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INTRODUCTION
 Background: Population Mobility and Internal Displacement in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia faces significant internal displacement. In 2018, Ethiopia recorded the third highest  
number of new displacements worldwide, with 3,191,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs).¹ A  
significant portion of these displacements are conflict-induced, largely related to ethnic and  
border-based disputes. Old tensions such as the contestation of the Oromia-Somali regional border 
which first flared up in 2017 continue to persist, while new conflicts have also emerged.

In April and later in June 2018, conflict which was aggravated by competition for land and resources 
broke out between Gedeo and Guji Oromo tribes in West Guji. It is estimated that by August 2018, 
748,499 IDPs were displaced from the Gedeo-West Guji conflict alone.² Following that, inter-communal 
violence in Jijiga in the same month resulted in the displacement of approximately 141,410 IDPs from the 
Somali regional capital.³ Adding to the displacement caseload, more than 90,000 IDPs were displaced 
in Amhara region in September 2018 due to longstanding tensions and sporadic conflict between the 
Amhara and Qemant communities.⁴ Simultaneously, a localized conflict in Benishangul Gumuz region 
and the East and West Wellega zones of Oromia displaced an estimated 191,995 IDPs.⁵ This brought 
displacement in Ethiopia to a peak of 3.04 million IDPs in March 2019. 

Ethiopia is also riddled with climate-induced displacement mainly caused by drought and floods. 
Beginning in 2015, Ethiopia faced one of the strongest onsets of El Niño, a periodic heating of the 
eastern tropical Pacific, which reduced the kiremt rainfall⁶ and successively resulted in drought  
in the southern and southeastern parts of the country.⁷ This prolonged drought continues to impact  
agricultural and pastoralist communities across Ethiopia in 2019 by driving down crop yields of the 
main meher harvest⁸, reducing pastures for livestock, and drying up water resources. 

Floods are another major cause of climate-induced displacement. While certain areas experienced 
reduced rainfall, others experienced heavy rainfall and floods during the kiremt rainy season in 
many low laying areas. Around 202,202 IDPs were displaced in October 2019 due to several flood  
incidences in Afar, Oromia, SNNPR and Somali regions⁹. 



      

Adding to the high mobility landscape of Ethiopia is the number and rate of returns. According to the 
government, 1.8 million IDPs have returned to their place of origin as of June 2019. This nationwide 
government-led return operation has been ongoing since April 2019.¹⁰ 

  IOM Population Observation in Ethiopia 

In order to capture population mobility and internal displacement in Ethiopia, IOM’s Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) is deployed to track internally displaced persons (IDPs), returning IDPs, migrants 
and returned migrants. IOM entered into partnership with the Government of Ethiopia’s National 
Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) in August 2016, and has since been regularly imple-
menting DTM assessments in Ethiopia since September 2016. 

DTM tools that are active in Ethiopia include a bimonthly Site Assessment, an ad-hoc Event Tracking 
Tool used to supplement the main Site Assessment, and Village Assessment Surveys (VAS) aimed at 
locations of high return. Site Assessment covers areas where there are reports of 20 or more IDP 
households, whereas VAS covers areas with reported of 5 or more returning IDP households. The 
questionnaires for each type of data collection are quite distinct however in some cases, they are 
conducted in same areas given the diversity of populations. Figure 1 illustrates DTM coverage during 
the November and December 2019 data collection. The areas in blue represent areas that were ex-
clusively covered by Site Assessment. The areas in green represent areas where both Site Assessment 
and VAS were deployed. The areas in yellow, covering Gedeo, Assosa and Kemashi represent zones 
that were exclusively targeted by VAS and not by Site Assessment. SNNPR is historically inaccessible 
for DTM, however IOM received exceptional approval to conduct VAS in Gedeo. Other areas that were 
inaccessible this round include North Gondar in Amhara, Mao Komo in Benishangul Gumuz, Majang 
in Gambella and Horo Guduru, Illu Aba Bora, Finfine Special in Oromia.  

In light of the progress of the government-led return process and in an effort to continue  
providing reliable information on mobility in country in agreement with the Government, IOM Ethiopia  
expects the results of its mobility tracking exercises to progressively shift towards climate induced 
IDPs and increased VAS coverage as people continue to return to their areas of origin.

10 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 2019. Ethiopia – Situation Report No. 23 (as of 
June 2019). Available at: https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_ethiopia_situation_report_no.23_june_2019_
final_0.pdf.

Figure 1: Geographic 
coverage of DTM 
assessments as of 
round 20. 
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''An internally  
displaced woman 
stands outside her 
house together with 
her children in  
Somali region.''
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1,733,628 individuals* 

1,140,713 conflict affected IDPs  
(65.5%) in 853 sites (22.4%) in 240 sites (5.9%) in 52 sites 

387,711 drought affected IDPs   101,648 seasonal flood affected 

865,475 males 868,153 females 

1,199 sites covered  107 inaccesible sites

49.9% male 50.1% female 

321,428 households 

5,814 
households 

5,473 
households 

+7.94% increase since round 19
(there were 1,606,086 IDPs in round 19) 

Top 3 Reasons for Displacement 

Defined as arrived in the last 2 months Of the newly arrived IDPs, estimated number 
displaced in their Kebele of displacement

Newly Arrived IDPs 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

28,920 
individuals 

27,265 
individuals 

181,665 IDPs      

149,413 IDPs    

Dawa   

 Borena 176,028 IDPs      
in 35 sites 

in 44 sites 

in 30 sites 

Fafan    2

1

3

KEY FINDINGS — SITE ASSESSMENT

2

Figure 2: Top 3 zones 
with the highest  
displacement caseloads.

*Kindly note that in addition to the 1.7 million IDPs captured through the Site Assessment, the Village Assessment Survey (VAS) 
observed another 8,368 IDPs in locations of high returns. This analysis is conducted down to the kebele level and not further due 
to methodological differences between both assessments. 

Top 3 Zones With the Highest Displacement Figures 
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METHODOLOGY 
IOM Ethiopia employs a series of tools in its DTM. The 
present methodology refers to the Site Assessment tool 
which falls under the Mobility Tracking component of the 
DTM. Data for this tool is collected at the zonal, woreda 
and site level on a quarterly basis. Since September 2016, 
IOM Ethiopia has conducted 20 rounds of data collection. 
The DTM programme is implemented in close collaboration 
with the National Disaster Risk Management Commission 
(NDRMC) and regional, zonal and woreda counterparts.

IOM’s DTM team is composed of 105 field enumerators, 
under the direct supervision of 12 field focal points, and 
the overall supervision of the DTM team based at IOM’s 
Addis Ababa Country Office. The data collection method-
ology is divided into three adminsitative levels: 

Zone level: Data is collected through interviews with key  
informants from the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness 
Office (DPPO), community representatives, and the edu-
cation and health offices. This data includes (the estimat-
ed caseload of displaced individuals,the identification of 
woredas with in the zone that host displaced populations, 
reason for displacement, time of arrival of IDPs and location. 

Woreda level: Information is collected from key woreda 
informants and includes (among others) estimated length 
of stay, number of displaced households and individuals 
at woreda level, displaced population by type of tempo-
rary settlements and approximate locations of identifiable 
displacement sites. The information is used to plan site 
assessments.

Site level: In-depth Site Assessments capture detailed 
information through key informant interviews, direct  
observation and focus group discussions with male,  
female, elderly, children and IDP representatives. The Site 
Assessment is conducted at sites where there are at least 
20 IDP households. Data on available services by sector, 
accessibility constraints, exact type, location and name of 
the site, place of origin of IDPs, estimated size and type of 
the site and most common type of shelter are captured. 
Age and gender disaggregation for the site is extrapolat-
ed using a demographic calculator tool based on the age 
range and sex of the household members. A total of 30 
IDP households are sampled at each site. However, all 
households are sampled for sites where there are fewer 
than 30 IDP households.  

