Site Assessment 

462,529 IDPs tracked 
by ESA round 9

560 sites tracked by 
ESA round 9

112,657 IDP households tracked by ESA 
round 9

Conflict displaced 461,410 IDPs in Amhara  
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233,009 males 229,520 females 
50% male 50% female 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Amhara
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displacement and displaced 26,852 IDPs (100%)
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49.05% male 50.95% female 
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6,442 households comprising 26,852 IDPs were identified in 35 sites in Benishangul Gumz region. The region 
was inaccessible in round 27, but these figures represent an increase of 25,785 IDPs since round 26 (June — 
July 2021). Attacks from unidentified armed groups in the region have led to the displacement of individuals  
in Metekel and Kemashi zones. Despite an increase in coverage, sites in Kemashi and Metekel zones could 
not be covered due to insecurity; it should be noted that the displacement figures for Benishangul Gumz 
region should be higher. Conflict was the cause of displacement for an estimated 26,852 IDPs, or 100% of 
the displaced population.
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Figure 7: Displacement figures for Benishangul Gumz region based on Site Assessment round 28.
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Figure 8: Displacement figures for Dire Dawa in round 28. 
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displacement and displaced 570 IDPs (100%)  
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114 households comprising 570 IDPs were identified in 1 site in Dire Dawa. There was a 77.12% decrease in the 
number of IDPs in the region (1,921 IDPs) since the previous round 27 (August — September 2021) due to the 
relocation of IDPs from the Millenium Park site in Dire Dawa region to Somali region and the subsequent closure of 
the location. Conflict was the primary reason for displacement for 570 IDPs, or 100% of the displaced population.
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Figure 9: Displacement figures for Gambela region in round 28. 
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Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 24,855 IDPs (57%)  
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Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

22,091 males 21,718 females 
50.43% male 49.57% female 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Gambela

7,009 households comprising 43,809 IDPs were identified in 20 sites in Gambela region. These figures represent 
an increase of 9,488 IDPs (+27.64%) since round 27 (August — September 2021). The increase is due to seasonal 
flooding and subsequent new and reopened sites assessed this round. Conflict was the main reason for displacement 
for an estimated 24,855 IDPs, or 56.73% of the displaced population. The remaining 18,954 IDPs (43.27%) were 
displaced due to seasonal floods. 
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Figure 10: Displacement figures for Harari region in round 28.
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Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 3,124 IDPs (100%)  

667 households comprising 3,124 IDPs were identified in 9 sites in Harari region. These figures represent a decrease 
of 1 IDP (-0.03%) since round 27 (August — September 2021). Conflict was the main reason for displacement for 
an estimated 3,124 IDPs, or 100% of the displaced population. 

Harari

IDPs

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

1,594 males 1,530 females 
51.02% male 48.98% female 
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Figure 11: Displacement figures for Oromia region in round 28.

*Other reasons included displacement due to swampy land, hydropower projects, strong wind, economic factors and absolute poverty. 
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Oromia

+56.62%
792,686 IDPs 

605 sites covered 

142,642 IDP households

Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 499,301 IDPs (63%)  

Oromia

IDPs

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

405,185 males 387,501 females 
51.12% male 48.88% female  

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Oromia
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142,642 households comprising 792,686 IDPs were identified in 605 sites in Oromia region. There was an overall 
increase of 286,553 IDPs (+56.62%) since round 27 (August — September 2021). The increase was partly due to new 
sites in West Guji and Guji zones due to drought, in West Guji alone there was an increase of +67,200 drought IDPs 
since last round where many of them came from Borena zone. However, conflict and insecurity in West Wellega, 
East Wellega, Guji and West Guji zones hampered access which means the regional displacement total should be 
higher. Conflict was the primary reason for displacement for an estimated 499,301 IDPs (62.99%). 188,657 IDPs 
(23.80%) were displaced due to other reasons*, 88,305 IDPs (11.14%) were displaced due to drought, 11,970 IDPs 
(1.51%) due to seasonal floods, 3,361 IDPs (0.42%) due to flash floods, 960 IDPs (0.12%) due to landslides and 132 
IDPs (0.02%) due to fires.
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Sidama

+522.22%
40,637 IDPs 

46 sites covered 

6,663 IDP households

Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 39,395 IDPs (97%)  

