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Overview:

The effect of COVID-19 on global mobility continues to steadily stabilize for a second consecutive day with only 403 new
restrictions issued by Governments and regions in one day. The total number of restrictions imposed increased only by one
per cent from 36,346 on 24th March 2020 to 36,749 on 25th March 2020. As per WHO, as of 24th March 2020, 196 countries,
territories and areas have reported COVID-19 cases, parallelly, restrictions on mobility have been imposed on nearly to 250
countries/territories and areas. Despite the registered overall stabilization in new restrictions, the restrictive measures based
on passenger arrival country continued to increase by 4 per cent. In addition to external border restrictions, a new trend
appears with several Governments and regions now imposing internal mobility restrictions. South Africa and Pakistan have
announced the suspension of domestic air travel until 31st May 2020 and 2nd April 2020, respectively. Days after suspending
international passenger entry, Nigeria has also announced the indefinite suspension of national rail travel as well to control
the risk of COVID-19. India announced a 21 day long nation-wide lockdown effective from 24th March 2020 in response to new
cases of COVID-19. While global mobility of passengers has come to a major halt, the mobility of nationals returning home has
gained prominence with new exemptions issued. Despite suspending flights to and from Italy, Spain, Turkey and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Greece has made an exception for flights repatriating nationals and residents
of Greece returning from these countries. Likewise, Australia introduced a time limit for its temporary exemption for nationals

of New Zealand returning home transiting through Australia until the 26th of March 2020.
Data Source: IATA (https://www.iatatravelcentre.com/international-travel-document-news/1580226297.htm)
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The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of United Nations concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. “Territories” include territories, areas, overseas dependencies and other jurisdictions of similar status.
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Key Highlights:

*While the number of airport closures continue to increase globally, the duration of these closures varies from
one week to one month. The Bahamas and Sri Lanka have closed airports until 31st March 2020; Ecuador and
Saint Lucia have closed their airports until 5th April 2020. The United Arab Emirates announced airport
closures for two weeks until 9th April 2020, whereas Senegal has closed its airport for three weeks until 17th
April 2020, and Nigeria has done the same for one month until 23rd April 2020.

*More stringent restrictions continue to be implemented as Hong Kong SAR, China shifted from previously
imposing mandatory quarantine for 14 days for all passengers to a total restriction on all passenger entry.
Conversely, Myanmar continues to keep borders open but has extended its mandatory 14-day self-quarantine
measure to include all passengers. Additionally, all passengers must have a laboratory test results proving they
are free from Coronavirus (COVID-19).

*An exception for nationals returning home was introduced by Germany for all nationals from the European
Union, Switzerland and British passport holders. Likewise, Bulgaria also allowed the entry of nationals of
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland and their family members transiting through
Bulgaria to return to their country of residence.

eExceptions made for entry on humanitarian reasons were also issued with Bulgaria allowing healthcare
professionals and researchers as well as humanitarian workers to enter the country, an exemption from its
partial passenger ban of passengers from Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland , Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia or Sweden.

oShifting from partial border closures issued just on 24th March 2020 restricting passenger entry based on
arrival country, Namibia has now imposed an indefinite suspension of air travel.

*As one of the few countries in Africa with no confirmed cases of coronavirus as yet, Botswana closed land
borders after neighboring countries have started to report coronavirus-related deaths. Likewise, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo has shut borders, declaring a state of emergency.

Other sources include:

https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/saa-suspend-domestic-flights
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/03/covid-19-nrc-shuts-down-lagos-ogun-mass-transit-train-services/
https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/botswana-no-covid-19-cases-closes-borders-after-death-zimbabwe
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/africa/DR-Congo-declares-state-of-emergency-shuts-border-coronavirus/4552902-5503508-
04loa8/index.html

https://www.africanews.com/2020/03/25/coronavirus-in-africa-breakdown-of-infected-virus-free-countries/
https://www.france24.com/en/20200325-dr-congo-president-imposes-state-of-emergency-to-contain-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/coronavirus-travel-restrictions-border-shutdowns-country-200318091505922.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-52024239
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