Data was not merged from previous rounds for uncovered 
sites. This methodology is implemented as of round 18  
onwards. For round 20, 59 sites were inaccessible due to 
road issues, and 48 sites had security problems. 

Coverage of this round

107 Inaccessible Sites 
 

Data collection: 1 — 29 November 2019

3

Figure 3: The map depicts the percentage of sites  
assessed by DTM at zonal level for this round. 

1,199 Sites 

1,106 Kebeles  

307 Woredas  

57 Zones 

9 Regions 
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OVERVIEW OF DISPLACEMENT 

According to the data collected in November 
2019, 1.73 million IDPs (321,428 households), are  
internally displaced across 1,199 sites in Ethiopia. 
This reflects a 7.93% increase since the September 
2019 data collection. This is the first time the IDP 
number has increased since the government-led re-
turn initiative began in April 2019.  

Gambella region experienced the most sig-
nificant percentage increase, with 28,338 
IDPs this round, signifying a 225.2% increase 
since DTM round 19. This is followed by  
Afar region with an increase of 17.3% or 64,805 IDPs 
this round. Conversely, Dire Dawa observed a 52.9% 
decrease in IDPs to 2,786 IDPs, while Benishangul  
Gumuz experienced a 43.1% decrease to 2,007 IDPs. 
 

The gender breakdown of displaced individuals is  
fairly equal with 49.9% males and 50.1% females.   
Conflict remains the primary cause of displacement  
and affects 1.14 million IDPs (65.5%), while drought  
affects 387,711 IDPs (22.4%). 

Factors preventing return as cited by respondents  
was a lack of livelihoods in 933 sites (77.8%), followed 
by damaged or destroyed houses in 928 sites (77.4%) 
and insufficient food in 845 sites (70.5%). As such, 
the main form of support requested was economic 
opportunities across 1,098 sites (91.6%), followed by 
the restoration of lost assets in 1,031 sites (86%). The 
preferred durable solution of IDPs across the board is 
local integration as reported in 905 sites (75%). 

   National Level 

4

Figure 4: The displacement caseload in Ethiopia based on data collected in November 2019 from the Site Assessment.
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NATIONAL DISPLACEMENT REPORT, ETHIOPIA 
ROUND 20: NOVEMBER — DECEMBER 2019 

National Displacement Timeline 
Conflict displaces an  
estimated 748,499 IDPs 
in Gedeo and West Guji 
by August 2018  

Conflict in Benishangul Gumuz 
region and the East and West Wel-
lega zones of Oromia displaces an 
estimated 191,995 IDPs

Government-led return operations 
result in drastice declines in IDP 
numbers in Oromia, Somali, SNNPR, 
Amhara and Benishangul Gumuz  

Before the tracking 
of the Gedeo and 
West Guji conflict 
began 

IOM Ethiopia has been collecting data on internal  
displacement via its Site Assessment tool for 20 
rounds now. In round 11 (May—June 2018), the  
number of IDPs tracked by DTM was 1.78 million IDPs. 
However, in the following round 12, the displace-
ment figure spiked due to the tracking of the conflict 
in Gedeo and West Guji. In August 2018, DTM's Rapid 
Response Assessment (RRA) estimated that 748,499 
IDPs had been displaced from the Gedeo and West 
Guji conflict, thus bringing the total displacement  
figure to 2.78  million IDPs nationwide. 

While round 13 (September—October 2018)  
experienced a slight decline to 2.68 million, the  
displacement caseload gradually increased to 
2.89 million in round 14 (November—December 
2018), and reached 3.04 million IDPs by round 15  
(January— February 2019). This is largely caused by  

the tracking of the conflict in Benishangul Gumuz  
region and the East and West Wellega zones of Oromia  
region, which displaced an estimated 191,995 IDPs 
in February 2019. Following that, round 16 (March—
April 2019) recorded the highest displacement totals 
captured through DTM with 3.04 million IDPs. During 
this round, the RRA in Gedeo and West captured an 
estimation of 690,364 IDPs, while the RRA in East and 
West Wellega captured 158,385 IDPs. 

Since then, round 17 (May—June 2019), 
round 18 (July—August 2019) and round 19  
(September—October) have witnessed drastic  
declines in displacement figures due to  
government-led return operations beginning in April 
2019. However, round 20 (November—December 
2019) saw a slight increase in the number of IDPs to 
1.73 million IDPs.  

5

Figure 5: Number of IDPs tracked nationwide by the Displacement Tracking Matrix since May-June 2018 (round 11). Round  
                 totals include displacement data captured through previously conducted Rapid Response Assessments (RRA).     
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    Regional Level  

6 Figure 6: Displacement figures for Afar region in round 20. 

Afar 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Afar  

+17.3% 
64,805 IDPs 

58 sites  
covered

11,358 displaced households 

Flash flood was the primary reason for  
displacement and displaced 20,089 IDPs (31%)  

64,805 IDPs comprising 11,358 households were identified in 58 sites in 
Afar region. These figures represent an increase of 9,546 IDPs (+17.3%) 
since round 19 (September/October 2019). This increase is mainly caused 
by the conflict between those living near the border of Awsi (Zone 1) 
and Gabi (Zone 3) of Afar and Sitti zone of Somali region. In addition, the  
increase in displacement is also caused by flash floods in Ayasita woreda 
following the release of water from Tendaho Dam. Flash flood was the 
primary cause of displacement for an estimated 20,089 IDPs, or 31% of 
the displaced population.
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Figure 7: Displacement figures for Amhara region in round 20. 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Amhara 

55,072 IDPs comprising 13,308 households were identified in 63 sites 
in Amhara region. These figures represent a decrease of 155 IDPs 
(-0.3%) since round 19 (September/October 2019) which is caused by 
the inaccessibility of 3 sites in round 20 due to both insecurity and road  
issues. In addition to that, 4 sites were closed in round 20 for  
different reasons. Conflict was the cause of displacement for an  
estimated 55,072  IDPs, or 100% of the displaced population. 
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Figure 8: Displacement figures for Benishangul Gumuz region in round 20. 

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Benishangul Gumuz 

2,007 IDPs comprising 420 households were identified in 4 sites 
in Benishangul Gumuz region. These figures represent a decrease 
of 1,518 IDPs (-43.1%) since round 19 (September/October 2019) 
which is mainly caused by the frequent mobility of IDPs in search 
of livelihood options. Conflict was the cause of displacement for an  
estimated 2,007 IDPs, or 100% of the displaced population.
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Figure 9: Displacement figures for Dire Dawa in round 20. 

 

Dire Dawa

-52.4% 
IDPs

Displacement Caseload and Causes of Displacement in Dire Dawa

2,786 IDPs comprising 538 households were identified in 2 sites in Dire 
Dawa. These figures represent a decrease of 3,066 IDPs (-52.4%) since 
round 19 (September/October 2019) as some IDPs returned to their 
places of origin in Daro Lebu and Habro woredas of West Hararge zone, 
while others moved to Jijiga town in search of livelihood opportunities.  
Conflict was the main reason for displacement for 2,786 IDPs, or 100% 
of the displaced population. 