Sidama

IDPs

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

20,834 males 19,803 females 
51.27% male 48.73% female 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Sidama
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6,663 households comprising 40,637 IDPs were identified in 46 sites in Sidama. These figures represent an increase 
of 34,106 IDPs (+522.22%) since round 27 (August — September 2021). However, this increase in IDP figures is 
mainly due to full coverage of the region this round. Conflict was the primary reason for displacement for an 
estimated 39,395 IDPs (96.94%), followed by flash floods which displaced 1,242 IDPs (3.06%).  
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Figure 12: Displacement figures for Sidama region in round 28.
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Figure 13: Displacement figures for SNNP region in round 28.
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198,493 IDPs 

241 sites covered 

35,640 IDP households

Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 120,120 IDPs (61%)  

SNNP

SNNP

-2.46%
IDPs

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

100,682 males 97,811 females 
50.72% male 49.28% female 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in SNNP
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35,640 households comprising 198,493 IDPs were identified in 241 sites in SNNP region. These figures represent 
a decrease of 5,013 IDPs (-2.46%) since round 27 (August — September 2021). It should be noted that since the 
previous round, South West Ethiopia Peoples region was formed from territory formally part of SNNP following a 
referendum in November 2021. Conflict in the region following the decision over the administrative designation 
of Konso zone continued and escalted in 2021. Conflict continued to be the primary reason for displacement and 
displaced 120,120 IDPs (60.52%), followed by seasonal floods which displaced 29,587 IDPs (14.91%), flash floods 
which displaced 29,167 IDPs (14.69%), landslides which displaced 19,495 IDPs (9.82%) and fire which displaced 124 
IDPs (0.06%).
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Figure 14: Displacement figures for Somali region in round 28.
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Somali

+7.05%
932,568 IDPs 

456 sites covered 

157,227 IDP households

Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 517,750 IDPs (56%)  

Somali

IDPs

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

454,208 males 478,360 females 
48.71% male 51.29% female 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Somali

157,227 households comprising 932,568 IDPs were identified in 456 sites in Somali region. These figures represent 
an increase of 61,392 IDPs (+7.05%) since round 27 (August — September 2021). This increase was largely due to 
the opening of 19 new IDP sites in Dawa, Afder and Liban zones mainly due to drought. In Dawa zone there was 
an increase of +25,686 IDPs displaced due to drought since the last round, in Afder zone it was +25,474 IDPs and 
in Liban zone +6,019 IDPs. Despite this, conflict was the main reason for displacement and displaced an estimated 
517,750 IDPs (55.52%), while drought displaced 325,505 IDPs (34.91%), seasonal floods displaced 59,629 IDPs 
(6.39%), flash floods displaced 29,388 IDPs (3.15%) and landslides displaced 296 IDPs (0.03%). 
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South West 
Ethiopia 
Peoples

18,265 IDPs 

27 sites covered 

3,368 IDP households

Conflict was the primary reason for 
displacement and displaced 17,726 IDPs (97%)  

3,368 households comprising 18,265 IDPs were identified in 27 sites in South West Ethiopia Peoples region. The region was 
formed after a referendum in November 2021. Conflict was the primary cause of displacement for an estimated 17,726 IDPs, 
or 97.05% of the displaced population. This is followed by landslides which displaced 539 IDPs (2.95%). 

South West Ethiopia Peoples

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

8,543 males 9,722 females 
46.77% male 53.23% female 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in South West Ethiopia Peoples
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*The administrative breakdown of zones and woredas in Southwest Ethiopia Peoples region is a temporary arrangement as agreed with Southwest Ethiopia Peoples 
Regional Disaster Risk Management Commission until all administrative areas and boundaries have been finalized by the regional government.

Figure 15: Displacement figures for South West Ethiopia Peoples region 
in round 28.
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Figure 16: Displacement figures for Tigray region are based on Emergency Site Assessment round 8 (mainly in August 2021). 

