
COVID-19 RAPID NEEDS ASSESSMENT
MIGRANT PRESENCE MONITORING TUNISIA 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, IOM Tunisia’s Migrant Presence Monitoring (MPM) data collection unit implemented a rapid 
needs assessment,  conducted  via telephone interviews, with 66 Key Informants (KIs) in the cities of Grand Tunis, Sfax and Zarzis. The 
questionnaire administered examined the impact of COVID-19 on the situation of migrants and their coping mechanisms, the types of 
assistance currently provided by other agencies in neighbourhoods with high presence of migrants, as well as the number of migrants in 
need of direct assistance in the three cities. The interviews indicate that at least 3,799 migrants are in urgent need of assistance. This is 
being exacerbated by the rampant unemployment in informal sectors triggered by the pandemic. Migrant women who work as house 
help and live with Tunisian families are reportedly still employed, although many are not allowed to return home on weekends due to 
the mobility restrictions in place in the country. KIs informed that the number of migrants in need of assistance is increasing daily. 

Cities Covered Neighbourhoods | Areas Key Informants Interviewed Number of Migrants in Need

Grand Tunis 12 26 2,346

Sfax 11 16 1,000

Zarzis 11 24 453

PRIORITY NEEDS
      

Food distribution or vouchers
      

Cash distribution for rents     

Medicines

Diapers for infants

This map is for illustration purposes only. Names and boundaries on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

Milk for infants