  2,786 IDPs 

2 sites  
covered

538 displaced households

Conflict was the main reason for displacement  
and displaced 2,786 IDPs (100%)  

1,295 males 1,491 females 
46.5% male 53.5% female 

SEX

Pregnant girls 
under 18

 0 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 0    

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 25 Unaccompanied 
children

 0    

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 85 Separated chil-
dren 

 0    

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 0   Orphaned chil-
dren 

 0   

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 0    Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 4 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 0    Single-male head-
ed households

 2 

Religious minori-
ties 

 0   Child-headed 
households

 0    

Ethnic minorities   0  Elderly-headed 
households

 0   

Dire Dawa  

Sex and age breakdown of IDPs 

Data Source: ESRI, IOM, UNJLC

II

Kazira

OROMIA

DIRE DAWA

SOMALI

HARARI

Dire Dawa rural

Dire Dawa urban

Jeldessa

Biyoawale

Wahil

Jarso (East Hararghe)

Aseliso

Gursum (Oromia)

Sabian

Disclaimer : This map is for illustration purposes only. Names and boundaries on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

±

Legend
 Cause of Displacement

à Conflict

Disputed Boundaries

National Boundary

Regional Boundary

Zonal Boundary

IDPs in Assessed Woredas

Water Bodies

< 2,800

0 10 205
Kilometers

SOMALI
OROMIA

AFAR
AMHARA

SNNPR

TIGRAY

GAMBELA

BENISHANGUL GUMUZ
DIRE DAWA

HARARIADDIS ABABA
SOMALIA

SUDAN

YEMEN

KENYAUGANDA

SOUTH SUDAN

ERITREA

DJIBOUTI



NATIONAL DISPLACEMENT REPORT, ETHIOPIA 
ROUND 20: NOVEMBER — DECEMBER 2019 

10 Figure 10: Displacement figures for Gambella region in round 20. 

28,338 IDPs comprising 3,969 households were identified in 17 sites in 
Gambella region. These figures represent an increase of 19,624 IDPs 
(+225.2%) since round 19 (September/October 2019). This increase is 
mainly due to the coverage of 4 new sites and 2 sites that reopened due 
to seasonal floods. Moreover, sites that could not be reached in Nuer 
zone in the previous round became accessible this round. Conflict was 
the main reason for displacement for an estimated 19,968 IDPs, or 70% 
of the displaced population.  
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2,583 IDPs comprising 569 households were identified in 8 sites in  
Harari region. These figures represent a decrease of 983 IDPs (-27.6%) 
since round 19 (September/October 2019), as some IDPs returned to 
their place of origin and others moved to Jijiga town for livelihood 
opportunities. Conflict was the main reason for displacement for an 
estimated 2,583 IDPs, or 100% of the displaced population. 
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Figure 11: Displacement figures for Harari region in round 20. 
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12 Figure 12: Displacement figures for Oromia region in round 20. 

623,913 IDPs comprising 102,547 households were identified in 
433 sites in Oromia region. These figures represent an increase 
of 56,985 IDPs (+10.1%) since round 19 (September/October 
2019) which is mainly caused by displacement in West Guji, Guji 
and Borena zones that resulted in the coverage of 9 new sites 
and the reopening of 2 sites. Conflict was the primary reason 
for displacement for an estimated 452,247 IDPs, or 73% of the 
displaced population.  
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13Figure 13: Displacement figures for Somali region in round 20. 

847,510 IDPs comprising 134,961 households were identified in 
387 sites in Somali region. These figures represent an increase of 
46,641 IDPs (+5.8%) since round 19 (September/October 2019). 
This is primarily caused by the coverage of 25 new sites, whereby 
21 sites are hosting flood-affected IDPs and the remaining 4 sites 
are hosting conflict-affected IDPs. Conflict was the main reason 
for displacement and displaced an estimated 486,496 IDPs, or 
57% of the displaced population.  
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Figure 14: Displacement figures for Tigray region in round 20

106,614 IDPs comprising 53,758 households were  
identified in 227 sites in Tigray region. These figures represent 
an increase of 468 IDPs (+0.4%) since round 19 (September/ 
October 2019). Conflict was the main reason for displace-
ment for an estimated 106,614 IDPs, or 100% of the displaced  
population. 
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Newly Arrived IDPs 
This map portrays areas  
hosting newly arrived IDPs. The 
lighter the shade, the fewer the  
number of newly arrived IDPs.  
Conversely, the darker the shade, 
the larger the number of newly  
arrived IDPs. The following are the 
top 3 woredas hosting the largest  
number of newly arrived IDPs: 
 

There have been IDPs who newly arrived in the last 
2 months in 86 sites (7%), while there have been no 
new IDP arrivals in 1,111 sites (93%). 

In 1,210 sites, more than 75% of newly arrived IDPs 
are from the kebele of displacement, while in 495 
sites, 51-75% of newly arrived IDPs are from the  
kebele of displacement. 

MOBILITY 

5,388 newly arrived IDPs in 
Kumbi, East Harerge, Oromia. 

3,405 newly arrived IDPs in 
Jikawo, Nuer, Gambella.  

3,240 newly arrived IDPs in 
Amibara, Gabi (Zone 3), Afar . 1 2 3

15

Figure 17: Concentration of newly arrived IDPs. 

Number of Sites With Newly Arrived IDPs  Percentage of Newly Arrived IDPs From the Kebele 
of Displacement

Figure 15: Number of sites hosting IDPs who newly  
arrived within the last 2 months. 

Figure 16: Percentage of newly arrived IDPs who are cur-
rently displaced in the same kebele where they came from. 
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Factors Preventing Return Support Needed to Resolve Displacement 

Figure 18: Factors preventing return at national level. 
 

Figure 19: Supported needed to resolve  
displacement at national level. 

Figure 20: Preferred durable  
solution of the majority of IDPs per 
site aggregated at national level. 

DURABLE SOLUTIONS 

In 905 sites (75%), the majority 
of IDPs prefer to locally integrate. 

In 131 sites (11%), the majority 
of IDPs prefer to return. 

In 162 sites (14%), the majority 
of IDPs prefer to relocate. 

Relocate 

Return 

Locally Integrate

   National Level 

    Regional Level  

Afar 

Oromia

Amhara 

SomaliHarari

Dire Dawa Gambella 
Majority of IDPs 
in 40 sites (69%) 
prefer local  
integration.

Majority of IDPs in 
207 sites (48%) prefer 
local integration and 
IDPs in 142 sites (33%) 
prefer relocation.

Majority of IDPs in 
33 sites (53%) prefer 
local integration and 
IDPs in 20 sites (32%) 
prefer return. 

Majority of IDPs 
in 378 sites (98%) 
prefer local  
integration. 

Majority of IDPs 
in 7 sites (88%) 
prefer local  
integration. 

Majority of IDPs 
in both sites 
(100%) prefer 
relocation. 

Majority of IDPs in 
3 sites prefer local 
integration (75%).

Majority of IDPs 
in 11 sites (65%) 
prefer local  
integration. 

Tigray 
Majority of IDPs 
in 226 sites (99%) 
prefer local  
integration.
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SHELTER  

51-75% of IDP households in 238 sites in Somali are  
living in shelters that are below standard. More than 
75% of IDP households in 49 sites in Oromia are living 
in below standard shelters, while IDP households in 227 
sites in Tigray are living in shelters that meet standards.  

  Shelters in Current Location 
1,058

Number of sites where 
more than 50% of IDP 
households do not have 

access to electricity

Shelters Below Standard 

Sites With Overcrowded Shelters 

   Shelters in Places of Origin 

In 11 sites, the shelters of more than 75% of IDP 
households are partially destroyed in their place of 
origin. Of this, 10 sites are in Oromia (91%). 

In 42 sites, the shelters of 51-75% of IDP house-
holds are partially destroyed in their place of origin. 
Of this, 34 sites are in Somali (81%). 

In 274 sites, the shelters of 51-75% of IDP house-
holds are fully destroyed in their place of origin. Of 
this, 144 sites are in Somali (53%). 
In 639 sites, the shelters of more than 75% of IDP 
households are fully destroyed in their place of  
origin. Of this, 228 sites are in Oromia (36%). 

Partially Destroyed Shelters 

Fully Destroyed Shelters 

Number of sites where damaged or destroyed houses was reported as the main factor 
preventing the return of the largest group of IDPs. 928

Figure 21: Percentage of IDP households living in below 
standard shelters across regions.  