Due to a lack of fuel and cash in Tigray region, a new round of Emergency Site Assessment has not been conducted 
in the region, so the below information corresponds to Emergency Site Assessment round 8 which was mainly 
conducted in August 2021. As of Emergency Site Assessment (ESA) round 8, 386,741 households comprising 
1,814,284 IDPs were identified in 581 accessible sites in Tigray region due to the Northern Ethiopia Crisis. Due to 
conflict in Western zone and parts of Southern zone, sites in these areas could not be covered. In the bordering 
areas of North Western and Eastern zones there were also access constraints due to conflict and insecurity issues. 
The decrease  in the number of  IDPs  was  mainly due to returns, as well as the door-to-door headcount verification 
exercise in Shire which took place from 29 September to 4 October 2021. Notably, though there has not been a 
new round of ESA, the number of IDPs in Tigray has dropped significantly due to returns. Conflict was the main 
reason cited for displacement in all sites assessed (100%). 
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(from ESA round 8: mainly 
August 2021)
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Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Tigray
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Tahtay Koraro

TIGRAY North Western

Tahtay Koraro

Shire

872,098 males**
48.6% male

921,398 females** 
51.4% female 

SEX

IDPs

**Kindly note that the sex breakdown only applies to IDPs tracked in round 8 and were displaced after the crisis started in November 2020.
*The decrease in IDPs in Tigray region was mainly due to returns, as well as the door-to-door headcount verification exercise in Shire. 17
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KEY FINDINGS — VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY 

2,848,463 returning IDPs*
(623,341 households)

2,689,407 returning 
IDPs (94.4%)  were 
initially displaced 

by conflict in 2,263 
villages

51,540 returning IDPs 
(1.8%) were initially 
displaced by drought 

in 3 villages

54,129 returning 
IDPs (1.9%)  were 

initially displaced by 
seasonal floods in 48 

villages 

2,378 villages covered  

Population Breakdown & Initial Causes of Displacement 

Top 3 Zones With the Highest Returning IDP Figures

18,797 returned migrants 

Figure 17: Top 3 zones with the highest number of returning IDPs. 

459 inaccessible villages 

+85% increase in returning IDPs
(There were 1,541,284 returning
IDPs in VAS round 10)

1,610,757 host community 
members (320,822 households)  

Other reasons for initial displacement included flash floods (51,185 returning IDPs), fire (1,362 returning 
IDPs) and landslides (2,300 returning IDPs).

1,371,527 males 1,476,936 females 
48.1% male 51.9% female 

SEX
Returning

IDPs

Disclaimer : This map is for illustration purposes only. Names and boundaries on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IOM.
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Population Breakdown
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Returned Migrants

Host Community

16,21658,783 Mubarek

Moyale

Hudet

1,200

262,676 17,394

Borena

Daawa

Liban
Guji SOMALI

OROMIA

North Wollo 
494,317 
returning 
IDPs in 246 
villages

1

North 
Shewa  
484,690 
returning  
IDPs in 368 
villages

2

Dawa
322,659 
returning 
IDPs in 41 
villages

3

19*This figure does not include Tigray region as the Village Assessment Survey could not be done this round due to a lack of cash and fuel in the 
region.
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The Village Assessment Survey (VAS) was used for 
the first time in IOM Ethiopia in July 2019 in response 
to the government-led return movement in an effort 
to capture return trends and sectoral needs in areas 
reporting high return concentrations. This is the 11th 
round of VAS data collection. 

VAS targets villages with reported returns equal to 
or greater than 5 returning IDP households, and  
collects demographic data on returning IDPs, 
resettled IDPs, returned migrants and host 
community members. The purpose of VAS is to assess 
the capacity of villages to absorb returns through the 
availability of services with a focus on livelihoods and 
reintegration. 

DTM works closely with national, zonal and woreda 
level officials who serve as key informants in identifying 
villages with high returns. At the village level, DTM 
collects its data through focus group discussions, 
key informants and through direct observation. Focus 

groups are made up of 7 individuals whereby each 
focus group must comprise 2 individuals over the 
age of 65 years of age, 1 individual under 18 years of 
age, 2 females and at least 1 government official (i.e. 
kebele administrator, village leader etc.). In villages 
where they are present, all 4 population categories, 
namely returning IDPs, resettled IDPs, returned 
migrants and host community members must also 
be represented in the focus group. This lower limit 
of 7 individuals is employed to ensure that COVID-19 
prevention measures, such as social distancing, 
can be observed. DTM teams ensure that they are 
equipped with personal protective equipment (PPE) 
during data collection.

All VAS data is collected in close collaboration with 
the Ethiopia Disaster Risk Management Commission 
(EDRMC). All data is electronically collected through 
survey forms designed in Kobo. The data collection 
period for this round of VAS was 1 December 2021 to 
15 February 2022. 