Figure 23: Place of origin of the largest IDP group if more 
than 75% of IDP households report that shelters in places 
of origin are fully destroyed. 
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Figure 22: Number of sites by region where 25-50% of IDP 
households are living in overcrowded shelters.

The pie chart depicts the number of sites where  
25-50% of IDP households are living in  
overcrowded shelters. 25-50% of IDP households in 
45 sites in Somali are living in overcrowded shelters. 
There are also 16 sites in Oromia where 25-50% of IDP  
households are living in overcrowded shelters. 
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Figure 24: Most needed NFI for IDPs by site. 

NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIs)

This pie chart shows the most needed NFIs by IDPs. In 
a large majority of sites (694 sites), IDPs most needed 
emergency shelter kits. In 215 sites, the most needed 
NFI was bedding sets while in 174 sites, kitchen sets   
were the most needed NFI. 

IDPs in 667 sites have access to 
NFI-selling markets (56%). 

IDPs in 532 sites have no access to 
NFI-selling markets (46%). 

At the national level, IDP households collect an  
average of two 20 liter water jerrycans/buckets per 
day. The region that collected the lowest number of 
water jerrycans/buckets is Tigray with an average of 
1.2 per household per day. In Amhara and Harari, the  
average number of water jerrycans/buckets collected 
per household per day is 1.4 and 1.6 respectively. 
In Somali, the average number is 2.7 20 liter water  
jerrycans/buckets and 2.3 in Oromia.  

  2
Average number 

of water jerrycans/ 
buckets collected per 

household per day 

   Amount of Water  

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

18

Figure 25: Sites where the average number of water  
jerrycans/buckets (20L) collected per household per day 
is less than 2.   

The main water distribution point for most sites 
(517 sites) was on-site and within a 20-minute walk 
for a one-way journey. In 293 sites, the main water  
distribution point was on-site but required more than 
a 20-minute walk to reach. Notably, there are 279 
sites where IDPs have to walk off-site for more than 20  
minutes to reach the main water distribution points. 

  Accessibility of Water  

Figure 26: Distance required to reach the nearest water 
distribution point from the sites.  On-site

517 sites110 sites

293 sites279 sites

Off-site

   20 minute walk 

Distance to Nearest Water Point 
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Once at the water distribution point, IDPs queue for 
an average of 16-30 minutes in 404 sites — this is the 
most common waiting time. In 210 sites, IDPs queue 
between 31-60 minutes and the wait is over an hour 
for IDPs in 205 sites. 

Figure 27: Average time IDPs take to queue for water. 
 

Figure 28: Number of non-functioning latrines on-site by 
region. 

Figure 29: Number of sites where there are complaints 
about the quality of drinking water. 

FOOD & NUTRITION 
   Access to Food  

19

  Sanitation and Hygiene  

Time Needed to Queue for Water 

Number of Non-Functioning Latrines Complaints About the Drinking Water 
It was found that there are 2,094 non-functioning  
latrines on-site in Tigray and 805 non-functioning  
latrines on-site in Oromia. In Somali, it was found 
that there are 794 non-functioning latrines.  

Of the 1,199 sites covered, a total of 683 sites (57%) 
had complaints about the quality of drinking water, 
while in 514 sites (43%), there were no complaints 
about the drinking water. 

5 

51 

2 

-

8 

-

805 

794 

2,094 

 -  500  1,000  1,500  2,000  2,500

Afar

Amhara

Beneshangul Gumuz

Dire Dawa

Gambella

Hareri

Oromia

Somali

Tigray

Figure 30: Sites reporting no access to food. 

Out of the 1,199 sites covered, a total of 936 sites 
(78%) have access to food, of which 480 sites have 
access to food on-site and 456 sites have access 
to food off-site. However, 263 sites (22%) reported  
having no access to food. As visible through the 
map on the left, the region in which this is most  
prominent is Somali with 129 sites reportedly  
without access to food. 
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   Main Source for Obtaining Food  

LIVELIHOODS 

   Income and Occupation  

A total of 138 sites in Oromia reported that the  
majority of IDPs in these sites have no main occupa-
tion. However, the next recorded main occupation 
among the majority of IDPs in 115 sites is farming. 

In Somali, the majority of IDPs are pastoralists in an 
overwhelming 244 sites, and agro-pastoralists in 103 
sites. The majority of IDPs in all 223 sites in Tigray are 
daily laborers. 

Figure 32: The occupation/trade of the majority of IDPs at sites by region. 

20

The main source for obtaining food is through food 
assistance, as reported in 544 sites (45%). The second 
main source for obtaining food is via other means in 
302 sites (25%), while 155 sites (13%) are obtaining 
food through cash assistance. 

Figure 31: Number of sites by main source of obtaining 
food. 

IDPs in 595 sites (49.6%) have access to a 
market.

IDPs in 604 sites (50.4%) do not have  
access to a market.
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   Livestock 

Of the 552 sites that have livestock, the following is the 
average percentage of households owning livestock: 

Afar - 66% 

Amhara - 39% 

Gambella - 45% 

Oromia - 38% 

Somali - 8% 

Tigray - 9% 

552

   Land 

Less than 25% of IDPs in 69 sites in Oromia have 
access to land for cultivation.  

IDPs in 272 sites in Oromia do not have access to 
land for cultivation. 

Less than 25% of IDPs in 26 sites in Somali have 
access to land for cultivation. 

IDPs in 219 sites in Tigray do not have access to 
land for cultivation. 
IDPs in 78 sites in Somali do not have access to 
land for cultivation. 

Limited Acess to Land for Cultivation 

No Acess to Land for Cultivation 

   Health Concerns

HEALTH 

Afar 

Oromia

Amhara 

SomaliHarari

Gambella Dire Dawa 
Pneumonia is the 
main concern for 24 
sites (41%) in Afar, 
followed by malaria 
in 17 sites (29%). 

Malaria is the main 
concern for 123 sites 
(28%) in Oromia, 
followed by diarrhea 
in 67 sites (15%).

Malaria is the 
main concern for 
all 4 sites (100%) 
in Benishangul 
Gumuz. 

Scabies is the main 
concern for 20 sites 
(32%) in Amhara, 
followed by malaria 
in 15 sites (24%).

Malaria is the main 
concern for 183 sites 
(47%), followed by 
pneumonia in 127 
sites (33%).

Typhoid is the main 
concern for 4 sites 
(50%) in Harari, 
followed by other dis-
eases in 3 sites (38%).   

Malaria is the main 
concern for all 17 
sites (100%) in 
Gambella.

Diarrhea is the 
main concern for 
both sites (100%) 
in Dire Dawa.

Tigray 
Pneumonia is the 
main concern for 78 
sites (34%) in Tigray, 
followed by malaria 
in 72 sites (32%).  

Number of sites with 
livestock on site 
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Figure 33: Sites where no IDPs and less than 25% of IDPs 
have access to land for cultivation.   

Benishangul 
Gumuz
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IDPs in 1,068 sites (89%) have access to a 
health facility. 

IDPs in 131 sites (11%) do not have access 
to a healthy facility. 

Figure 29: Factors preventing IDPs from accessing 
health services at sites.

Figure 30: Access to pre-primary, primary and secondary 
school education for displaced children.

Figure 31: Access to primary school learning supplies.
 

   Accessibility of Health Services

   Accessibility of Schools 

IDPs in 1,068 sites (89%) report having access to 
health facilities. However, IDPs in 131 sites (11%) 
report having no access to health facilities. Most of 
these sites are in Somali (89 sites). An additional 33 
sites that do not have access to health facilities are 
in Oromia. 

The main factor preventing IDPs from accessing 
healthcare services is cost, as found in 901 sites 
(75%). The second main factor is the lack of medicine 
as reported in 565 sites (47%), followed by the lack of 
proper documents in 275 sites (23%). 

Access to primary schools is the most accessible level 
of education available for displaced children. A total 
of 1,039 sites (87%) report that displaced children 
have access to primary (formal or temporary) schools. 
However, pre-primary schools and secondary schools 
are less available for displaced children, with 975 sites 
(81%) not having access to pre-primary education

and 887 sites (74%) having no access to secondary 
education. Additionally, children attending primary 
school in 517 sites (50%) report not having access to 
learning supplies such as exercise books, pens and 
pencils, while children in 411 sites (40%) have access 
to some learning supplies, and children in 104 sites 
(10%) have access to learning supplies. 

EDUCATION 

Access to Schools for Displaced Children  Access to Learning Supplies  
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Figure 37: Number of IDP children attending primary school and number of primary school teachers available by region.

Figure 38: Distance to the nearest primary school from sites.   

32,194 IDP boys and 25,714 IDP girls attend primary 
school in Somali. These IDP children are taught by a 
relatively small teaching force of 2,359 teachers who 
work in both temporary learning spaces and host 
community schools. Teacher-student ratios seem 
more balanced in Oromia where 14,003 IDP boys and 
11,717 IDP girls are taught by 4,141 teachers, and in  

Tigray where 3,746 IDP boys and 3,388 IDP girls by 
educated by 2,399 teachers. There is no access to 
primary schools in Dire Dawa for displaced children. 
Kindly note that all figures populating the chart 
are based on numbers that happen to be available 
and could thus be an underrepresentation of present  
realities.  

For the 1,039 sites that have access to primary schools, 
the most common distance to the nearest primary 
school is between 1-2km away, as found in 481 sites 
(46%). The distance is less than 1km for 335 sites

(32%), while in 171 sites (16%), the distance to 
the nearest primary school is 3-5km. Significantly,  
children from 4 sites (0.4%) have to travel more than 
10km to reach the nearest primary school. 

1 km 2 km 3 km  5 km  

481 sites 171 sites 47 sites

6 km  10 km  

335 sites 4 sites

Number of Displaced Children Attending School and Number of Teachers By Region 

Distance to Nearest Primary School 
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140
Number of sites where 

security incidents 
were reported

The most common security incident reported or 
known was gender-based violence against women, 
as found in 111 sites (79%). This is followed by theft/
robbery in 64 sites (46%), and physical assault in 61 
sites (44%).  

The type of violence that has reportedly increase the 
most is emotional violence as reported in 114 sites. 
This is followed by economic violence in 97 sites. 

In 796 sites (66%), there are reportedly no  
protection services being provided. However,  
referral services are available in 303 sites (25%), while 
family tracing services are present in 132 sites (11%). 
Notably, referral mechanisms for survivors of gen-
der-based violence are only available in 58 sites (5%).  

Figure 39: Most common type of security incidents 
ocurring in sites (reported/known). 

Figure 41: Types of protection services provided at sites.
 

Figure 40: Types of violence that have increased across 
sites. 

A majority of people in 697 sites (58%) have 
ID cards or other forms of documentation. 

A majority of people in 502 sites (42%) 
do not have ID cards or other forms of  
documentation. 

   Security Incidents 

  Protection Services & Documentation  

Most Common Security Incidents Reported 

Type of Violence That Have Increased  

Type of Protection Services Available 
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''The Village Assessment 
Survey is being conducted 

through a focus group  
discussion in a village in 

Oromia region.''



Section 2 

Village Assessment Survey 
(VAS) 
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KEY FINDINGS — VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY 

45,034 IDPs*
(9,193 households)  

1,303,736 returning IDPs
(226,032 households)

 6,975 returned migrants 

1,144,239 host community members 
(197,238 households)  

Returning IDPs in 734 villages arrived 
more than 6 months ago (70.1%) 

1,294,954 returning IDPs 
(99.4%) were initially displaced 
by conflict in 1,013 villages

1,991 returning IDPs (0.2%) 
were initially displaced by  

drought in 4 villages

5,401 returning IDPs (0.4%) 
were initially displaced by  

seasonal floods in 23 villages 

1,047 villages covered  

Population Breakdown & Initial Causes of Displacement 

Top 3 Zones With the Highest Returning IDP Figures

27

Figure 42: Top 3 zones with the highest number of returning IDPs. 

381,064 

151,541

returning  

returning  

IDPs in 

IDPs in 

358 villages 

62 villages 

West Guji    

Borena 

1

3
39 villages

335,036
returning  
IDPs in

Dawa    2

64 uncovered villages 

*Kindly note that an estimated 36,836 IDPs were captured by both the Village Assessment Survey (VAS) and the Site Assessment. This 
analysis was conducted down to the kebele level and this overlap exists due to methodological differences between both assessments. 
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Figure 43: Percentage of villages assessed by DTM at zonal 
level for round 20.

METHODOLOGY 

The Village Assessment Survey (VAS) was used for 
the first time in IOM Ethiopia in July 2019 in response 
to the government-led return movement in an effort 
to capture return trends and sectoral needs in areas 
reporting high return concentrations. This is the third 
round of VAS data collection. 

VAS targets villages with reported returns equal to 
or greater than 5 returning IDP households, and  
collects demographic data on returning IDPs, IDPs, 
returned migrants and host community members. 
The purpose of VAS is to assess the capacity of  
villages to absorb returns through the availability of  
services with a focus on livelihoods and reintegration. 

Data is collected at the village level through key  
informants, focus group discussions and observation.

Focus groups are made up of a minimum of 7  
individuals and a maximum of 13 individuals. Each 
focus group must comprise 2 individuals over 65 
years of age, 1 individual under 18 years of age, 2 
females and at least 1 government official (i.e. kebele 
administrator, village leader etc.). In villages where 
they are present, all 4 population categories, name-
ly IDPs, returning IDPs, returned migrants and host  
community members must also be represented in 
the focus group. 

VAS data is collected in close collaboration with the 
National Disaster Risk Management Commission 
(NDRMC). All data is electronically collected and 
based off of automated forms designed in Kobo. The 
data collection period for this round of VAS was 29 
November to 11 December 2019. 

Data collection: 29 November —  
                                 11 December 2019 

Coverage of this round

1,047 Villages 
 

416 Kebeles  
 

73 Woredas  
 

23 Zones 
 

8 Regions 
 

28

For round 20, 26 villages had security problems and 12  
villages were inaccessible due to road issues. The  
remaining 26 villages could not be covered due to  
distance or time constraints.

64 Uncovered Villages
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OVERVIEW OF RETURNS

According to the data collected between 29 Novem-
ber to 11 December 2019, there are an estimated 
1.3 million returning IDPs (226,032 households) 
across 1,047 villages in Ethiopia. The large number of  
returning IDPs is explained by the government-led  
return movement which began in April 2019. 

The largest returning IDP caseload is in Oromia with 
an estimated total of 716,179 returning IDPs (124,128 
households), as captured through the coverage of 
685 villages. The majority of returning IDPs in Oromia 
were initially displaced by conflict (99.6%) and most 
returning IDPs (76.5%) arrived more than 6 months 
ago. The region hosting the second largest number of 
returning IDPs is Somali with an estimate of 375,662 
returning IDPs (62,538 households). This is a signifi-

cant increase of 126,506 returning IDPs (+50.8%) sin-
cethe previous round, which is mainly due to the end 
of the rainy season. Conflict was the reason for initial 
displacement for the majority of returning IDPs in all 
villages in Somali (100%). The region hosting the third  
largest number of returning IDPs is SNNPR with an 
estimated 375,662 returning IDPs (62,538 house-
holds). However, it is important to note that Gedeo 
is the only zone in SNNPR to which DTM has access. 