Figure 18: Percentage of villages assessed by DTM at zonal 
level for round 11 of VAS. 

METHODOLOGY Data collection period: 
1 December 2021 — 15 February 2022

Coverage of this round

2,378  Villages 

1,145 Kebeles

176 Woredas

55 Zones

11 Regions 

For round 11 of VAS, a total of 459 villages could not be 
accessed. 416 villages were inaccessible due to insecurity 
issues mainly in West Guji, Kemashi, Metekel, East Wallaga, 
West Wallega and East Shewa zones. 19 villages could not 
be accessed due to road inaccessibility issues mainly in 
Central Gonder, Awsi (Zone 1), East Hararge, Alle Especial 
Woreda, Keffa and Shabelle zones, while the remaining 
24 villages in East Shewa zone were inaccessible due to 
operational interefence during the time of data collection.

459 Inaccessible Villages
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According to the data collected between December 2021 
and February 2022, there were an estimated 2.8 million 
returning IDPs (623,341 households) across 2,378 villages 
in Ethiopia. The large number of  returning IDPs is mainly 
due to government-led return movements which began in 
April 2019 and returns mainly in Amhara region due to the 
reduction in armed conflict in January 2022. 

The largest returning IDP caseload is in Amhara region with 
an estimated total of 1,494,882 returning IDPs (384,057 
households), as captured through the coverage of 1,164 
villages. Amhara witnessed an increase of  1,276,473 
returning IDPs (+584%). However, 40 villages could not be 
accessed due to security and road inaccessibility issues 
mainly in Wag Hamra, Central Gonder and West Gonder 
zones. Conflict was the cause of initial displacement for a 
majority of returning IDPs in 1,161 villages (99.9%).  

The region hosting the second largest number of 
returning IDPs is Oromia region with an estimate of 
558,904 returning IDPs (104,075 households) in 668 

villages. However, it should be noted that 236 villages 
could not be covered due to road inaccessibility, security 
issues and operational interference primarily in West 
Guji, East Wallaga and East Shewa zones. Conflict was the 
main reason for initial displacement for returning IDPs in 
646 villages (98.1%). 

The region hosting the third largest number of returning 
IDPs is Somali region with an estimated 388,353 returning 
IDPs (64,719 households). There was a slight decrease of 
3,933 returning IDPs (-1.1%) since the previous round. 
Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in 83 villages (81.2%). 

The gender  breakdown for  returning  IDPs is 1,371,527 
males (48.1%) and 1,476,936 females (51.9%). 2.6 million 
returning IDPs (94.4%) were initially displaced by conflict, 
54,129 returning IDPs (1.9%) were initially displaced by 
seasonal floods and 51,540 returning IDPs were initially 
displaced by drought (1.8%). 

Figure 19: The return caseload based on data collected from the Village Assessment Survey December 2021 to February 
2022.
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Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Afar

81,280 returning IDPs 
(13,618 households) 

79 villages 
covered

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in 65 villages (82%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

Afar 

13,618 households comprising 81,280 returning IDPs were identified in 79 villages in Afar region. These figures 
represent an increase of 65,724 returning IDPs (+422%) since the previous round 10 (August — September 2021). 
The increase is mainly due to the reduction in armed conflict in Zone 4 (Fenti) and Zone 1 (Awsi) allowing for an 
increase in coverage; the highest concentration of returns are seen in Zone 4 (Fenti). The majority of returning 
IDPs in 35 villages (44%) arrived between 1 and 3 months ago, followed by less than 1 month in 30 villages (38%). 
Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement  for  returning IDPs in 65 villages (82%) followed by flash 
floods in 14 villages (18%).
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Figure 20: Returning IDP figures for Afar in VAS round 11.
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384,057 households comprising 1,494,882 returning IDPs were identified in 1,164 villages in Amhara region. 
These figures represent an increase of 1,276,473 returning IDPs (+584%) since the previous round 10 (August 
— September 2021). The increase is mainly due to mass returns in North Wollo (494,317 returning IDPs), North 
Shewa (484,690 returning IDPs) and South Wollo (294,774 returning IDPs) zones following the withdrawal of 
armed conflict in these areas. Many of the returning IDPs were first displaced from Wag Hamra and North Wollo 
zones to South Wollo zone and then as conflict continued to move south they were secondarily displaced to 
North Shewa zone which is consistent with the high returns in North Wollo zone. Most of Wag Hamra zone 
remained inaccessible this round due to ongoing conflict. The majority of returning  IDPs in 898 villages (77%) 
arrived between 1 and 3 months ago followed by less than one month in 118 villages (10%). Conflict was the 
cause of initial displacement for a majority of returning IDPs in 1,161 villages (99%) followed by fire in 1 village 
(<1%), flash floods in 1 village (<1%) and seasonal floods in 1 village (<1%).