The gender breakdown for returning IDPs is 48.5% 
male and 51.5% female. 1.29 million returning IDPs 
(99.4%) were initially displaced by conflict, 5,401  
returning IDPs (0.4%) were initially displaced by  
seasonal floods and 1,991 returning IDPs were initial-
ly displaced by drought (0.2%). 

   National Level 

Figure 44: The return caseload based on data collected in December 2019 from the Village Assessment Survey. 
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Figure 45: Returning IDP figures for Amhara region in round 20.

 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Amhara

12,948 returning IDPs comprising 2,540 households were identi-
fied in 37 villages in Amhara region. This is an increase of 11,081 
returning IDPs (+593.5%) which is largely caused by an increase 
in area coverage in Central and West Gonder zones that were  
inaccessible in the previous round. Majority of returning IDPs in 
18 villages (48.6%) arrived between 3-6 months ago. Conflict was 
the cause of initial displacement for a majority of returning IDPs 
in 31 villages (84%). 

12,948 returning IDPs 
(2,540 households) 

37 villages 
covered

581 IDPs 
(154 households) 

8,437 host community 
members (1,715 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement  
for returning IDPs in 31 villages (84%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs* Pregnant girls 
under 18

 0  Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 162 

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 341 Unaccompanied 
children

 5 

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 1,114 Separated 
children 

 28 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 98 Orphaned 
children 

 62 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 121 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 523 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 119 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

 150 

Religious minori-
ties 

 0   Child-headed 
households

 30 

Ethnic minorities   11 Elderly-headed 
households

 159 

6,521 males 6,427 females 
50.4% male 49.6% female 

SEX

+593.5%

Amhara  
Returning IDPs 
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Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Benishangul Gumuz

78,415 returning IDPs comprising 16,999 households were 
identified in 97 villages in Benishangul Gumuz region. This is an 
increase of 28,080 returning IDPs (+55.8%), which was captured 
through the coverage of 20 additional villages this round. Majority 
of returning IDPs in 78 villages (80.4%) arrived more than 6 
months ago. Conflict was the cause of initial displacement for a 
majority of returning IDPs in all 97 villages (100%).  

78,415 returning IDPs 
(16,999 households) 

97 villages 
covered

3,492 IDPs 
(867 households) 

40,597 host community 
members (9,037 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in all 97 villages (100%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs* Pregnant girls 
under 18

 130 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 607 

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 1,596 Unaccompanied 
children

 54 

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 4,497 Separated 
children 

 19 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 305 Orphaned 
children 

 571 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 499 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 365 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 194 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

 558 

Religious minori-
ties 

 0   Child-headed 
households

 39 

Ethnic minorities   0   Elderly-headed 
households

 601 

+55.8%
Returning IDPs 

*Please note that the 
sex and age disaggrega-
tion for returning IDPs 
is an estimate based 
on overall population 
breakdowns calculated 
at village level. 

Benishangul Gumuz

37,804 males 40,611 females 
48.2% male 51.8% female 
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Figure 46: Returning IDP figures for Benishangul Gumuz in round 20. 
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Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Dire Dawa

*Please note that the 
sex and age disaggrega-
tion for returning IDPs 
is an estimate based 
on overall population 
breakdowns calculated 
at village level. 

530 returning IDPs comprising 106 households were  
identified in 2 villages in Dire Dawa. No IDPs or host commu-
nity community members were observed in these 2 villages. 
There were no new returning IDPs found this round. Majority 
of returning IDPs in one village arrived between 1-3months 
ago, while majority of returning IDPs in the other village  
arrived between 3-6months ago. 

530 returning IDPs 
(106 households) 

2 villages 
covered

0 IDPs 
(0 households) 

0 host community 
members (0 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement 
for returning IDPs in both villages (100%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

249 males 281 females 
47% male 53% female 

SEX

Pregnant girls 
under 18

 0 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

0

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 10 Unaccompanied 
children

0

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 25 Separated 
children 

0

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 0   Orphaned 
children 

0

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 1 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

2

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 1 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

0

Religious minori-
ties 

0   Child-headed 
households

0

Ethnic minorities  0   Elderly-headed 
households

0

Dire Dawa

    +0% 
Returning IDPs

Dire Dawa  

Figure 47: Returning IDP figures for Dire Dawa in round 20. 
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1,140 returning IDPs comprising 182 households were  
identified in 2 villages in Harari region. This is the first time the Village  
Assessment Survey is being conducted in Harari region. Majority 
of returning IDPs in both villages (100%) arrived less than 1 month 
ago. Conflict was the cause of initial displacement for a majority of 
returning IDPs in both villages (100%). 

1,140 returning IDPs 
(182 households) 

2 villages 
covered

0 IDPs 
(0 households) 

0 host community members 
(0 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for 
returning IDPs in both villages (100%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs* Pregnant girls 
under 18

 1 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 21 

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 25 Unaccompanied 
children

 0   

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 52 Separated 
children 

 0   

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 3 Orphaned 
children 

 0   

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 4 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 0   

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 4 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

 0   

Religious minori-
ties 

 0   Child-headed 
households

 0   

Ethnic minorities   0   Elderly-headed 
households

 33 

559 males 581 females 
49% male 51% female 

SEX

*Please note that the 
sex and age disaggrega-
tion for returning IDPs 
is an estimate based on 
overall population break-
downs calculated at vil-
lage level. 

Harari   

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement Harari

Figure 48: Returning IDP figures for Harari in round 20. 
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Figure 49: Returning IDP figures for Oromia region in round 20. 
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Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Oromia

716,179 returning IDPs comprising 124,128 households 
were identified in 685 villages in Oromia region. There was 
an overall decrease of 7,925 returning IDPs (-1.1%) this 
round despite the coverage of an additional 16 villages in 
East Hararge and West Harage zones. Majority of returning 
IDPs in 524 villages (76.5%) arrived more than 6 months ago. 
Conflict was the cause of initial displacement for a majority 
of returning IDPs in 682 villages (99.6%). 

716,179 returning IDPs 
(124,128 households) 

685 villages 
covered

 37,015 IDPs 
(7,026 households) 

 766,308 host community 
members (130,263 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement  
for returning IDPs in 682 villages (99.6%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

344,840 males 371,339 females 
48.2% male 51.8% female 

SEX

*Please note that 
the sex and age 
disaggregation for 
returning IDPs is an 
estimate based on 
overall population 
breakdowns calcu-
lated at village level. 

Oromia 

-1.1%
Returning IDPs  

Pregnant girls 
under 18

 575 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 5,267 

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 
25,677 

Unaccompanied 
children

 117 

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 
47,263 

Separated 
children 

 1,492 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 1,691 Orphaned 
children 

 3,999 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 2,510 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 5,302 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 1,747 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

 2,509 

Religious minori-
ties 

 3,908 Child-headed 
households

 366 

Ethnic minorities   2,211 Elderly-headed 
households

 12,550 

Oromia

I
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Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in SNNPR

113,272 returning IDPs comprising 18,174 households were 
identified in 113 villages in SNNPR. This is an increase of 5,645 
returning IDPs (+5.2%) which was covered through 4 new  
villages and 2 previously inaccessible villages. Returning 
IDPs in 88 villages (77.9%) arrived more than 6 months ago. 
Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for  
returning IDPs in all 113 villages (100%). 

 113,272 returning IDPs 
(18,174 households) 

113 villages 
covered

233,889 host community 
members (38,014 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement 
for returning IDPs in all 113 villages (100%)  

56,647 males  56,625 females 
50% male

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*

50% female 

SEX

SNNPR

+5.2% 
Returning IDPs  

Pregnant girls 
under 18

 311 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 189 

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 2,957 Unaccompanied 
children

 9 

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 6,998 Separated 
children 

 -   

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 67 Orphaned 
children 

 986 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 471 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 743 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 231 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

 230 

Religious minori-
ties 

 632 Child-headed 
households

 29 

Ethnic minorities   507 Elderly-headed 
households

 383 

SNNPR  

*Please note that 
the sex and age 
disaggregation for 
returning IDPs is an 
estimate based on 
overall population 
breakdowns calcu-
lated at village level. 
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Somali  
 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Somali  

375,662 returning IDPs 
(62,538 households) 

86 villages 
covered

1,068 IDPs 
(178 households) 

38,378 host community 
members (6,313 households)

Conflict was the main reason for initial  
displacement for returning IDPs in 86 villages (100%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs*
Pregnant girls 
under 18

 524 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 780 

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 3,712 Unaccompanied 
children

 1 

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 5,528 Separated 
children 

 73 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 1,166 Orphaned 
children 

 1,396 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 1,694 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 1,191 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 413 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

 493 

Religious minori-
ties 

 50 Child-headed 
households

 207 

Ethnic minorities   79 Elderly-headed 
households

 3,024 

185,615 males 190,047 females 
49.4% male 50.6% female 

SEX

Somali  

+50.8% 
Returning IDPs 

375,662 returning IDPs comprising 62,538 households were  
identified in 86 villages in Somali region. This signifies an  
increase of 126,506 returning IDPs (+50.8%), which is due to IDPs  
returning to their homes now that the rains have ceased in 
Dawa zone, and the coverage of 2 additional villages Sandacare- 
galbeed and Go’de in Fafan and Siti zones respectively. Majority of  
returning IDPs in 70 villages (81.4%) arrived between 3-6 months  
ago. Conflict was the main reason for initial displacement for  
returning IDPs in 86 villages (100%). 
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Figure 52: Returning IDP figures for Tigray region in round 20. 

 

Returnee Caseload and Causes of Initial Displacement in Tigray

5,590 returning IDPs comprising 1,365 households were  
identified in 25 villages in Tigray region. Two additional  
villages were covered this round and there was an increase of 502  
returning IDPs (+9.9%). Majority of returning IDPs in 22 villages 
(88%) arrived more than 6 months ago. Seasonal floods were the 
cause of initial displacement for a majority of returning IDPs in 22  
villages (88%). 

5,590 returning IDPs 
(1,365 households) 

25 villages 
covered

2,878 IDPs 
(968 households) 

56,650 host community 
members (11,896 households)

Seasonal floods was the main reason for initial 
displacement for returning IDPs in 22 villages (88%)  

Sex and age breakdown of returning IDPs* Pregnant girls 
under 18

 105 Elderly persons 
without care 
givers 

 957 

Pregnant women 
over 18 

 1,193 Unaccompanied 
children

 25 

Breastfeeding 
mothers

 1,271 Separated 
children 

 12 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities under 
18 

 222 Orphaned 
children 

 169 

Persons with 
mental or physical 
disabilities over 18

 314 Single-female 
headed house-
holds 

 1,662 

Persons with 
chronic diseases

 926 Single-male 
headed house-
holds

 1,609 

Religious minori-
ties 

 80 Child-headed 
households

 7 

Ethnic minorities   0   Elderly-headed 
households

 853 

*Please note that 
the sex and age 
disaggregation for 
returning IDPs is an 
estimate based on 
overall population 
breakdowns calcu-
lated at village level. 

2,614 males 2,976 females 
46.8% male 53.2% female 

SEX

Tigray 

+9.9% 
Returning IDPs 
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LIVELIHOODS 

   Agriculture 

Returning IDPs in 109 villages (10%) do not have  
access to land for cultivation. 

The most needed agricultural input is seeds, as  
reported in 944 villages. The second most needed  
agricultural input is tools in 920 villages.

Average Land Holding Per Household 

Most Needed Agricultural Input Lack of Access to Land for Cultivation 

The main livelihood 
for 468 villages in 
Oromia is farm-
ing, followed by 
agro-pastoral ism 
in 100 villages. In  
SNNPR, the most 
common livelihood 
is farming as found 
in 105 villages.  

Amhara - 1.3 hectares

Somali - 0.4 hectares

Benishangul Gumuz 
- 4.3 hectares

Tigray - 0.5 hecatres

Dire Dawa - 1.0 hectares

Harari - 1.0 hectares

Oromia - 1.5 hectares

SNNPR - 0.4 hectares

525
Number of villages 

where more than 75% 
of the population  
practices farming 

38

Figure 53: Main type 
of livelihood in each 
village by region.  

Figure 55: Villages where returning IDPs do not have 
access to land for cultivation/farming.

Figure 54: Most needed agricultural inputs across villages. 
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   Livestock 

   Livelihood Issues

   Food  

Milk is reportedly available in 711 villages, while  
other grains are available in 576 villages. 

Food is very scarce in 544 villages in Oromia and in 
104 villages in SNNPR during the rainy season. 

Of the 941 villages (90%) that own livestock, the pie chart 
shows the main problems affecting livestock herders: 

The main issue with livelihoods in a majority of  
villages is food shortage, as reported in 474  
villages (45%). This is followed by shortage of  
farmland in 180 villages (17%) and a lack of  
non-agricultural livelihood activities in 132 villages 
(13%). Climate related reasons is also a livelihood 
issue in 124 villages (12%). 

Figure 56: Food types available in villages. Figure 57: Seasons when food is very scarce in villages 
across regions. 

Figure 58 (on the left): Main problems faced by livestock 
herders across villages surveyed. 

Percentage of villages 
where people own 

livestock  

90%

Figure 59 (on the right): Main livelihood issues in  
villages assessed. 

39

Food Types Available in Villages Seasons of Food Scarcity



NATIONAL DISPLACEMENT REPORT, ETHIOPIA 
ROUND 20: NOVEMBER — DECEMBER 2019 

In the 271 villages where there are health facilities: 

Figure 60: Villages that do not have health facilities. 

   Health Concerns

   Availability of Health Facilities 

HEALTH 

Amhara

Somali

Harari

Oromia

Benishangul 
Gumuz

Tigray

Dire Dawa
Malaria is the main 
concern for 26 villag-
es (70%) in Amhara  
followed by diarrhea 
in 5 villages (14%).  

Malaria is the main 
concern for 37 villag-
es (43%) in Somali  
followed by pneumo-
nia in 29 villages (34%).  

Malaria is the 
main concern for 
19 villages (74%) 
in Tigray. 

Malaria is the main 
concern for 93  
villages (96%) in 
Benishangul Gu-
muz. 

Malaria is the main 
concern for both 
villages (100%) in 
Dire Dawa. 

Diarrhea is the main 
concern for one village 
(50%) in Harari followed 
by another disease in 
the other village (50%). 

Malaria is the main 
concern for 203  
villages (30%) in Oromia  
followed by typhoid in 
179 villages (26%). 

Typhoid is the main 
concern for 70 villag-
es (62%) in SNNPR  
followed by pneumo-
nia in 29 villages (26%). 

SNNPR 

776 out of 1,047 villages (74%) do not have a health 
facility. 94%

Percentage of villag-
es where majority 
of people go to the 
health facility when 

they are sick 

The health facility in 152 villages are 
damaged and need minor repairs. 

The health facility in 31 villages are 
damaged and need major repairs. 
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

The main source of drinking water in 278  
villages is springs (27%), and in 277 villages it is  
rivers (26%). In 150 villages (14%), people rely 
on other sources, while in 84 villages (8%),  
people rely on motorized boreholes. 

   Main Source Water

  Accessibility of Water  

Figure 61: Main source of drinking water across 
villages.  

Reasons for insufficient household access to  
water include not having enough water (243  
villages), quality of water (184 villages) and distance  
(107 villages).  

Figure 64: Major reasons affecting water accessibility.