1,494,882 returning IDPs 
(384,057 households) 

12,369 returned 
migrants 

1,164 villages 
covered

616,187 host community  
members (148,211 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for returning 
IDPs in 1,161 villages (99%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

+584%
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Figure 21: Returning IDP figures for Amhara in VAS round 11.
*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and female returning 
IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level.
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Benishangul 
Gumz

Benishangul Gumz

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

13,060 males 14,044 females 
48% male 52% female 

27,104 returning IDPs 
(5,509 households) 

43 villages 
covered

Conflict was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 43 villages (100%)  

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Benishangul Gumz

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage 
of male and female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This 
is calculated at village level. 
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5,509 households comprising 27,104 returning IDPs were identified in 43 villages in Benishangul Gumz region. 
The region was inaccessible in round 27, but these figures represent an increase of 24,807 IDPs since round 
26 (June — July 2021). Despite an increase in coverage, sites in Kemashi and Metekel zones could not be 
covered due to insecurity. Therefore, it should be noted that the return figures for Benishangul Gumz region 
should be higher. Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for returning IDPs in all 43 villages (100%).
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Figure 22: Returning IDP figures for Benishangul Gumz in VAS 
round 11.
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Figure 23: Returning IDP figures for Dire Dawa in VAS round 11.

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level.
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Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 
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Conflict was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 2 villages (100%)  
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106 households comprising 530 returning IDPs were identified in 2 villages in Dire Dawa. No IDPs or host 
community members were observed in these 2 villages. Conflict was the cause of initial displacement for a 
majority of returning IDPs in both villages (100%). 
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Figure 24: Returning IDP figures for Gambela in VAS round 11.

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and female returning 
IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level.
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Gambela
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Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

8,067 males 8,408 females 
49% male 51% female 

16,475 returning IDPs (3,333 
households) 

27 villages 
covered

12,846 host community  
members (2,588 households)

Seasonal Floods were the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 18 villages (67%)  

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Gambela
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3,333 households comprising 16,475 returning IDPs were identified in 27 villages in Gambela. This is an increase of 
7,278 returning IDPs (+79.13%) since the previous round 10 (August — September 2021). A majority of returning 
IDPs in 13 villages (48.15%) arrived between 1 and 3 months ago followed by a majority of returning IDPs in 10 
villages (37.04%) who arrived more than 6 months ago. Seasonal floods were the cause of initial displacement for 
a majority of returning IDPs in 18 villages (66.67%) followed by conflict in 9 villages (33.33%).
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Figure 25: Returning IDP figures for Harari in VAS round 11.

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and female 
returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 
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1,000 returning IDPs 
(154 households) 

3 villages 
covered
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Conflict was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 3 villages (100%)  

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Harari
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154 households comprising 1,000 returning IDPs were identified in 3 villages in Harari region. There was no 
change in the number of returning IDPs since the previous round 10 (August — September 2021). The majority of 
returning IDPs in 3 villages (100%) arrived more than 6 months ago. Conflict was the cause of initial displacement 
for a majority of returning IDPs in all 3 villages (100%). 
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Figure 26: Returning IDP figures for Oromia region in VAS round 11.