Water sources are accessible to all  
households in 502 villages (48%). 
Water sources are not accessible to all 
households in 544 villages (52%).  

Figure 63: The average queue time for water across 
the villages surveyed. 

Figure 62: Distance to the nearest water source.
 

The main water distribution point for most villages 
(416 villages or 40%) is between a 20-30 minute walk 
for a one-way journey. However, it takes more than 
a 45-minute walk one-way for people in 159 villages 
(15%) to reach the nearest water source. 

20 mins 30 mins 45 mins 

260 villages 416 villages 212 villages 159 villages
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EDUCATION 

   Accessibility of Schools 

   Education Challenges  

Primary schools are available in 540 villages across 7 regions. The following is the attendance for each  
population category: 

Based on data available, it was found that there are 406,246 returning IDP children attending primary 
school in Oromia, along with 26,623 IDP children and 530,916 host community children. In Somali, 331,898  
returning IDP children, 108 IDP children and 37,526 host community children are attending primary school.   

Kindergartens are available across 39 villages in  
Amhara, Benishangul Gumuz, Oromia, SNNPR and 
Somali. 41,789 returning IDPs, 1,599 IDPs and 60,646 
host community children are attending kindergarten. 

Secondary schools are available across 50 villages in 
Amhara, Benishangul Gumuz, Oromia, SNNPR and  
Somali. 114,571 returning IDPs, 2,801 IDPs and 
109,936 host community children are attending  
secondary schools. 

It is reported that 373 villages (69%) are not  
satisfied with the standard of schools. The most 
common reason for dissatisfaction is poor infrastruc-
ture as found in 259 villages. This is followed by a lack 
of teachers across 58 villages.   

Region Number of Villages 
With Primary Schools

Number of Returning IDP 
Children Attending

Number of IDP  
Children Attending

Number of Host Commu-
nity Children Attending

Amhara 14 6,189 541 5,152
Benishangul 

Gumuz 28 39,058 440 14,563
Dire Dawa 1 200 0 0

Oromia 369 406,246 26,623 530,916
SNNPR 45 44,687 0 109,949
Somali 60 331,898 108 37,526
Tigray 23 5,266 2,729 54,263

Grand Total 540 833,544 30,441 752,369

Figure 66: Reaons for dissatisfaction with schools. 

Kindergarten Secondary School 

Primary School 
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Figure 65: Number of primary schools and primary school attendance across villages.  

Reasons for Dissatisfaction with Schools
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The 2 main housing options in villages are houses 
made of mud walls with iron sheet roofing in 618  
villages, followed by houses made of mud walls with 
thatched roofing in 568 villages.  

Out of 1,047 villages, returning IDPs have returned 
to their houses in 967 villages (92%) and returning 
IDPs did not return to their houses in 80 villages (8%). 
Of those who returned to their houses, it was found 
that returning IDPs returned to houses that are  
completely destroyed in 448 villages (46%) and to 
partially damaged houses in 458 villages (47%). Only 
37 villages (4%) reported IDPs returning to houses in 
good conditions. 

SHELTER  967
   Shelter Types & Conditions

   Issues With Shelter

The main issue with shelters across the villages is the poor quality of shelters as reported in 399  
villages in Oromia, 92 villages in SNNPR, 68 villages in Benishangul Gumuz and 55 villages in Somali. The next  
noteable issue is the cost of construction which is said to be too expensive in 153 villages in Oromia. The lack of  
shelters or overcrowding is also an issue in 112 villages in Oromia and 28 villages in Somali. 

Figure 67: Villages where returning IDPs report that 
their houses are completely destroyed.   

Figure 68: Issues with shelters 
across villages by region. 
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HOUSING, LAND AND PROPERTY (HLP) 

Based on the pie chart below, the main form of 
land ownership is government owned land in 900  
villages (86%), while communal land is the 
main form of land ownership in 98 villages (9%).  
Meanwhile, leased land is the main form of land 
ownership in 46 villages (4%). 

The tenure situation of the majority of returning IDPs 
prior to their displacement was that they owned 
housing/land in 916 villages (87%). Of returning IDPs 
who have a claim to land in the village, 378 villages  
reported that they do not have access to their land. 
However, returning IDPs in 659 village have access to 
their land. 

Figure 70: Main forms of land ownership. Figure 71: Villages where returning IDPs have a claim to 
land but do not have access to their land. 
 

   Land Ownership & Land Access

The most needed NFI for returning IDPs is  
emergency shelter kits as reported in 478  
villages (46%), followed by bedding sets in 252  
villages (24%) and kitchen sets in 228 villages (22%).  

378 villages (36%) have access to NFI  
selling markets. 

669 villages (64%) have no access to NFI 
selling markets. 

Figure 69: Most needed NFI for returning IDPs. 

NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIs)
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More than 75% of returning IDPs in 408 villages 
have access to tenure documentation and evidence 
of their HLP rights prior to displacement. However,  
returning IDPs in 126 villages reported having no  
access to tenure documentation.

The main perceived, potential or concrete  
obstacle for returning IDPs to return to their aban-
doned housing, land and property (HLP) is damage and  
destruction as reported in 730 villages. This is  
followed by the lack of essential services and 
infrastructure in 456 villages. 

Figure 73: Percentage of returning IDPs who have access 
to official documentation (e.g. land certificate). 

Figure 72: Perceived, potential or concrete obstacles to re-
turn to abandoned housing, land and property. 

767
Number of villages 

where dispute  
resolution or restitution 
mechanisms are easily 

accessible 

PROTECTION
The relationship between returning IDPs and host 
communities is reportedly good in 441 villages (42%). 
However, the relationship was reported to be poor 
in 4 villages (0.4%) and respondents prefered not to 
answer the question in 13 villages (1.2%).  

In addition, threats of conflict was found in 38  
villages (4%) and threats of violence in 61 villages 
(6%) since IDPs returned, while threats of both vio-
lence and conflict was reported in 101 villages (10%). 

  Tenure Documentation 

A government recognized security provider 
is present in 856 villages (82%).  

A government recognized security provider 
is not present in 191 villages (18%). 

Figure 74: The reported relationship between returning 
IDPs and host communities across villages. 
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The most common security incident reportedly  
occuring in villages was theft/robbery as reported in 
187 villages, followed by conflict in 186 villages and 
cattle theft in 174 villages. Alcohol/drug-related  
disturbances were also reported in 127 villages. 

Figure 75: The different types of security incidents  
reportedly occurring across villages. 

681
Number of villages 

where there are systems 
to support returning 
IDPs replace or reis-
sue their documents

LEGAL ACCESS AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

  Political Participation 

  Justice Mechanisms  

The village court is the most prevalently used  
justice mechanism used by returning IDPs and host 
communities in 340 villages (32%). The second most  
prevalently used justice system is the kebele  
administration as reported in 339 villages (32%). 

One of the main obstacles impeding returning IDPs 
from voting is the lack of documentation in 109  
villages (10%), followed by a lack of knowledge on  
local affairs in 57 villages (5%). 

There are various community, social and political 
organizations existing across the villages. The most 
common are religious groups which are present in 
738 villages (70%). Youth and/or women organiza-
tions can be found in 553 villages (53%) and environ-
mental groups have been found in 244 villages (23%). 

In 852 villages (81%), returning IDPs are actively  
participating in these groups, but were not actively 
particiapting in 53 villages (5%). 

Figure 76: Main obstacles foreseen for returning IDPs to 
participate in voting. 

Figure 77: Type of justice mechanism most prevalently 
used by returning IDPs and host communities. 

Voting 

Types of Security Incidents in Villages

Participation in Community, Social and 
Political Organizations 
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For datasets and more reports from DTM Ethiopia, visit our 
website using the following QR Code 



dtmethiopia@iom.int www.displacement.iom.int/ethiopia