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

104,075 households comprising 558,904 returning IDPs were identified in 668 villages in Oromia region. There 
was a decrease of 94,645 returning IDPs (-14.48%) since VAS round 10 (August — September 2021). The decrease 
was primarily due to operational constraints particularly in West Guji, East Wellega, East Shewa and West Wellega 
zones. The majority  of  returning  IDPs in 656 villages (98.20%) arrived more than 6 months ago. Conflict was the 
cause of initial displacement for a majority of returning IDPs in 646 villages (96.70%) followed by flash floods in 16 
villages (2.40%) and seasonal floods in 6 villages (.90%). 
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Oromia

Returning IDPs

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

270,290 males 288,614 females 
48% male 52% female 

558,904 returning IDPs 
(104,075 households) 

668 villages 
covered

650,181 host community  
members (114,377 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 646 villages (97%)  

233 returned 
migrants 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Oromia
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Figure 27: Returning IDP figures for Sidama region in VAS round 11.
*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 

Sidama

+2.36%

Sidama

Returning IDPs

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

13,261 males 13,287 females 
50% male 50% female 

26,548 returning IDPs (5,024 
households) 

20 villages 
covered

11,250 host community  
members (2,071 households)

Flash Flood was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 19 villages (95%)  

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Sidama

5,024 households comprising 26,548 returning IDPs were identified in 20 villages in Sidama 
region. This represents an increase of 613 returning IDPs (+2.36%) since the  previous round  
10 (August — September 2021). Returning  IDPs  in 17 villages (85.00%) arrived  more  than  six  
months ago, while in 2 villages (10.00%) the returning IDPs arrived between 4-6 months and in 
1 village (5.00%) between 1-3 months. Flash floods were the initial reason for displacement for  
returning IDPs in 19 villages (95.00%) followed by conflict in 1 village (5.00%).  
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Figure 28: Returning IDP figures for SNNP region in VAS round 11. 

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage 
of male and female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is 
calculated at village level. 
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Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

107,018 males 111,023 females 
49% male 51% female 

218,041 returning IDPs 
(36,136 households) 

184 villages 
covered

266,939 host community  
members (44,125 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 161 villages (88%)  

6,037 returned 
migrants 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in SNNP

36,136 households comprising 218,041 returning IDPs were identified in 184 villages in SNNP region. 
There was a decrease of 6,781 returning IDPs (-3.02%) sinceThere was a decrease of 6,781 returning IDPs (-3.02%) since round 10 (August — September 2021). The . The 
slight decrease is due to return operations by both the regional and zonal governments in Konso zone slight decrease is due to return operations by both the regional and zonal governments in Konso zone 
and Derashe Special Woreda. A majority of returning IDPs in 172 (93.48%) villages returned to their and Derashe Special Woreda. A majority of returning IDPs in 172 (93.48%) villages returned to their 
villages more than 6 months ago. Conflict wasvillages more than 6 months ago. Conflict was the primary reason for initial displacement for returning 
IDPs in 161 villages (87.50%), followed by seasonal floods in 11 villages  (5.98%), flash  floods in 8 villages  
(4.35%), landslides in 3 villages (1.63%) and fire in 1 village (0.54%).
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Figure 29: Returning IDP figures for Somali region in VAS round 11.

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 
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Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

186,890 males 201,463 females 
48% male 52% female 

388,353 returning IDPs 
(64,719 households) 

97 villages 
covered

35,050 host community  
members (5,825 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 83 villages (86%)  

158 returned 
migrants 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Somali
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64,719 households comprising 388,353 returning IDPs were identified in 97 villages in Somali region. There was a 
decrease of 3,933 returning IDPs (-1.00%) since the previous round 10 (August — September 2021). . The majority 
of returning IDPs in all 97 villages (100%) arrived more than 6 months ago. Conflict was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 83 villages (85.57%) followed by seasonal floods in 11 villages (11.34%) and 
drought in 3 villages (3.09%).
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6,610 households comprising 35,346 IDPs were identified in 91 sites in South West Ethiopia Peoples region. The majority 
of returning IDPs in 72 villages (79.12%) arrived between 1 and 3 months ago. Conflict was the main reason for 
initial displacement for returning IDPs in 89 villages (97.80%) followed by seasonal floods in 1 village (1.10%) and 
flash floods in 1 village (1.10%).

South West Ethiopia Peoples

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

17,040 males 18,306 females 
48% male 52% female 

35,346 returning IDPs 
(6,610 households) 

91 villages 
covered

5,479 host community  
members (1,150 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 89 villages (98%)  

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in South West Ethiopia Peoples

*Please note that the sex and age disaggregation for returning IDPs is an estimate based on the percentage of male and 
female returning IDPs and based on the percentage of returning IDPs at each age bracket. This is calculated at village level. 
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Figure 30: Returning IDP figures for South West Ethiopia Peoples region in VAS round 11.
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